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	Serious Case Reviews: Revised Chapter 8 of Working Together to Safeguard Children

On the 12 March 2009 Lord Laming published his Report, The Protection of Children in England: A Progress report. In his report, Lord Laming made a number of recommendations to strengthen and clarify the serious case review process. His recommendations were accepted in full by Government with an undertaking to update statutory guidance set out in Chapter 8 of Working Together to Safeguard Children. The revised guidance aims to improve the quality, consistency and impact of serious case reviews and is directed in particular at Local Safeguarding Children Boards (LSCBs) who by law undertake a serious case review whenever a child dies or is seriously injured and abuse or neglect is known or suspected to be a factor. 
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Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Andy Hurdle on:

Telephone: 020 7783 8036

e-mail: Andy.Hurdle@nsdu.gsi.gov.uk


	
	Contact Details

	
	If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation, you can contact Andy Hurdle by e-mail: Andy.Hurdle@nsdu.gsi.gov.uk or telephone: 020 7783 8036

If your enquiry is related to the DCSF e-consultation website or the consultation process in general, you can contact the Consultation Unit by e-mail: consultation.unit@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk or by telephone: 0870 000 2288.

	1
	Introduction

	1.1
	On the 12 March 2009 Lord Laming published his report, The Protection of Children in England: A Progress Report. This included a number of recommendations to strengthen and clarify the serious case review (SCR) process. His recommendations were accepted in full by the Government, which undertook to update statutory guidance set out in Chapter 8 of Working Together to Safeguard Children. 

	1.2
	The Government's detailed response to Lord Laming's Report, The Protection of Children in England; action plan, published on 6 May 2009, committed to publishing a revised Chapter 8 of Working Together for consultation by July 2009 so that Lord Laming's important improvements for SCRs could be progressed as quickly as possible.

	1.3
	The revised Chapter 8 guidance is aimed in particular at Local Safeguarding Children Boards (LSCBs) who by law undertake a SCR whenever a child dies or is seriously injured and abuse or neglect is known or suspected to be a factor.

	1.4
	Changes proposed to the guidance include:

· Clearly setting out that the prime purpose of an SCR is to learn lessons both at an individual and inter-agency level; 

· Emphasising the importance of undertaking SCRs in a way that promotes learning and; 

· Extending the timescale for completingmost SCRs from four to six months, given the inter-relationship between SCRs and other processes, such as criminal prosecutions or coroners inquests. 

	1.5
	We will be consulting on the rest of Working Together in October 2009.

	2
	The Guidance

	2.1
	The revised guidance Working Together to Safeguard Children - Chapter 8 Serious Case Reviews can be downloaded from www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations 

	2.2
	We would welcome your views on the guidance by 23 October 2009.

	3
	How To Respond

	3.1
	Consultation responses can be completed online at www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations by emailing SeriouscasereviewsWT.CONSULTATION@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk or by downloading a response form which should be completed and sent to: Katy Garrett, National Safeguarding Delivery Unit, Department for Children, Schools and Families, Level 1 Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BT.

	4
	Additional Copies

	4.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the Department for Children, Schools and Families e-consultation website at: http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations 

	5
	Plans for making results public

	5.1
	The results of the consultation and the Department's response will be published on the DCSF e-consultation website in late 2009.


