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This consultation seeks your views on proposed amendments to the Education (School Teachers' Qualifications) (England) Regulations 2003 which govern who can gain qualified teacher status (QTS). Subject to consultation and to Parliament we are aiming to bring amending regulations into force on 1 January 2010.
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	Amendments to the Education (School Teachers’ Qualifications) (England) Regulations 2003

	
	This consultation seeks your views on proposed amendments to the Education (School Teachers' Qualifications) (England) Regulations 2003 which govern who can gain qualified teacher status (QTS). Subject to consultation and to Parliament we are aiming to bring amending regulations into force on 1 January 2010.

	1
	The changes and the questions we would like you to consider are:

	1.1
	Overseas Trained Teachers (OTTs) registered in Scotland or Northern Ireland [Schedule 2, Part 1, Paragraphs 5 & 6]

We wish to prevent OTTs arriving directly in England from being able to gain QTS by what may appear to be the loophole of gaining prior recognition as a teacher in Scotland or Northern Ireland without having taught in those countries. Therefore, we plan to add the requirement that they need to have undertaken a period of practical teaching experience at an educational institution in either Scotland or Northern Ireland. We have chosen a minimum period of 60 days to link with the need for new teachers in Scotland to gain full registration with the General Teaching Council for Scotland (GTCS) which normally requires completion of a period of probationary service of 60 days working in a school in that country. We are placing the same requirement of having to have worked 60 days in an educational institution in that country in respect of OTTs registered in Northern Ireland. 

Do you foresee any problems with the recommended suggestion? 

	1.2
	Change of arrangements in Northern Ireland [Schedule 2, Part 1, Paragraph 6] 

As from 2008, the General Teaching Council for Northern Ireland (GTCNI) has awarded QTS instead of the Department of Education Northern Ireland (DENI). Therefore, this change will be reflected in the amendments and we will retain the reference to DENI, to cover people previously qualified.

	1.3
	Assessment-only access to QTS

At present there is no legal way of gaining QTS without any training. Therefore, in order to allow experienced graduate teachers without QTS to be assessed by an accredited institution as meeting the standards for a qualified teacher without a period of training, we propose to insert the possibility of gaining QTS purely by assessment without training. The Training and Development Agency for Schools (TDA) will consult on the necessary requirements for such an assessment.

Do you agree that this should be possible for people who already are experienced teachers?
Do you envisage any issues for teachers and training providers arising from this change?

	1.4
	Training in British Service Schools abroad [Schedule 2, Part 1, Paragraph 7(c)]

Current regulations require Initial Teacher Training (ITT) placements to be wholly or mainly in England. We wish to allow trainee teachers working in British service schools abroad to be awarded QTS on the strength of their teaching experience in those schools overseas. Practical teaching experience in schools overseas administered by Service Children's Education (SCE) will count for the purpose of satisfying the requirement. It will be for accredited institutions and the SCE to make arrangements for training provision and assessment.

Do you agree that trainees in Service Children's Education Schools should not need to have had placements wholly or mainly in England?

	1.5
	Change of title [Schedule 2, Part 1, Paragraph 11]
We would like to take the opportunity to update the reference to the States of Guernsey Education Council, which has ceased to exist, with the current title of the relevant authority, the States of Guernsey Education Department.

	1.6
	Removal of age limit [Schedule 2, Part 1, Paragraph 11, (3), (b)]

We plan to remove the requirement to have attained the age limit of 24 before the commencement date of the licence on teachers training in Guernsey, in order to comply with the Employment Equality (Age) Regulations 2006.

	2
	How to respond

	2.1
	Consultation responses can be completed online at www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations 

by emailing teacherqualsregs.consultation@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk or by downloading a response form which should be completed and sent to:

Indira Sharma
4FL
Sanctuary Buildings
Great Smith Street
London
SW1P 3BT

	3
	Links to Statutory Instruments and additional copies of the consultation documents

	3.1
	Links to access the current Statutory Instrument, the proposed amendments to the Statutory Instrument and additional copies of the consultation documents can be downloaded from the Department for Children, Schools and Families e-consultation website at: www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations .

	4
	Plans for making results public

	4.1
	The results of the consultation and the Department's response will be published on the DCSF e-consultation website by late Autumn 2009.


