Annex B

Issues for consultation and response form (HEFCE 2005/31)
Completed forms should be e-mailed to accountability@hefce.ac.uk no later than 

30 November 2005. 

We will publish an analysis of responses to the consultation.  Additionally, all responses may be disclosed on request, under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act. The Act gives a public right of access to any information held by a public authority, in this case HEFCE.  This includes information provided in response to a consultation.  We have a responsibility to decide whether any responses, including information about your identity, should be made public or treated as confidential.  We can refuse to disclose information only in exceptional circumstances.  This means responses to this consultation are unlikely to be treated as confidential except in very particular circumstances.  Further information about the Act is available at www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk
Name………………………………………………………

□  Individual response

□  Response on behalf of (name of institution or organisation)  

…………………………………………………………….

	Consultation questions

	1. Do you foresee any major difficulties in adopting the ‘single conversation’ accountability process?

	

	2. How soon will your institution be able to adopt the common submission date of 30 November for financial statements and financial forecasts?

	

	3. Do you agree that where the audit and governance assurances are reliable, direct audits by HEFCE should be replaced by a periodic ‘assurance dialogue’, which would form part of the single conversation?

	

	4. In what ways do you think institutions presenting lower risks to public funding should enjoy greater freedom from regulation?

	

	5. Do you agree that the support strategy (see Annex A) appropriately describes the ways in which HEFCE needs to engage more actively with institutions at higher risk?

	

	6. Should an institution’s own auditors, rather than HEFCE, provide assurance about student data returns? 

	

	7. Should all public sector investors and stakeholders in HE work together and use HEFCE’s accountability framework and risk assessment model?

	


