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Last year, over 700 children and young people sent in comments to an independent review of the role of the Children’s Commissioner for England.  The review listened very carefully to what you had to say, and it suggested some important changes, which the Government now plans to introduce. 

To remind you what this is all about, here’s a link to the Children and Young People’s Guide about the review: 
www.education.gov.uk/publications/standard/publicationDetail/Page1/DFE-00573-2010.  
What does the Children’s Commissioner do?

The current Children’s Commissioner is Maggie Atkinson.  Her job is to meet and listen to children and young people like yourself, to find out what is important to you and the sort of things that worry you.  She then makes sure that the people who take decisions are listening to your views and doing what is best for you. 
Why does the Government want to change things?

The review said it was important for children and young people in England to have a Children’s Commissioner, but that the role wasn’t working as well as it could, mostly because of the way that the role was set up.  So the Government wants to make some changes to the way that the Children’s Commissioner is able to help children and young people and this will mean changing the law.


A new role, with new responsibilities 

At the moment, the law says that the Children’s Commissioner’s job is to ‘represent the views and interests of children and young people’.  The Government wants to make this stronger by changing the role to one that focuses on ‘promoting and protecting the rights of children and young people’.  

Children’s rights are set out in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). The convention is an agreement about the rights that all children and young people should be entitled to, signed by Governments across the world.  Some of these rights apply to all children, but others only apply to children who need extra help – such as those who cannot live with their parents.  You can find out more information about the UNCRC here:

www.unicef.org.uk/Documents/Publications/rightsleaflet2011.pdf.
As well as having a Children’s Commissioner, England also has a Children’s Rights Director.  The Children’s Rights Director has a special role to protect the rights of children and young people who live in care, or go to a school away from home.  The Government thinks that it would be better to join these two roles together, within one new organisation.  At the same time, the Government wants to make sure that those children and young people who live in care, or go to school away from home, still get the support they need.  So it wants the law to say that the Children’s Commissioner should pay special attention to these children and young people.

Question 1
Do you agree that the law should say that the Children’s Commissioner for England should pay special attention to the rights of children and young people who cannot live with a parent or go to school away from home?
	
	Comments:



	



As things stand, the Children’s Rights Director can look into the cases of individual children, even if the case doesn’t affect anyone else.  But the current law stops the Children’s Commissioner from doing this for all children and young people.  The Government thinks that the Children’s Commissioner does not have the time to do casework for large numbers of children and young people - there are over 11 million of you! So it wants to limit this part of the Children’s Commissioners job to just children and young people who live in care, or go to school away from home - unless it is an issue that affects lots of you. 

Question 2
Should the new Children’s Commissioner only be allowed to look into the cases of individual children and young people who cannot live with a parent, or go to school away from home?
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Question 3
Are there any other groups of children that you think should get more help? If so, who are they? 
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The Children’s Commissioner’s role covers all children and teenagers up to the age of 18.  This can be increased to 21, if the person has been in care or has a learning disability.

Question 4
Does it matter that the Children’s Commissioner’s title only refers to ‘children’ rather than ‘children and young people’?  
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The current law says that the Children’s Commissioner must let children know who they are and how they can get in contact with him/her.  The Children’s Commissioner must also find out and report on the views of children, especially children who do not have any other ways of making their views known.  He or she can also carry out inquiries if they are worried that children’s views and interests are being ignored and they want to find out more about the situation. The Government’s plan is that when the law is rewritten, these important parts of the job should continue. 
The Government also wants the Children’s Commissioner to send a report to Parliament each year, to show them what the Commissioner has done to promote and protect children’s rights, and how it has spent the money it gets from the Government.  

The Government also wants the Children’s Commissioner to appoint an advisory board. People on the board will help the Children’s Commissioner decide what s/he is going to do over the year ahead and to check how well the Children’s Commissioner is doing their job for you.  

The plan is for this advisory board to be quite small, but for its members to include people who represent children as well as Parliament and experts in children’s rights.

Question 5
Do you think it is a good idea for children and young people themselves to be members of the board?  If so, how should they be chosen? If not, who should represent children and young people’s views? 
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Question 6
What are the main things that the board should do to make sure that the Children’s Commissioner is doing his/her job effectively?
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Giving children and young people a say in the Children’s Commissioner’s appointment?

The review said that children and young people should be given a say in how the Children’s Commissioner is appointed. The Government thinks the Children’s Commissioner should still be appointed by the Secretary of State for Education, who is the Minister in charge of the Department for Education.  But the Government wants Parliament and children to have a much bigger say in who gets the job.  This could include being able to comment on the job description, or interviewing the best candidates for the job.  

The review also recommended that the Children’s Commissioner should do the job for seven years rather than for five years.  The current Children’s Commissioner can, if they want to, apply for the job again for another five years. The Government can see the benefits of offering the job for a longer period of time and not allowing the same person to reapply for the job. This would mean that the Children’s Commissioner would not have to worry about whether they would be chosen again and so could just get on with supporting children and young people.  But seven years could be too long, especially if the Children’s Commissioner is not doing a very good job.

Question 7
How should children and young people be involved in choosing future Children’s Commissioners?
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Question 8
Should Children’s Commissioners be appointed to the job just once in their life or is it ok for them to be offered the job again?
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Question 9
If you think they should only get the job once, how long should Children’s Commissioners be appointed for: i) seven years, ii) six years or iii) five years?  Please tell us a little bit more about the reasons for your choice.
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What more could the Government do to promote and protect your rights

The Government signed up to the UNCRC 20 years ago this year and is as committed as ever to promoting and protecting children’s rights.  The changes that the Government is planning to make to the role of the Children’s Commissioner are part of this promise, but there may be other things that you think the Government could do to support children’s rights.  We would welcome your ideas.

Question 10
What other things could the Government do to support children’s rights under the UNCRC? 
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This paper is designed to allow children and young people to contribute to the consultation on the Government’s proposals to bring about changes to the law that will strengthen the role of the Children’s Commissioner for England.  It focuses on those issues that we think will be particularly relevant to children and young people.  However, if you would like to respond to the main online survey as well or instead, we would very much like to hear from you.  The survey can be found at: www.education.gov.uk/consultations.  
Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.

Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 29 September 2011

Send by post to:

Mr T Gibb
Implementation of Children's Commissioner Review Team
Ground Floor
Sanctuary Buildings
Great Smith Street
London
SW1P 3BT

Send by e-mail to: childrenscommissioner.consultation@education.gsi.gov.uk 
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Don’t Forget to 


�HAVE YOUR SAY





And help shape the future for Children in England
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