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Introduction

1. This Statistical First Release (SFR) presents information
on learner numbers in post-16 education and training in
England funded by the Learning and Skills Council (LSC)
for the whole academic year 2004/05.

2. This SFR updates early year figures published on 22
March 2005, “Further Education and Work Based Learning
for Young People — Learner Numbers in England on 1
November 2004".

3. This SFR includes data on Adult and Community Learning,
and incorporates data from Further Education (FE) and
Work Based Learning (WBL) for young people, and Adult
and Community Learning in one place.

4. The content of the SFR is similar to that of previous SFRs
on learner numbers, with the exception of table 4 which
gives a detailed breakdown of age group by gender for all
three data sets.

5. The source data for this SFR is the Individualised Learner
Record (ILR) 2004/05.
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Key points

Further Education

6. There were 4.21 million learners in Council-funded FE in 2004/05. This is an
increase of 1.2 % on the 2003/04 figure.

7. The number of learners aged under 19 increased by 4.3% between 2003/04 and
2004/05 from 699,000 to 729,000. The number of adults (aged 19 and over)
increased by 0.6% to 3.48 million.

8. The total number of adults on level 2 programmes increased by 9.4% per cent in
2004/05 compared to 2003/04. The number on full level 2 programmes — 5 GCSEs,
an NVQ level 2 or the equivalent — increased by 6.2 %. The numbers of adult
learners on programmes contributing to the Skills for Life target increased by
22.3%, while those on programmes where the level was not specified decreased by
10.1%.

9. The most popular areas of learning followed by learners in 2004/05 continued to be
Information and Communication Technology (17.8%) and Health, Social Care and
Public Services (16.1%).

10. 79.8% of learners in FE were recorded as being of white ethnicity and 16% from
ethnic minorities. Information on ethnicity was not available for the remaining 4.2%
of learners, this percentage with unknown ethnicity decreasing from 4.9% in
2003/04.

11. 59% of learners in FE in 2004/05 were female, 41% were male.

Work-based learning

12.  Atotal of 519,000 people participated in WBL during 2004/05. The average number
in learning was 300,000, a 2.3% decrease over 2003/04.

13.  The average number in learning on apprenticeships in 2004/05 was 154,000, an
increase of 7.6% over 2003/04. The trend away from NVQ learning and towards
apprenticeships has continued. An average of 26,000 were in learning on Entry to
Employment (E2E) programmes, a decrease over the numbers on equivalent
programmes in 2003/04.

14.  The most popular area of learning continues to be Engineering, Technology and
Manufacturing (20%). There was a small increase in those learners without a
specific area of learning.

15. 92.1% of learners in WBL were recorded as being of white ethnicity and 6.9% from
ethnic minorities. Information on ethnicity was not available for the remaining 1% of
learners.

16. 43% of WBL learners were female, and 57% male.

Adult and community learning

17.  Atotal of 915,000 learners were enrolled on Adult and Community Learning programmes in
2004/05. This is a decrease of 0.8% on the previous figure.



Learning and Skills Council Statistical First Release:ILR/SFR08 Date

18. The most popular areas of learning for Adult and Community Learning continued to
be Visual and Performing Arts and Media (28%) and Hospitality, Sports, Leisure
and Travel (22%).

19. 81.9% of learners in Adult and Community Learning were recorded as being of
white ethnicity and 10% from ethnic minorities. Information on ethnicity was not
available for the remaining 8.1% of learners.

20.  77% of learners in Adult and Community Learning were female, and 23% male.

Tables

Further Education, work-based learning and adult and community learning
The tables are based on ILR data for 2003/04 and 2004/05

Table 1: Learners on Council-funded FE and WBL provision in 2003/04 and 2004/05
analysed by highest qualification level and by age group

Table 2. Learners on Council-funded FE and WBL provision in 2003/04 and 2004/05, and
in Adult and Community Learning in 2003/04, analysed by area of learning and by gender

Table 3. Learners on Council-funded FE and WBL provision in 2003/04 and 2004/05, and
in Adult and Community Learning in 2003/04, by ethnicity and gender

Table 4. Learners on Council-funded FE and WBL provision in 2003/04 and 2004/05, and
in Adult and Community Learning in 2003/04, by age group and gender

Table 5. Work-Based Learning — Learners on WBL provision from October 2000 to July
2005 at the end of each quarter by programme

Table 6. Work-Based Learning — Starts on WBL provision from October 2000 to July 2005
at the end of each quarter by programme

Table 7. Further Education - Learners on Council-funded FE provision in 2003/04 and
2004/05 by institution type, mode of attendance, and age

Table 8. Further Education — Learners on Council-funded FE provision in 2003/04 and
2004/05 by age band and key LSC programmes

Table 9. FE - Learners enrolled in further education sector colleges and external
institutions in England from 1996/97 to 2004/05 by institution type, age, mode of
attendance and gender.

Future Statistical First releases

21. The LSC publishes three Statistical First Releases each year:
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Early in-year information on learner numbers, derived from the ILR return relating to
learners enrolled on 1 November, published in March.

Whole-year information on learner numbers, derived from the ILR return relating to
the end of the relevant academic year, published in December.

Outcomes, derived from the ILR return relating to 31 December following the end of
the relevant academic year for FE and most recently available data for WBL,
published in June.

Statistical First Releases are available on the LSC website at:

http://www.Isc.gov.uk/National/Partners/Data/Statistics/LearnerStatistics/LearnerNumbers

National Statistics

22.

23.

This Statistical First Release is a National Statistics publication. National Statistics
are produced to high professional standards set out in the National Statistics Code
of Practice. They undergo regular quality assurance reviews to ensure that they
meet customer needs. They are produced free from any political interference.

For general enquires about National Statistics contact: The National Statistics
Public Enquiry Service on 0207 7533 588, minicom: 01633 812399, E-mail:
info@statistics.gov.uk, Fax: 01633 652747, Letters: Room DG/18, 1 Drummond
Gate, London, SW1V 20QQ. You can also find National Statistics on the internet:
www.statistics.gov.uk.

Notes to Editors

1.

This SFR contains statistics on further education, work-based learning, and adult and
community learning. LSC took over responsibility for funding all three of these
areas on 1 April 2001.

Further education provision was formerly funded by the Further Education Funding
Council (FEFC), when it was termed ‘schedule 2’ provision. It takes place primarily
in colleges of further education (including sixth form colleges) and in a range of
other organisations, known as ‘external institutions’.

Work-based learning for young people is a major programme of government-
supported training, comprising Advanced Apprenticeships, Apprenticeships at level
2, NVQ Learning and Entry to Employment (e2e).

Adult and Community Learning describes the activity formerly designated ‘non
schedule 2’ and includes a diverse range of community-based and outreach
learning opportunities, primarily taking place through local education authorities.


http://www.lsc.gov.uk/National/Partners/Data/Statistics/LearnerStatistics/LearnerNumbers
mailto:info@statistics.gov.uk
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Source of Data

5. The source for the data for 2003/04 and 2004/05 in this SFR is the Individualised
Learner Record (ILR). For the small number of institutions for which 2004/05 data
was not available, data for 2003/04 has been used instead.

Classification of Data

Further Education

6. University for industry (UFI) provision is included with the data for further education
in this SFR.
7. The distribution of FE learners by areas of learning (table 3) takes into account all

the aims followed by the learner population.

8. The level assigned to a learner in table 1 corresponds to the level of the highest-
level qualification undertaken by that learner. The qualification type assigned to the
learner in table 1 is that of the learner’s qualification aim with the highest guided
learning hours.

9. FE students classified for statistical purposes as full-time are defined as those
enrolled on programmes of at least 450 guided learning hours per year, or for at
least 150 guided learning hours per tri-annual period or more than 16 guided
learning hours per week for shorter courses.

10.  Full-time students who enrol on a programme of at least 450 guided learning hours
per year are classified as full-time full-year. This includes those students who
withdraw from the programme during the year and actually attend for less than 450
guided learning hours. Also counted as full-time full-year are students who enrol on
programmes of less than 450 guided learning hours but stay longer than expected
and actually attend for more than 450 guided learning hours. Full-time students
who are not classified as full-time full-year are classified as other full-time. All other
students are classified as part-time.

11. Table 8 shows the numbers of FE learners participating in some of the LSC'’s
priority areas. These learners could contribute to the government’s PSA targets for
young people and adult skills. The table shows learners enrolled on:

o full level 2 learning aims — 5 GCSEs, an NVQ level 2 or the equivalent
o full level 3 learning aims — 2 A levels, an NVQ level 3 or equivalent; and
e Skills for Life programmes.

12.  The figures in table 9 for 2002/03 onwards are on a different basis from those for
earlier years, so are not directly consistent with the figures for years up to 2001/02.
The figures for 2002/03 onwards are more comprehensive, as they include some
institutions (such as specialist designated institutions) previously excluded from
statistical publications, and also take account of changes to funding arrangements
made by the LSC since taking over responsibility for FE funding. Figures are
included on both the old and new basis for 2002/03 for comparative purposes.

Work-based learning
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13. The total in-learning volume for work-based learning (table 1) is a measure of total
learning activity in the academic year.

14.  Table 5 shows the numbers in learning over a five year time period. The definition
of in-learning changed in 2003/04; figures for 2002/03 are presented on both the
new and the old basis to show a true picture of the year-on-year change

Adult and community learning

15.  2004/05 is the second year in which individual learner data for adult and community
learning has been collected by the LSC in the ILR. Previously, aggregate data was
collected by DfES through the AE1 form, and published by DfES in the statistical
first release series “Adult Education Enrolments in England” (available on the DfES
website: http://www.dfes.gov.uk/rsgateway/). Data for 2003/04 and earlier years
are not comparable due to these changes in the data collection systems.

General notes

16. In the tables, numbers may not add up exactly to totals because of differential
rounding. FE numbers are shown in thousands and the symbol ‘-’ represents fewer
than 50 learners. WBL numbers have been rounded to the nearest 100.



	Publish date
	8 December 2006
	Reference
	ILR/SFR08
	Embargoed until 9:30am Thursday 8 December 2005
	Further Education, work-based learning for young people and 
	Introduction
	This Statistical First Release (SFR) presents information on
	This SFR updates early year figures published on 22 March 20
	This SFR includes data on Adult and Community Learning, and 
	The content of the SFR is similar to that of previous SFRs o
	The source data for this SFR is the Individualised Learner R
	Key points
	Further Education

	There were 4.21 million learners in Council-funded FE in 200
	The number of learners aged under 19 increased by 4.3% betwe
	The total number of adults on level 2 programmes increased b
	The most popular areas of learning followed by learners in 2
	79.8% of learners in FE were recorded as being of white ethn
	59% of learners in FE in 2004/05 were female, 41% were male.
	Work-based learning

	A total of 519,000 people participated in WBL during 2004/05
	The average number in learning on apprenticeships in 2004/05
	The most popular area of learning continues to be Engineerin
	92.1% of learners in WBL were recorded as being of white eth
	43% of WBL learners were female, and 57% male.
	Adult and community learning

	A total of 915,000 learners were enrolled on Adult and Commu
	The most popular areas of learning for Adult and Community L
	81.9% of learners in Adult and Community Learning were recor
	77% of learners in Adult and Community Learning were female,
	Tables
	Further Education, work-based learning and adult and communi

	The tables are based on ILR data for 2003/04 and 2004/05
	Table 1: Learners on Council-funded FE and WBL provision in 
	Table 2. Learners on Council-funded FE and WBL provision in 
	Table 3. Learners on Council-funded FE and WBL provision in 
	Table 4. Learners on Council-funded FE and WBL provision in 
	Table 5. Work-Based Learning – Learners on WBL provision fro
	Table 6. Work-Based Learning – Starts on WBL provision from 
	Table 7. Further Education - Learners on Council-funded FE p
	Table 8. Further Education – Learners on Council-funded FE p
	Table 9. FE - Learners enrolled in further education sector 
	Future Statistical First releases
	The LSC publishes three Statistical First Releases each year
	Early in-year information on learner numbers, derived from t
	Whole-year information on learner numbers, derived from the 
	Outcomes, derived from the ILR return relating to 31 Decembe
	Statistical First Releases are available on the LSC website 
	http://www.lsc.gov.uk/National/Partners/Data/Statistics/Lear
	National Statistics
	This Statistical First Release is a National Statistics publ
	For general enquires about National Statistics contact: The 
	Notes to Editors
	This SFR contains statistics on further education, work-base
	Further education provision was formerly funded by the Furth
	Work-based learning for young people is a major programme of
	Adult and Community Learning describes the activity formerly
	Source of Data

	The source for the data for 2003/04 and 2004/05 in this SFR 
	Classification of Data
	Further Education

	University for industry (UFI) provision is included with the
	The distribution of FE learners by areas of learning (table 
	The level assigned to a learner in table 1 corresponds to th
	FE students classified for statistical purposes as full-time
	Full-time students who enrol on a programme of at least 450 
	Table 8 shows the numbers of FE learners participating in so
	full level 2 learning aims – 5 GCSEs, an NVQ level 2 or the 
	full level 3 learning aims – 2 A levels, an NVQ level 3 or e
	Skills for Life programmes.
	The figures in table 9 for 2002/03 onwards are on a differen
	Work-based learning
	The total in-learning volume for work-based learning (table 
	Table 5 shows the numbers in learning over a five year time 
	Adult and community learning

	2004/05 is the second year in which individual learner data 
	General notes

	In the tables, numbers may not add up exactly to totals beca

