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The Department has revised the Sure Start Children's Centres Statutory Guidance for local authorities, commissioners of local health services and Jobcentre Plus when exercising their functions under the Childcare Act 2006. This consultation invites views on the revised statutory guidance. The revised guidance seeks to make it clearer what local authorities and statutory partners must do because it is required by legislation, and what local authorities and partners should do when fulfilling their statutory responsibilities.
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Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact the Department on 0370 000 2288 or email SSCCSG.CONSULTATION@education.gsi.gov.uk
If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the CYPFD Team by telephone: 0370 000 2288 or via the Department's 'Contact Us' page.



	1
	Introduction

	1.1
	The Department has revised the Sure Start Children's Centres Statutory Guidance for local authorities, commissioners of local health services and Jobcentre Plus when exercising their functions under the Childcare Act 2006.  The guidance was first issued in March 2010 and revised in October 2010.

	1.2
	This consultation invites views on the revised statutory guidance.  The revised guidance seeks to make it clearer what local authorities and statutory partners must do because it is required by legislation, and what local authorities and partners should do when fulfilling their statutory responsibilities.

	2
	Background and Context

	2.1
	In order to reduce bureaucracy, the Department is committed to reviewing guidance and limiting it to essential, "must knows".  In keeping with this commitment, the Department has revisited the Sure Start Children's Centres Statutory Guidance to ensure it is concise, focused and clear about what is required by law.

	2.2
	Law relating to children's centres is contained in the Childcare Act 2006.  New provisions were inserted into the Childcare Act 2006 by the Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and Learning Act (ASCL) 2009. The Sure Start Children's Centres Statutory Guidance was first issued following the passage of the ASCL Act 2009.  The current statutory guidance (published in October 2010) can be viewed here. 

The Childcare Act 2006 and the Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and Learning Act 2009 can be viewed at www.legislation.gov.uk .

	3
	The Draft Revised Guidance

	3.1
	The draft revised statutory guidance reflects the Government's commitment to reform children's centres, in particular their key role in supporting families in greatest need.  It no longer specifies what children's centres must do and how they must do it but focuses instead on the Core Purpose which sets out the outcomes they should seek to achieve.

	3.2
	The guidance does not impose any new burdens on local authorities or statutory partners but does provide greater clarification on some duties, for example the children's centre sufficiency duty and duties relevant to the core purpose of children's centres.

	4
	How to Respond

	4.1
	Consultation responses can be completed online at http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations, by emailing SSCCSG.CONSULTATION@education.gsi.gov.uk or by downloading a response form which should be completed and sent to:

CYPFD Team, Department for Education, Area 1C, Castle View House, East Lane, Runcorn, Cheshire, WA7 2GJ by Friday 1 June 2012.

	5
	Additional Copies

	5.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the Department for Education e-consultation website at: http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations 

	6
	Plans for making results public

	6.1
	The results of the consultation and the Department's response, along with the revised statutory guidance will be published on the Department for Education e-consultation website in summer 2012.




