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	Regulations for removing the duty on maintained schools to follow the Information and communication technology (ICT) National Curriculum Programmes of Study, Attainment Targets and statutory assessment arrangements

The Government has confirmed that it plans to remove the duty on maintained schools to follow the existing ICT Programmes of Study, associated Attainment Targets and statutory assessment arrangements under section 91 of the Education Act 2002. This consultation is conducted under section 96 of the Education Act 2002.

The consultation seeks representations on the draft Orders.
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Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact the DfE helpline on:

Telephone: 0370 000 2288

e-mail:  ProgrammeOfStudy.ICT@education.gsi.gov.uk
 



	
	Contact Details

	
	If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation team by telephone: 0370 000 2288 or via the Department's 'Contact Us' page. 
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	Background

	1.1
	On 18 January 2012 the Rt. Hon. Michael Gove MP, Secretary of State for Education, launched a public consultation on the Government's intention to remove the duty on schools to teach the existing National Curriculum Programmes of Study for information and communication technology (ICT) for all key stages from September 2012, and to disapply the associated Attainment Targets and the statutory assessment arrangements at Key Stage 3 from the same date. Notice was also given to organisations connected with information and communication technology and to others via publication of the proposals on the Department's website.

That consultation closed on 11 April 2012 and a summary of the responses was published on the DfE website www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?menu=3&title=Archive%20and%20results on June 11.  

Overall, there was a broad consensus amongst respondents that the existing Programmes of Study and Attainment Targets for ICT were not fit for purpose. Over half of respondents were in favour of disapplying the Programmes of Study and around half were in favour of disapplying the Attainment Targets and statutory assessment arrangements.

	2
	Proposal

	2.1
	Having carefully considered the responses to that consultation, the Government has decided to proceed with disapplication of the ICT Programmes of Study at all four key stages, the associated Attainment Targets and Key Stage 3 statutory assessment arrangements in England from September 2012 under section 91 of the Education Act 2002. Under the new regulations schools will still be required to teach ICT at all key stages as part of the National Curriculum but teachers will have the freedom and flexibility to design an ICT curriculum that is best for their pupils.  

This consultation is conducted under Section 96 of the Education Act 2002. Under the legislation which governs the National Curriculum, the Secretary of State is required to consult on a draft of the regulations necessary to effect these changes. The draft regulations which would be used to amend legislation are attached at Annex A.
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	How To Respond

	3.1
	Consultation responses can be completed online at www.education.gov.uk/consultations by emailing ProgrammeOfStudy.ICT@education.gsi.gov.uk or by downloading a response form which should be completed and sent to:

Maleck Boodoo
Department for Education
National Curriculum Review Division
level 2 Sanctuary Buildings
Great Smith St
London
SW1P 3BT
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	Additional Copies

	4.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the Department for Education e-consultation website at: http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations 

	5
	Plans for making results public

	5.1
	The results of the consultation and the Department's response will be published on the DfE e-consultation website in August 2012.


