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	Consultation on English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) Qualifications
Consultation Questions



(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
September 2012
Consultation questions
We invite you to answer to the questions below about our consultation on English for Speakers of Other Languages qualifications. We would like to hear what you think about our proposals so that the regulatory framework for ESOL qualifications is the best it can be.

We will publish the evaluation of responses to this consultation in early 2013.

It is important that we are able to understand who is responding to the consultation, and in what capacity. Therefore, we are asking all respondents to complete our information page.

The evaluation will only consider those responses where the information section has been completed.

Please note that, if you do not want your response to this consultation published, you must state clearly that your response is confidential.

The deadline for responses to this consultation is Monday 3rd December 2012 at 5pm.

How to respond to this consultation

Please respond to the consultation questions using one of these methods:

· Completing the online response form at http://comment.ofqual.gov.uk/esol-qualifications/respond/
· Emailing your response to consultations@ofqual.gov.uk . Please include the consultation title in the subject line of the email

Posting your response to: 
· ESOL Consultation, 
Reform team, 
Ofqual, Spring Place, 
Coventry Business Park, 
Herald Avenue, 
Coventry, 
CV5 6UB.
Questions

ESOL for life in the UK

1. To what extent do you agree that we should introduce new regulations for an ESOL for life in the UK qualification, designed to define and assess achievement of the Home Office’s English language requirements for entry, settlement or citizenship in the UK?

( ) Strongly agree

( ) Agree

( ) Disagree 

( ) Strongly disagree

( ) Don’t know/no opinion
2. Do you have any comments or suggestions about this? 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________
3. To what extent do you agree that ESOL for life in the UK is an appropriate title for this kind of qualification?

( ) Strongly agree

( ) Agree

( ) Disagree 

( ) Strongly disagree

( ) Don’t know/no opinion
4. Do you have any comments or other suggestions for an appropriate title?
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________
5. To what extent do you agree that we should require ESOL for life in the UK qualifications to be set at any single level from Entry Level to Level 2, mapped to the descriptions of language proficiency in the  Common European Framework of Reference for Languages as follows:

· Entry Level 1 mapped to Common European Framework of Reference for Languages level A1

· Entry Level 2 mapped to Common European Framework of Reference for Languages level A2

· Entry Level 3 mapped to Common European Framework of Reference for Languages level B1

· Level 1 mapped to Common European Framework of Reference for Languages level B2

· Level 2 mapped to Common European Framework of Reference for Languages level C1?

( ) Strongly agree

( ) Agree

( ) Disagree 

( ) Strongly disagree

( ) Don’t know/no opinion
6. Do you have any comments or suggestions about this?
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

7. To what extent do you agree that we should require that the qualification should clearly indicate the areas covered in relation to: 

· The demand of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages common reference levels
· How contextualised activities, as appropriate to the student group, relate to the four Common European Framework of Reference for Languages domains (public, personal, educational and occupational)
· Communicative and linguistic competences
· Coverage of production and interaction (for speaking mode)?

( ) Strongly agree

( ) Agree

( ) Disagree 

( ) Strongly disagree

( ) Don’t know/no opinion
8. Do you have any comments or suggestions about this?
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

9. To what extent do you agree that we should require that ESOL for life in the UK should demonstrate a clear relationship to the Adult ESOL Core Curriculum and meet the requirements of the National Standards for Adult Literacy?
( ) Strongly agree

( ) Agree

( ) Disagree 

( ) Strongly disagree

( ) Don’t know/no opinion
10. Do you have any comments or other suggestions about this?
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

11. To what extent do you agree that we should require that the qualification should assign a minimum of 60 guided learning hours?
( ) Strongly agree

( ) Agree

( ) Disagree 

( ) Strongly disagree

( ) Don’t know/no opinion
12. Do you have any comments or suggestions about this?
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

13. To what extent do you agree that requiring 100 per cent external assessment will help to secure the standard of this qualification?

( ) Strongly agree

( ) Agree

( ) Disagree 

( ) Strongly disagree

( ) Don’t know/no opinion
14. Do you have any comments or suggestions about this?
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

15. To what extent do you agree that verification of valid official photographic identification at assessments will help to maintain the security of this qualification?

( ) Strongly agree

( ) Agree

( ) Disagree 

( ) Strongly disagree

( ) Don’t know/no opinion
16. Do you have any comments or suggestions about this?
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

17. Do you have any other comments or suggestions about this qualification?

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________
ESOL International

18. To what extent do you agree that we should introduce regulations for ESOL International qualifications, based on existing regulations?
( ) Strongly agree

( ) Agree

( ) Disagree 

( ) Strongly disagree

( ) Don’t know/no opinion
19. Do you have any comments or suggestions about this? 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

20. To what extent do you agree that the ESOL International title should be kept?

( ) Strongly agree

( ) Agree

( ) Disagree 

( ) Strongly disagree

( ) Don’t know/no opinion
21. Do you have any comments or other suggestions for an appropriate title? 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

22. To what extent do you agree that we should require ESOL International qualifications to be set at any single level from Entry Level to Level 3, mapped to the descriptions of language proficiency in the  Common European Framework of Reference for Languages as follows:
· Entry Level 1 mapped to Common European Framework of Reference for Languages level A1

· Entry Level 2 mapped to Common European Framework of Reference for Languages level A2

· Entry Level 3 mapped to Common European Framework of Reference for Languages level B1

· Level 1 mapped to Common European Framework of Reference for Languages level B2

· Level 2 mapped to Common European Framework of Reference for Languages level C1

· Level 3 mapped to Common European Framework of Reference for Languages level C2?
( ) Strongly agree

( ) Agree

( ) Disagree 

( ) Strongly disagree

( ) Don’t know/no opinion
23. Do you have any comments or suggestions about this?
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

24. To what extent do you agree that the qualification should clearly indicate the areas covered in relation to: 

· The demand of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages common reference levels
· How contextualised activities, as appropriate to the student group, relate to the four Common European Framework of Reference for Languages domains (public, personal, educational and occupational)
· Communicative and linguistic competences
· Coverage of production and interaction (for speaking mode)?

( ) Strongly agree

( ) Agree

( ) Disagree 

( ) Strongly disagree

( ) Don’t know/no opinion 

25. Do you have any comments or suggestions about this?
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________
26. To what extent do you agree that we should require that the qualification should reflect the interests and needs of adult learners at all levels and not be designed specifically for use pre-16?
( ) Strongly agree

( ) Agree

( ) Disagree 

( ) Strongly disagree

( ) Don’t know/no opinion
27. Do you have any comments or suggestions about this?
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

28. ___________________________________________________________________To what extent do you agree that we should not set a requirement for ESOL International to be based on the requirements of the Adult ESOL Core Curriculum and the National Standards for Adult Literacy?
( ) Strongly agree

( ) Agree

( ) Disagree 

( ) Strongly disagree

( ) Don’t know/no opinion
29. Do you have any comments or other suggestions about this?
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

30. To what extent do you agree that requiring 100 per cent external assessment will help to secure the standard of this qualification?

( ) Strongly agree

( ) Agree

( ) Disagree 

( ) Strongly disagree

( ) Don’t know/no opinion
31. Do you have any comments or suggestions about this?
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

32. Do you have any other comments or suggestions about this qualification?
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

ESOL Skills for Life and ESOL for Work
33. To what extent do you agree that we should withdraw the existing regulations for ESOL Skills for Life qualifications?

( ) Strongly agree

( ) Agree

( ) Disagree 

( ) Strongly disagree

( ) Don’t know/no opinion
34. Do you have any comments or suggestions about this? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

35. To what extent do you agree that we should withdraw the existing regulations for ESOL for Work qualifications?

( ) Strongly agree

( ) Agree

( ) Disagree 

( ) Strongly disagree

( ) Don’t know/no opinion
36. Do you have any comments or suggestions about this?

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

Other
37. To what extent do you agree that we should not introduce additional qualification-specific Conditions (beyond those in the General Conditions of Recognition) for any other kinds of ESOL qualifications?

( ) Strongly agree

( ) Agree

( ) Disagree 

( ) Strongly disagree

( ) Don’t know/no opinion
38. Do you have any comments or suggestions about this? 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

39. Do you think that we should set any additional requirements for organisations that offer ESOL qualifications?

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________
40. Are there any equalities issues which have not been considered in the accompanying equality analysis?

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________



41. Do you have any other comments you would like to make about any aspect of these proposals?

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

Information pages: your details

Your name* 

____________________________________________ 

Your organisation’s name* 

____________________________________________ 

Organisation*

( ) School/college 

( ) Private training provider 

( ) Higher education institute 

( ) ESOL awarding organisation

( ) Other awarding organisation

( ) Student/learner 

( ) Parent/carer 

( ) Employer 

( ) Other representative group/interest group 

( ) Government body/organisation (national and local) 

( ) Other (including general public) 

School / College type 

( ) Academy and/or free school 

( ) Comprehensive 

( ) State selective 

( ) Independent 

( ) Special school 

( ) Further education/sixth form

( ) None of the above 

____________________________________________ 

How many staff does your organisation employ (full or part time)? 

( ) Fewer than 50 

( ) 50 to 249 

( ) 250 or more 

Representative group/interest group type 

( ) English language expert group 

( ) Refugee or immigrant representative or support group
( ) Equalities group 

( ) Union 

( ) Sector skills council

( ) Employer/business representative group

( ) Other voluntary or community group 

( ) None of the above 

Organisation name* 

____________________________________________ 

Nation* 

( ) England 

( ) Wales 

( ) Scotland 

( ) Northern Ireland 

( ) Other EU country (please state which) 

( ) Non-EU country (please state which)

Email address* 

____________________________________________ 

How did you find out about this consultation?

( ) Our newsletter or another of our communications
( ) Via internet search

( ) From our website

( ) Via another organisation (please state which)

( ) Other (please state how)

May we contact you for more information? 

[ ] Yes                       [ ] No

Would you like us to treat your response as confidential? 

[ ] Yes                       [ ] No

We are changing the way we communicate. We want to write clearly, directly and put the reader first. Overall, do you think we have got this right in this document? 

( ) Yes 

( ) No 

Do you have any comments or suggestions about this? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________
We wish to make our publications widely accessible. Please contact us if you have any specific accessibility requirements.
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