Generic grade descriptors and supplementary subject-specific
guidance for inspectors on making judgements during visits to
schools

Subject feedback letters, following survey visits, normally contain separate
judgements on:

= the achievement of pupils in the subject

= the quality of teaching in the subject

= the quality of the curriculum in the subject

= the quality of leadership and management of the subject
= the overall effectiveness of the subject.

In coming to these judgements, inspectors will use the relevant criteria and
grade descriptors from the 2012 Section 5 evaluation schedule as they can be
applied to individual subjects. Key elements of these descriptors are set out in
the left-hand columns of the supplementary subject-specific guidance though
inspectors may refer to the whole section 5 evaluation schedule where
appropriate. Alongside them (for achievement, teaching, the curriculum and
leadership and management) are supplementary, subject-specific descriptors
which provide additional guidance. This guidance is available for each of the
15 subjects in the survey programme as Word and PDF files from the Ofsted
website: www.ofsted.gov.uk/publications/20100015.

It is important to note that this guidance is intended only to inform the
judgements made by specialist inspectors carrying out subject survey visits. It
is not for use on Section 5 whole-school inspections.


http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/publications/20100015

