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The Active Shakespeare: Capturing evidence of learning materials provide teachers with 

a way of building assessment into their ongoing teaching of Shakespeare that supports 

the periodic assessment of reading. The supporting exemplification materials give 

examples of evidence generated by pupils working at different levels and can be used as 

a resource and reference point for teachers. Each set of exemplification includes: 

 examples of the pupil’s classroom work drawing on the synoptic task and the 

reflection log  

 commentary on the evidence at assessment focus (AF) level which contributes to a 

judgement on the pupil's overall reading level  

 teacher observations contributing to the assessment judgement  

 an assessment summary outlining the overall evidence that could contribute to a 

periodic reading judgement for the different AFs.  

These Active Shakespeare materials provide a useful and varied range of written 

and oral evidence that will contribute towards a periodic review of pupils' progress 

in reading using the Assessing Pupils' Progress (APP) guidelines. Because the 

material relates to a single text and helps to generate evidence for selected 

assessment focuses only, it does not provide sufficient evidence on its own to 

make an overall judgement of a pupil's reading level.  
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STAGE 1 

 Resource 1: Class version of The Tempest 

 

 

The pupil is able to identify that the level of tension and impact on the reader of the line, 

“Do hiss me into madness”, depends on how it is delivered by an actor, but there is limited 

explanation (AF6 L4 b3). 

 

Simple 
comment on 
overall effect 
on reader 
AF6 L4 b3 
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STAGE 3 

  Resource 2: Caliban 

 

  

 

During a discussion with a partner, the pupil is able to identify the impact of some of the 

key words that would affect an audience’s viewpoint of Caliban (AF5). 

Some basic 
features of 
writer’s use of 
language 
identified 
AF5 L4 b2 
 

Comments 
supported by 
some generally 
relevant textual 
reference or 
quotation 
AF2 L4 b2 
 

Some basic 
features of 
writer’s use of 
language 
identified 
AF5 L4 b2 
 

Comments 
make 
inferences 
based on 
evidence from 
different points 
in the text 
AF3 L4 b1 
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The pupil is able to recognise that by act 2 scene 2 Stephano has changed his view of 

Caliban. During whole class discussion the pupil understood that characters alter their 

opinion of Caliban as they witness his actions (AF4 L4 b1). 

Some 
structural 
choices 
identified with 
simple 
comment 
AF4 L4 b1 
 

Inferences 
often correct, 
but comments 
are not 
always rooted 
securely in 
the text or 
repeat 
narrative or 
content 
AF3 L4 b2 
 

Simple 
comments on 
writer’s use of 
language 
AF5 L4 b2 
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  Synoptic task: Interpretation of Caliban or Ariel 

 

Simple 
comments 
show some 
awareness of 
writer’s 
viewpoint 
AF6 L4 b2 
 

Simple 
comment on 
writer’s use of 
language 
AF5 L4 b2 
 

Comments 
make 
inferences 
based on 
evidence from 
different 
points in the 
text 
AF3 L4 b1 
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Synoptic task: Interpretation of Caliban or Ariel (continued) 

 

In his personal interpretation of Caliban the pupil has selected lines which build a strong 

picture of Caliban and his journey through the play. The pupil has commented on how 

other characters would react to his lines and how the actors should deliver the lines, 

which indicates a basic understanding of viewpoint.  

Simple 
comment on 
writer’s use of 
language  
AF5 L4 b2 
 

Simple 
comments 
show some 
awareness of 
writer’s 
viewpoint 
AF6 L4 b2 
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Teacher observations 

During the course of the activities the teacher noted that, while working with a partner, the 

pupil was able to apply his understanding of the pronouns exercise in the 9 point 

performance plan to comment on changes in Caliban and how others see him. During 

group discussions in the follow-up activity after the 9 point performance plan the pupil 

showed an awareness of Caliban and made inferences rooted in textual evidence. The 

pupil was able to show his understanding of the character’s emotions by suggesting how 

lines should be delivered. The writer’s viewpoints were clearly identified but with limited 

explanation during whole class discussions. 

Assessment summary 

AF4 There is limited evidence of AF4 in the pupil’s reflection log. However, during whole 

class discussions he was able to demonstrate some understanding of how The Tempest 

was organised and structured to tell Caliban’s story. 

AF5 There is good evidence for AF5 at level 4. Annotations on lines by and about Caliban 

show examples in which the pupil has demonstrated the ability to consider the purpose 

behind Shakespeare’s choice of words. However, there is limited explanation of the 

language choices and comments are very straightforward and generalised. 

AF6 There is substantial evidence for AF6 at level 4. The pupil was able to identify the 

writer’s purpose and comment simply on how other characters view Caliban. The synoptic 

task demonstrates how the practical experience enabled the pupil to understand how the 

words would impact on the audience. 

In addition to the AFs above targeted specifically in these materials, there is also 

evidence for AF2 and AF3 which provides evidence towards a secure level 4 reading 

judgement. The pupil’s reflection log demonstrates a solid progression and understanding 

of the main themes explored in the play. 
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