
 

Children in good or 
outstanding schools 
 

Ad-hoc notice 

 
August 2018 

  



Contents 
Introduction 3 

Main findings 3 

Data table 4 

Methodology and data limitations 5 



Introduction 
This statistical notice sets out trends in the number and proportions of children attending 
good or outstanding schools in England.  The data underpinning this notice can be found 
at OFSTED’s statistics website here and here. 

Main findings 
Since 2010 there has been an increase in both the number, and the proportion, of 
children attending good or outstanding schools in England. 

 

Chart 1: trends in the number of children in good or outstanding schools 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/changes-to-ofsteds-statistical-reporting-of-inspection-outcomes-for-state-funded-schools-an-analysis-of-the-changes
https://public.tableau.com/profile/ofsted#!/vizhome/Dataview/Viewregionalperformanceovertime
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Chart 2: Trends in the proportion of children in good or outstanding schools 

 

Data table 

  

Number of 
children in 
good or 
outstanding 
schools1 

Number of 
children in 
schools with 
an inspection 

Proportion of 
children in 
good or 
outstanding 
schools2 

Increase in 
the number of 
children in 
good or 
outstanding 
schools since 
2010 

Aug-10        4,863,000           7,360,000  66%   
Aug-11        5,008,000          7,358,000  68%          145,000  
Aug-12          5,063,000         7,437,000  68%            200,000  
Aug-13          5,614,000           7,380,000  76%             750,000  
Aug-14          5,819,000           7,584,000  77%             956,000  
Aug-15          6,154,000          7,696,000  80%          1,290,000  
Aug-16          6,607,000           7,785,000  85%          1,744,000  
Aug-17          6,785,000           7,952,000  85%          1,922,000  
Mar-18          6,723,000          7,854,000  86%          1,859,000  

 

                                            

 
1 Rounded to the nearest 1,000. 
2 Of those schools which have an inspection outcome report.  Based on unrounded underlying data. 
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Methodology and data limitations 
The data set out in this notice are taken from OFSTED’s state-funded schools inspection 
and outcome statistics as at 31 March 2018.  OFSTED revised their statistical 
methodology for inspections in June 2018.  Further details can be found here.  Over the 
period January 2010 to January 2018 there was an increase of around 600,000 in the 
number of children in state schools in England.  Overall statistics on the number of 
children in state schools in England are available here. 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/maintained-schools-and-academies-inspections-and-outcomes-official-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/schools-pupils-and-their-characteristics-january-2018
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You may re-use this document/publication (not including logos) free of charge in any 
format or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence v2.0. Where we 
have identified any third party copyright information you will need to obtain permission 
from the copyright holders concerned. 

To view  this licence: 
visit  www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2 
email  psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk 

About this publication: 
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