ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES TO THE CALL FOR VIEWS TO INFORM THE GREEN PAPER ON SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND DISABILITIES
SUMMARY

To inform the forthcoming Green Paper on children and young people with special educational needs (SEN) and disabilities, the Department issued a call for views to everyone with an interest in SEN and disabilities in England.  
We asked questions on key areas such as the processes for identifying and assessing children with SEN, raising expectations of children and young people, involving parents and the transition from school to adult life.  
The consultation ran from 10 September to 15 October, and the responses will help to shape the Green Paper and ensure that the proposals we put forward build on the experience and expertise of families and those supporting them.
The call for views is part of ongoing consultation to inform the development of the Green Paper, including discussions with our partners – including parents, professionals from health, education, social care and other areas, representative bodies and those from the voluntary sector.
In the meantime, we are pleased to have received 1821 responses to the call for views consultation, and that 40% of these responses came from parents of children with SEN and disabilities.

This document sets out who responded to the call for views and the top ten points raised in response to the six questions we asked:
1. Are the SEN and disability statutory frameworks – including the SEN statementing process – helping children and young people to get what they need? If not, what changes could help?
2. How can we identify children's special educational needs earlier, and make sure that they get the support they need as quickly as possible?

3. How can we improve the processes for special educational needs and disability – in schools, in assessments, and across all services – so that professionals can spend more of their time with children and their families?

4. How can we ensure all schools and colleges have high expectations for children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities, including their future potential and contribution to society?

5. How can we improve the choices of schools and services available to parents and improve opportunities for them to be involved in decisions that affect their family?

6. How can we improve the transition from school to adult life for young people with special educational needs and disabilities and the support provided for their families throughout?
We also asked for ideas and examples of what is working well.  We received many responses to this question which will also inform the development of the Green Paper.
The following analysis report shows a breakdown of the respondent groups and the top ten themes made in response to each of the six questions:
Total responses to call for views: 1821
	Respondent group
	Number of responses

	Parent or carer
	731
	40% 

	Local authority
	251
	14% 

	Head teacher or teacher
	169
	9% 

	SEN co-ordinator
	95
	5% 

	National voluntary organisation
	81
	4% 

	Children’s services
	74
	4% 

	Consultant or professionals
	69
	4% 

	School or college
	67
	4% 

	Local voluntary organisation
	65
	4% 

	Educational psychologist
	42
	2% 

	Governor
	35
	2% 

	Academic
	32
	2% 

	Professional association or union
	22
	1% 

	Parent partnership
	21
	1% 

	Child or young person (Their views were mainly represented by some of the organisations above)
	2
	0% 

	Other
	65
	4%

	Total:
	1821
	100%


Question 1:  Are the SEN and Disability statutory frameworks – including the SEN statementing process – helping children and young people to get what they need? If not, what changes could help?

There were 1708 responses to this question, some covering multiple themes
	Options
	Number of responses

	No
	866
	51% 

	Not Sure
	453
	27% 

	Yes
	389
	23% 


	Top ten  themes identified in response to question 1
	Number of responses 

	Statutory framework process is too bureaucratic 
	562
	33 %

	Statutory framework process is adversarial
	387
	23 %

	Statutory framework process is not working effectively
	302
	18 %

	Greater parental involvement needed
	213
	13%

	There are difficulties in implementing the statutory frameworks
	199
	12%

	More joined-up approach between agencies and professionals 
	188
	11%

	Inconsistencies in the statementing process of LAs
	184
	11%

	Inconsistencies in support provided by LAs
	183
	11%

	SEN statements perceived as releasing more resources
	151
	9%

	Focus on outcomes for children required
	134
	8%


	Top ten themes identified in response to question 2
	Number of responses 

	Identifying children’s needs as early as possible
	624
	 40%

	Improved SEN and disability training for teachers and practitioners 
	613
	39%

	Greater involvement of parents
	486
	31%

	More joined-up approach between agencies and professionals 
	460
	29%

	Faster intervention in response to children’s identified need
	390
	25%

	Identifying and supporting children’s needs pre-school
	219
	14%

	Using educational psychologists more efficiently
	155
	10%

	More and better SEN and disability trained health visitors
	154
	10%

	Clearer referral routes to access services
	154
	10%

	More regular and earlier child development checks
	131
	8%

	Greater role for support services
	107
	7%


Question 2:  How can we identify children's special educational needs earlier, and make sure that they get the support they need as quickly as possible?

There were 1565 responses to this question, some covering multiple themes
Question 3:  How can we improve the processes for special educational needs and disability – in schools, in assessments, and across all services – so that professionals can spend more of their time with children and their families?

There were 1450 responses to this question, some covering multiple themes

	Top ten  themes identified in response to question 3
	Number of responses 

	More joined-up approach between agencies and professionals 
	494
	34 %

	Reduce bureaucracy of processes
	471
	33 %

	More SEN and disability training for teachers
	332
	23%

	More resources to support children’s needs
	274
	19%

	More specialist support for children and their families
	236
	16%

	Greater transparency of processes needed
	122
	8%

	Clearer and more accessible funding arrangements 
	116
	8%

	Better integrated working to identify need, for example by using common assessments
	100
	7%

	Higher profile for the role of SEN co-ordinator 
	89
	6%

	More key worker support to children and families
	89
	6%

	Improve consistency of local provision of services
	86
	6%


Question 4: How can we ensure all schools and colleges have high expectations for children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities, including their future potential and contribution to society?
There were 1397 responses to this question, some covering multiple themes
	Top ten themes identified in response to question 4
	Number of Responses

	Better SEN and disability teacher training required
	432
	31%

	A more child-centred approach to learning in schools
	323
	23%

	Improved SEN and disability training for other practitioners
	263
	19%

	A cultural shift in schools to support achievements of children with SEN and disability
	258
	19%

	More personalised teaching approaches to support children with SEN and disability 
	176
	13%

	Greater availability of professional support to families of children with SEN and disability
	174
	13%

	Better involvement of parents in their children’s learning
	173
	12%

	More sharing of good practice
	152
	11%

	Closer monitoring of progress towards children’s outcomes
	148
	11%

	Greater accountability of schools’ SEN and disability provision
	112
	8%


Question 5:  How can we improve the choices of schools and services available to parents and improve opportunities for them to be involved in decisions that affect their family?
There were 1459 responses to this question, some covering multiple themes
	Top ten themes identified  in response to question 5
	Number of responses 

	More parental involvement in choosing schools
	662
	45 %

	Clearer information for parents on school choices
	532
	36 %

	More joined-up approach between agencies and professionals 
	327
	22 %

	Greater choice of either mainstream or special schools, depending on children’s needs
	299
	21%

	Increased availability of mainstream SEN and disability provision 
	246
	17%

	Increased availability of special schools
	241
	17%

	More efficient use of funding and resources
	231
	16%

	Greater accountability of schools for SEN and disability provision
	132
	9%

	Increased availability of SEN units 
	105
	7%

	More parental control over use of resources
	104
	7%


Question 6: How can we improve the transition from school to adult life for young people with special educational needs and disabilities and the support provided for their families throughout
There were 1247 responses to this question, some covering multiple themes
	Top ten themes identified  in response to question 6
	Number of responses

	Better co-ordination between children and adult services to support children’s transition
	486
	39%

	More joined-up approaches between agencies and professionals required
	343
	28%

	More focus on teaching children life skills
	280
	23%


	Improve young people’s post-16 training and career opportunities
	264
	21%

	Earlier planning for children’s transition to adulthood
	230
	18%

	More involvement of children in planning their  own future
	194
	16%

	Clearer information to parents
	192
	15%

	Support children’s learning in school with better  links to employment opportunities
	170
	14%

	More key workers to support young people and their families
	160
	13%

	Better access and support to Further Education pathways
	156
	13%
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