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Main findings for primary schools — 2002/03
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GCSE results for science:
all maintained secondary schools — 2003

A* A B [ D E F G u
Combined science-double award | 3.3 7.6 123 279 202 140 86 3.7 22
Combined science-single award | 0.1 0.6 19 118 17.8 21.7 227 140 87

Biology 113 246 284 223 86 26 12 05 05
Chemistry 123 225 261 252 98 24 08 03 03
Physics 133 243 253 237 98 23 06 02 04

GCSE results for all subjects:
all maintained secondary schools — 2003

A* A B C D E F G ]
All subjects 3.7 104 172 238 183 125 7.4 37 24

Main findings for secondary schools — 2002/03

® There have been significant improvements in science in more than half of schools since
the last inspection. There has been less improvement post-16, with only four schools in
ten making good progress.

® In Key Stage 3, pupils’ achievement has risen and is now good or better in six out of ten
schools compared with half of schools at Key Stage 4.

® Results in national tests have improved slightly, with 68% of pupils at Key Stage 3
reaching the expected level 5 and an increase of seven percentage points in the
proportion of pupils gaining level 6 or above. This year’s tests gave greater emphasis than
previously to scientific enquiry.

® General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) results have also improved slightly
with 51.2% of pupils who took combined science double award gaining a grade C or
above. There has been a small drop in the proportion of single-award candidates gaining
grade C or above and little change in performance in separate biology, chemistry and
physics. Nine out of ten pupils took double science.

® A Level results show a slight improvement in physics, chemistry and biology. Across all
three subjects girls’ attainment is higher than that of boys, particularly at the higher
grades, and with an average point score around six percentage points higher.

® The Advanced Subsidiary (AS) level results show a slight decline from last year. The
average point score is around 1% lower for physics and chemistry with biology declining
by 1.8%. Again, the performance of girls is higher than boys, but by a smaller margin.

® The quality of teaching has changed very little at Key Stage 4. However, at Key Stage 3
there have been improvements in teachers’ knowledge and understanding, planning,
expectations and teaching methods.

® There has been a corresponding improvement in pupils’ pace of learning, interest and
independence at Key Stage 3.

® There is greater monitoring of pupils’ performance in science than previously, leading to
effective action to bring about improvement, particularly at Key Stage 3.

® Assessment is beginning to broaden and have a greater influence on curriculum planning.
At Key Stage 3 the use of ongoing assessment to provide immediate feedback to teachers
and pupils is becoming established. This is less common at Key Stage 4.

® The use of scientific enquiry has strengthened at Key Stage 3 but remains narrow at Key
Stage 4 where it is less well integrated into the curriculum.

A full version of the 2002/03 report can be found on the Ofsted website (www.ofsted.gov.uk).
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