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Main findings for primary schools — 2002/03

e In six schools in ten there has been significant improvement in
information and communication technology (ICT) since the
previous inspection, a higher proportion than in any other subject.
Much of this improvement has taken place over the last two
years.

e Pupils’ achievement has continued to improve and gains have
been better than in any other subject at Key Stages 1 and 2.
Even so, there is continuing underachievement in one school in
seven at Key Stage 2 and one in ten at Key Stage 1 and for
under-fives. Pupils with special educational needs (SEN) make
satisfactory progress.

e In both Key Stages 1 and 2, teachers’ skills, knowledge and
understanding have improved greatly compared with 2001/02, as
has their planning.

e The quality and use of ongoing assessment are unsatisfactory in
almost one school in five. Teachers continue to lack confidence in
making summative assessments of pupils’ ICT capability against
National Curriculum levels.

e Leadership and management of the subject continue to improve,
with two schools in three now providing clear educational direction
for ICT developments.

e Most schools make timetabled provision for ICT, but many
continue to find the application of ICT within other subjects
difficult. The quality and range of learning opportunities are
unsatisfactory in one school in seven.

e At Key Stages 1 and 2, pupils continue to respond to ICT in a
very positive way; their behaviour is good and they engage well
with the work set, showing high levels of interest and
concentration.

e Some schools make very good use of classroom assistants and
technicians, but in others this potential is neglected.

A full version of the 2002/03 report can be found on the Ofsted
website (www.ofsted.gov.uk).
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Overview of ICT (percentage of secondary schools)
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GCSE results for ICT:
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A* A B C D E F G U
All pupils | 3.9 10.8 15.9 24.4 15.7 10.8 8.2 51 4.6
Boys 3.6 9.7 14.9 23.8 16.0 11.3 9.1 5.7 5.2
Girls 4.5 12.8 17.7 25.2 15.0 9.7 6.7 4.1 3.7
GCSE results for all subjects:
all maintained secondary schools — 2003
A* A B C D E F G U
All pupils | 3.7 10.4 17.2 23.8 18.3 12.5 7.4 3.7 2.4
Boys 29 8.5 15.4 23.2 19.3 14.0 8.7 4.4 29
Girls 4.4 12.3 18.9 24.4 17.3 11.0 6.2 29 1.9

Main findings for secondary schools — 2002/03

Over nine schools in ten have improved provision for ICT since
their last section 10 inspection; in over six schools in ten this
improvement has been significant.

Pupils’ achievement is good in half of schools at Key Stage 3, but
is unsatisfactory in one in seven: this rises to one in five at Key
Stage 4.

Overall, pupils with special educational needs do less well than
they should. The ICT curriculum for these pupils is often poorly
matched to their needs.

Teaching has continued to improve in quality, but still lags behind
other subjects. Teachers’ planning, the range of activities and
assessment all show significant improvement, however.
Teachers’ subject knowledge remains the key to the most
effective practice in specialist courses but is often a problem in
discrete ICT courses at Key Stage 3, where there is a high
proportion of non-specialists teaching the subject. There are
significant problems in the recruitment of ICT specialists in some
areas of the country.

There is little effective continuity from Key Stage 2 to 3 and many
schools fail to meet the very different needs of pupils as they
progress through the Key Stage.

Although there has been continuing slow improvement, one in five
schools fail to meet statutory requirements at Key Stage 3 and
one in three fail to meet them at Key Stage 4. The range of
options open to pupils to develop their capability at Key Stage 4 is
too limited.

Leadership and management of the subject have improved,
especially in the area of development planning, but particular
weaknesses remain, including procedures for monitoring pupils’
performance and the development of teaching.

The availability, deployment and use of resources for ICT have
improved significantly but many schools continue to struggle to
match the requirements for delivering ICT capability alongside the
use of ICT in other subjects.

A full version of the 2002/03 report can be found on the Ofsted
website (www.ofsted.gov.uk).
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