Geography with ICT in Key Stage 3

Year 7: Geography in the News 
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Rationale and context for the lesson
The lesson has two main aims: 

· to encourage pupils to understand current geographical issues so that they see the relevance of geography in everyday events 

· to enable pupils’ to apply their developing capability in ICT

Pupils are asked to research a current geographical issue which interests them, for example flooding events or refugees, and produce a brief summary. The summary can be displayed for later use and reference. A completed pupil outcome for this activity is provided as exemplification [link to Attachment 1].
The lesson activities make use of a variety of ICT capability but the teaching emphasis should be on the topic pupils have chosen: why is it of interest to geographers and how geography can help us to understand it better. The geographical outcomes may vary depending on the News topics chosen, but they should all have skills-related objectives in common - pupils will:

· study places in the news in terms of their geographical location and environment.

· learn how political, economic, social and environmental factors affect contemporary geographical issues.

As a result, pupils will search news websites and cut and paste relevant information into a document. Some may also be able to use and apply hyperlinks in their documents. Pupils will be able to review and develop their ICT specific vocabulary [insert link to Attachment 2]. They are taught the importance of acknowledging sources of images and information and should understand the need to rewrite text in their own words. Some pupils may realise that information is presented in different ways on different websites. They will begin to show an awareness of current geographical issues and many will understand the range of topics covered by geographers. They will continue to evaluate the use of ICT for both research and presentations of information. 

The lesson can form part of a sequence of learning in which pupils also use the school Learning Resource Centre.

Assessment opportunities.
The lesson outcomes can be used by the teacher to assess pupils’ geographical knowledge and understanding and their ICT capability. ICT which might be assessed include:

· use of simple search techniques to find information

· collection of information by downloading relevant pieces

· combining text and graphics to present information

· recognition of the need for quality and accuracy

· ability to review and consider how work might be improved

· evaluation of other pupils work

· comparison of work with other pupils

· recognition of the benefits of using ICT

Pupil prior learning

Geography.

Pupils need to be aware of what it is that makes geography unique as an academic subject. They should have been asked to consider geographical “topics” they have already studied or those shown in a Key Stage 3 textbook. They should have thought about and discussed how these topics might be linked to current events at different scales so that they begin to realise how often geographical issues feature in the news. Examples of extracts from a recent issue in the news could be provided. For example newspaper reports or something adapted from the RGS/IBG website at www.geographyinthenews.rgs.org/
ICT 
It is possible to complete this activity with pupils who may be new to a school’s network and have little ICT experience. They may benefit from a reminder about  logging on, creating a geography folder, opening a document, accessing and copying information from the internet. Pupils with more advanced capability can be asked to focus on rewriting information in their own words and/or combining two or more sources about the same issue.
ICT expertise needed by the teacher

The teacher needs an understanding of and some experience of using the school network. It is useful to have researched some current issues before the lesson so that he/she is aware of the level of information available. Not all pupils will easily be able to understand and interpret web based information. Again this is where the RGS-IBG Geography in the news website has an advantage over those of national newspapers and organisations. The teacher also needs to be aware of any possible problems in copying information from specific websites and, as with any lesson based on the Internet, is strongly advised to have paper copies of some current geographical issues available in case of network failure.

Resources for the lesson.
· planning framework [insert link to Attachment 3]
· A video or audio recording of a news programme or a newspaper articles about a recent geographical event or issue. The event could be local, national or global in scale.

· An appropriate list of current website. For example, those provided in the list below.

Useful websites
Provide the pupils with a list of appropriate websites, for example:

The Telegraph - www.telegraph.co.uk
The Times - www.the-times.co.uk
The Guardian - www.guardian.co.uk
The Observer - www.observer.co.uk
The Independent - www.independent.co.uk
The Mirror - www.mirror.co.uk
CNN - www.cnn.com
BBC News - www.bbc.co.uk/news
Remember to check that each site is accessible from school before the lesson.

Adapting the activity and follow up

This activity could be used or adapted in a number of ways, for example: 

· for a different topic, allowing a wider search and developing skills of refining searches (e.g. by adding and, not, or).

· different groups of pupils could be given different topics or different viewpoints on an issue to research and asked to present their findings to the class.

· using an interactive whiteboard or presentation software with video clips rather than written reports;

· by using a digital camera or video pupils could produce their own report (including text, photographs and/or video clip) about a local geographical issue. This would make an interesting addition for a departmental website.

· as an alternative to a wall display of one-sided summaries, individuals or pairs of pupils could produce a storyboard of the news item using presentation software. The results could be presented to the class as a news bulletin or included on a departmental website.

Lesson plan

	Learning objectives
	Learning outcomes

	Geography
We are learning to:

· ask geographical questions

· investigate topical issues using secondary sources

· collect and present evidence

· explain how and why changes happen in places, and the issues that these changes cause.
	Geography

What I am looking for is

· a summary of an issue which highlights why it is geographical, for example because it is about changes in a place which affect people and/or the environment.

	ICT

We are learning to:

· extend and refine search methods to be more efficient (e.g. by using key words and  ‘and’, ‘or’ and  ‘not’.

· use simple editing functions of common applications to organise text and illustrations in order to draft and refine a piece of work.
	ICT

What I am looking for is:

· sources of information (e.g. pictures) acknowledged so that I can see a variety of websites being used

· a one page summary of a current geographical issue which must include at least 1 appropriate illustration and a summary, in your own words, of the topic

	Starter

10 minutes
	Show a news extract on video or provide one or more newspaper cuttings about a topical geographical event e.g. a tectonic or flood event, a Fair Trade event.  Ask the class what makes it a ‘geographical’ issue and discuss noting key features on the board. Ask pupils to suggest other geographical issues in the news. List these list on the board. 

	Challenge 


10 - 15 minutes
	Use the following key questions to hold a class discussion and invite feedback:

· What do these issues tell us about geography? Expect an answers such as -  it affects peoples’ lives, it is about the environment and so on. Where possible link to the ‘big concepts’ of geography which you may already have on your classroom wall, for example, location, patterns, process, cause and effect, decision-making.
· How do we find out about current geographical issues? This will provide you with an insight into pupils’ experiences of searching the internet. At this point it is important to discuss the nature of news websites in relation to question such as: Do they present facts or opinions or both? Might they be biased in any way? How could we find out?

	Development 


45 - 60 minutes
	Ask pupils to carry out the following tasks. These can be reinforced this with a handout if necessary:

Pupils should produce a summary (no more than one A4 page) about a current geographical issue by copying and pasting information from one news website. They must focus on analysing the geography of the issue.  

· Provide pupils with a list of possible websites. Explain that, for this activity, they will not be using a search engine but it may be necessary for them to search within the website itself. If your school has either a large teacher-controlled monitor or an interactive whiteboard, model the activity step by step, thinking aloud to reveal how you are selecting individual search words and why. The BBC news website is suitable for demonstrating the use of a search facility within a website. 

· Explain to pupils that their news summary should have a heading, the source of photographs and other images must be acknowledged and the text must be re-written in their own words in order to make your expectations about presentation clear. Then show them an example of a pupil outcome for this task (link to Attachment 1 could be used if no other examples exist). Ask pupils to identify its strengths in relation to the learning objectives and outcome for the lesson and note these on the board, or annotate the example if you are using an interactive whiteboard.  Use questions such as:
· Is the topic geographical?

· What makes this ‘geographical?

· What are the big concepts behind the topic? e.g. cause and effect or sustainable development
· Has the pupil re-written the information in their own words… how can we tell this?

· Has the pupil acknowledged the sources of images?

· Has the text been formatted into columns?

Then ask pupils to suggest how the example might be improved and record relevant points on the board. Refer to these points throughout the lesson to make the success criteria for their work explicit.
· Before they begin the task, model the process they are going to carry out by selecting one page of text from a website and thinking aloud as you choose the text you want to copy and paste into your summary Word document. Make explicit the learning outcomes (above) identified for this lesson in your thinking e.g. ‘I’m going to select these two sentences because they describe the area affected by the flooding and then explain how people were forced to leave their homes to move to higher ground.’
Lower achieving pupils may need guidance in choosing an issue to research, a planning framework [insert link to Attachment 3] and additional ICT instructions, for example on how to create a folder. 

· Ask pupils to add a border and format the page into columns. They should then save their work into a folder on the school intranet, but you should check it before it is printed out. Allow the use of colour only if your school has the facility to print in colour.

· An extension activity may be required for some pupils. They could be asked to research the same issue on a different website and identify differences of opinion or data in their summary.

ICT Tip: One way of ensuring that pupils are not simply copying and pasting material is to get them to copy and paste a section of appropriate text and rewrite it in their own words using a different font – this also makes it easier for you to check. 

	Plenary  

10 – 15 minutes
	Ask pupils to self and peer-assess their work in pairs using the success criteria identified earlier in the lesson. Their discussions should focus on both the quality of their geographical understanding and their use of ICT. Eavesdrop on conversations and use good examples to provide feedback to the whole class.

Sum up by encouraging pupils to consider ways in which geography is important in these topics and draw together about the benefits of using ICT for this activity. Ask them to select one new geographical point and one ICT skill they have either learned or developed and two things they could improve in the future. These should be recorded either on the resultant display or in their books.

















