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Organising a Jigsaw activity

Jigsaw activities require extra preparation in terms of planning groups, but are well worth the effort. They help to focus and share group talk. The strategy enables pupils to pool their geographical knowledge and to develop their understanding together in the light of new information. It is a powerful tool when dealing with different opinions or perspectives.

In their ‘expert’ groups pupils discuss their point of view; these groups are then split up and merged into new ‘home’ groups which include at least one person from each ‘expert’ group. In their ‘home’ groups, pupils first share their expert knowledge, they then work together to form an opinion or answer a question, in this case: ‘How are these two images connected?’. 

You will need to think carefully about which pupils work well together and which combinations are best avoided. For the geomorphological activity there are four expert topics which, with a large class will necessitate two groups per topic. An example of how ‘expert’ groups (A-H) can be set up ahead of the lesson is shown below.
	Expert groups

	Headlands and Bays: Group A

1. Alan

2. Tim

3. Jenny

4. Jane
	Headlands and Bays: Group B

1. Sam

2. Zoe

3. Robert

4. John

	Stacks and Stumps: Group C

1. Mark

2. Steve

3. Paula

4. Lisa
	Stacks and Stumps: Group D

1. Georgina

2. Charlotte

3. Michael

4. James

	Longshore Drift: Group E

1. Cassie

2. Sean

3. Vicky

4. Tom
	Longshore Drift: Group F

1. Kathryn

2. Simon

3. Ben

4. Nicola

	Spits: Group G

1. Martin

2. Matthew

3. Helen

4. Emily
	Spits: Group H

1. Dan

2. Will

3. Faye

4. Louise


After working in ‘expert’ groups to formulate their specialist opinion, pupils then jigsaw into ‘home’ groups. In these groups they share information and formulate a final opinion or answer to a central question. The home groups in this case would be as follows:

	Home groups

	1. Alan (Headlands and Bays)

1. Mark (Stacks and Stumps)

1. Cassie (Longshore drift)

1. Martin (Spits)
	1. Sam

1. Georgina

1. Kathryn

1. Dan

	2.Tim

2. Steve

2. Sean

2. Matthew
	2. Zoe

2. Charlotte

2. Simon

2. Will

	3. Jenny

3. Paula

3. Vicky

3. Helen
	3. Robert

3. Michael

3. Ben

3. Faye

	4. Jane

4. Lisa

4. Tom

4. Emily
	4. John

4. James

4. Nicola

4. Louise
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