	Review of the regulations governing the registration of pupils in schools

Consultation Response Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 14 December 2005
Your comments must reach us by that date.
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The information you provide in your response will be subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which allow public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily mean that your response can be made available to the public as there are exemptions relating to information provided in confidence and information to which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies. You may request confidentiality by ticking the box provided, but you should note that neither this, nor an automatically-generated e-mail confidentiality statement, will necessarily exclude the public right of access.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Name
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	Organisation (if applicable)
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	Address:
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If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Dave Fletcher on:

Telephone:020 7925 5270

e-mail: david.fletcher@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888

Fax: 01928 794 311

e-mail: consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
Please insert X into one of the following boxes which best describes you as a respondent
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	School
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	Local Authority
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	Parent
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	Diocesan Board
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	Faith Group
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	Trade Union
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	Other
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	Please Specify:



	


1 Do you agree that schools should continue to keep Admissions Registers which record the details of pupils and their parents? (see paragraph 9)
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Comments:



	


2 Do you agree that children officially become registered at a school on the first day that the school expected them to attend? (see paragraphs 10-14)
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Comments:



	


Attendance
3 Do you agree that Travellers’ children who are present at another school or alternative provision should be marked as “present at approved educational activity”? (see paragraphs 21-23)
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Comments:



	


4 Do you believe that schools which are partially closed should record the pupils affected as “authorised absence” or “school closed”? (see paragraphs 24-26)
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	Authorised Absence
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	School Closed
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	Comments:



	


Deleting Pupils from the Registers
5 a) Should it be mandatory that a school delete a pupil from the register once it has confirmation that  (see paragraph 28):
the child is being educated outside the school system?
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	Yes
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	No


5 b) the pupil has completed their compulsory education? 
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	Yes
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	No


5 c)  the pupil has been permanently excluded? 
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	Yes
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	No


5 d) the pupil has died? 
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	Yes
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	No


5 e) the pupil has moved to another school? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Comments:



	


6 Do you agree that there should be a 10 day period of grace before a pupil who fails to return from extended leave of absence is deleted from the registers? (see paragraphs 33-35)
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Comments:



	


7 Do you agree that the regulations should make it clear when it is mandatory to delete pupils and when it is discretionary? (see paragraph 32)
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Comments:



	


8 Do you agree that schools should only have the authority to delete pupils with medical conditions if a medical professional has confirmed that they are too ill to attend school and unlikely to be well enough to return to school before completing their compulsory education? (see paragraphs 36-38)
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Comments:



	


9 Do you agree that schools should not be required to delete pupils with medical needs for whom such a confirmation in available if they believe it is inappropriate to do so? (see paragraphs 36-38)
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Comments:



	


10 Do you agree that schools should not be required to delete pupils who are in custody if they believe it is more appropriate that they stay on the register? (see paragraphs 36-38)
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Comments:



	


11 Do you agree that pupils who are “on remand” should not be deleted from the registers? (see paragraphs 39-48)
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Comments:



	


12 Do you agree that schools should have the authority to delete pupils who are serving a custodial sentence from the registers? (see paragraphs 39-48)
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	Agree, go to question 13
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	Disagree, go to question 14
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	Comments:



	


13 If so, what should the minimum length of the sentence be before schools’ have the power to delete pupils from the register? (see paragraphs 39-48)
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	None
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	1 month
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	2 months
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	3months
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	6 months
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	1 year

	[image: image65.png]



	Other (please state)
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	Comments:



	


14 Do you agree that pupils in custody who remain on the school roll should only be given “present at approved educational activity” for those sessions where they attend educational activities with other sessions treated as absent? (see paragraphs 39-48)
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Comments:



	


15 Do you agree that there should be no changes to the restrictions on dual registered pupils? (see paragraph 48)
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Comments:



	


16 Do you agree that the regulations should make it clear that pupils should only be deleted after 4 weeks of continuous unauthorised absence? (see paragraph 49-50)
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Comments:



	


17 Should schools have the same authority to remove Travellers’ children who are only registered at one school from the register as they have for other children? (see paragraph 52)
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	Yes
	[image: image77.png]



	No
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	Comments:



	


Compulsory and Non-compulsory school age pupils
Do you agree that the regulations should prescribe different treatment for compulsory and non-compulsory school-age children for? (see paragraph 53)

18 a) Attendance:
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	Agree
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	Disagree


18 b) Deletion from the roll:
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Comments:



	


Returns (see paragraph 54-58)

19 Should the regulations be relaxed to allow schools to accept a parental note and therefore not report a pupil’s absence to the local authority?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Comments:



	


20 Should the regulations on returns be amended to reflect the current treatment of attendance at another school?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Comments:



	


21 Should the list of circumstances when schools must inform local authorities about deletions from the roll be extended?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Comments:



	


Electronic and Manual Registers (see paragraph 59-60)

22 Should the requirement to take a print out of electronic registers be replaced with a requirement to make back-up files at least once a month?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Comments:



	


23 Should the requirement that all changes are recorded on hard copies of electronic register be replaced with a requirement that the relevant information is recorded electronically?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Comments:



	


24 Should the regulations governing the use of manual registers remain the same?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Comments:



	


Preserving the Registers (see paragraph 62-63)

25 Should the regulations permit schools to store old registers electronically?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Comments:



	


26 How long should registers be preserved?
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	Not preserved
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	1 year after the last entry
	[image: image107.png]



	2 years after the last entry
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	3years after the last entry
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	4 years after the last entry
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	5yrs after the last entry
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	1 year after the last pupil leaves the school
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	2 years after the last pupil leaves the school
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	3 years after the last pupil leaves the school
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	4years after the last pupil leaves the school
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	5 years after the last pupil leaves the school
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	Other period (please state how long)_____________
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	Comments:



	


27 We want to ensure that the regulations support schools and local authorities work to bear down on absence and give pupils the help they need whilst reducing bureaucracy. Please let us have your comments, suggestions and ideas, both on the issues raised in this consultation document and on any other areas you consider worth exploring. 
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	Comments:



	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply [image: image119.png]



Here at the Department for Education and Skills we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?
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Yes
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No


All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions are being asked and the timescale for responses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the use of a designated consultation co-ordinator.

6. Ensure your consultation follows better regulation best practice, including carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the Cabinet Office Website: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/regulation/consultation-guidance/content/introduction/index.asp

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 14 December 2005

Send by post to: 

Consultation Unit
Area 1A
Castle View House
East Lane
Runcorn
Cheshire WA7 2GJ

Or by e-mail to: registers.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk 

 

