	National minimum fostering allowances

Consultation Response Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 25 April 2006
Your comments must reach us by that date.
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The information you provide in your response will be subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which allow public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily mean that your response can be made available to the public as there are exemptions relating to information provided in confidence and information to which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies. You may request confidentiality by ticking the box provided, but you should note that neither this, nor an automatically-generated e-mail confidentiality statement, will necessarily exclude the public right of access.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Name
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	Organisation (if applicable)
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	Address:
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Helen Nistala on 020 7273 5898 or Kate Lyons on 020 7273 1286

e-mail: allowances.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888

Fax: 01928 794 113

e-mail: consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
Please mark an X in the box below that best decribes you as a respondent
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	local authority (LA) foster carer
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	independent fostering provider (IFP) foster carer
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	friends and family foster carer

	[image: image10.png]



	foster carers' association
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	young person with experience of foster care
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	children's social worker
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	supervising social worker
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	fostering team leader
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	manager (LA)
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	manager (IFP)
	[image: image17.png]



	strategic manager (LA)
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	strategic manager (IFP)
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	finance/accounting officer (LA)
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	finance/accounting officer (IFP)
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	IT manager (LA)
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	IT manager (IFP)
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	parent of child in foster care
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	elected member
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	children's rights and participation officer
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	independent reviewing officer
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	fostering organisation
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	children's charity
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	other
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	Please Specify:



	


Questions 1 - 5 relate to the proposed methodology for setting the national minimum allowance, set out in section two of the consultation paper.

1 Do you agree that the national minimum allowance should be based on actual expenditure?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


2 Do you think that our methodology captures the key categories of expenditure involved in caring for a fostered child?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


3 Do you think that the national minimum allowance should include an element to compensate for the fact that fostered children are less likely to have money spent on them by grandparents or other family members or friends?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


4 Do you agree that it is reasonable to increase the cost of caring for a non-fostered child by 50% to take account of extra costs associated with fostering children?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


5 Do you agree that the estimate of costs should be linked with average income, as a means of uprating the allowances each year?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Questions 6 and 7 relate to the possibility of introducing regional variation in the level of the national minimum allowance - as described in paragraphs 2.20.

6 Is there evidence to support regional variation in the national minimum allowance?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


7 If so, which of the following do you think is the right approach?
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	Higher rate in London only
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	Higher rate in London and the South East
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	Other - specify
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	Comments:



	


Questions 8-10 relate to the possibility of varying the allowance according to the age of the fostered child, as discussed in paragraphs 2.21-2.24.

8 In your experience, should the allowance rate vary according to the age of the child?
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	Yes
	[image: image60.png]



	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


9 If so, should we use the age bands above (adding 17 year olds to the secondary school band)? If, you do not think we should use these age bands, please comment.
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	Yes
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	No
	[image: image65.png]



	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


10 Is there evidence to support a higher allowance rate for 16-17 year olds, in comparison with, say, 11-15 year olds?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Questions 11 and 12 relate to the good practice principles, which we are suggesting should underpin all good payment systems. 

11 Do these qualities reflect the most important aspects of an effective payment system?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


12 Is there anything missing?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Questions 13 and 14 refer to Section 3(i) Publicising the fostering service's policies about allowances, paragraphs 3.9 to 3.11.

13 What additional financial information should foster carers receive?
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	Comments:



	


14 What are the best ways to ensure that foster carers/others interested in fostering receive key information?
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	Comments:



	


Questions 15 and 16 refer to section 3(ii): Timely authorisation and payment of allowances.

15 a) Should the expectation be that Local Authorities will link their payment systems for foster carers to the Integrated Children's System?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


15 b) What might be a comparable expectation for independent fostering providers?
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	Comments:



	


16 Are there other models of existing practice that have successfully reduced delay in this area? Please describe.
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	Comments:



	


Questions 17 and 18 refer to Section 3(iii): Clear, consistent decision-making processes, paragraphs 3.18 and 3.19.

17 Do you agree with the recomendations above?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


18 What else is needed to ensure clarity and consistency?
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	Comments:



	


Questions 19 and 20 refer to Section 3(iv): Flexible and innovative ways to reflect the circumstances of the child and foster carer.

19 Are these suggestions workable?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


20 What other innovative models have you found to be effective?
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	Comments:



	


Questions 21 and 22 relate to Section 3(V): Universal additional entitlements, paragraphs 3.23 and 3.24.

21 a) In your experience, are there categories of spending incurred by all foster carers, which are best paid separately rather than as a component of the weekly allowance?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


21 b) If so please state what these categories are.
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	Comments:



	


22 If you have experience of systems for handling these payments which you believe were particularly effective, please describe.
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	Comments:



	


Questions 23 to 26 relate to Section 4: Children and young people's experience of fostering allowances.

23 What are the best ways for children and young people to be informed, reminded and updated about their entitlements?
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	Comments:



	


24 The allowance that a foster carer receives should be set at a level that takes account of the needs of the young person they are looking after. How should the child or young person feed into this process?
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	Comments:



	


25 Should our guidance reflect the need for young people to learn budgeting skills and gain independence?
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	Comments:



	


26 Are there other issues that we need to cover in our guidance about children and young people's experience of fostering allowances?
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	Comments:



	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply [image: image107.png]



Here at the Department for Education and Skills we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?

	[image: image108.png]


Yes
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No


All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions are being asked and the timescale for responses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the use of a designated consultation co-ordinator.

6. Ensure your consultation follows better regulation best practice, including carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the Cabinet Office Website: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/regulation/consultation-guidance/content/introduction/index.asp

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 25 April 2006

Send by post to: Consultation Unit, 1st Floor Area A, Castle View House, East Lane, Runcorn, WA7 2DN

Send by e-mail to: allowances.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
