ANNEX D
DRAFT GUIDANCE FOR DECISION MAKERS ON A REVISED PRESUMPTION AGAINST THE CLOSURE OF A NURSERY SCHOOL

In deciding whether to approve any proposals to close a nursery school, the Decision Maker should be aware that nursery schools generally offer high quality provision, and have considerable potential as the basis for developing integrated services for young children and families. There should be a presumption against closure unless the case for closure can demonstrate that:
· full consideration has been given to developing the school into a children's centre and there are clear, justifiable grounds for not doing so, for example, unsuitable accommodation, poor quality provision and low demand for places; 
· plans to develop alternative provision clearly demonstrate that it will be at least as equal to the quantity and quality of early years provision provided by the nursery school with no loss of expertise and specialism; and that
· replacement provision is more accessible and more convenient for local parents. 
