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	1
	Introduction

	1.1
	Childcare Act 2006 – Childcare Sufficiency Assessments: Consultation on Regulations and Guidance
This consultation seeks views on the local authority duty set out in Section 11 of the Childcare Act to conduct an assessment of the sufficiency of childcare in their area.

We are consulting widely with local authorities, their partners and key organisations nationally so that as many people as possible with an interest will be able to comment on the draft Guidance and Regulations. The consultation ends on 6 November 2006. 

The Childcare Act 2006 fulfils the government’s commitment to give every child the best start in life and parents greater choice about how to balance work and family life. The Act places duties on English local authorities to improve outcomes for young children and reduce inequalities between them; to secure sufficient childcare to enable parents to work; and to provide information to parents about childcare and a wide range of other services that may be of benefit to them. 

Section 11 of the Act requires local authorities to carry out an assessment of the sufficiency of childcare within their area as a first step to securing sufficient childcare. This process will give local authorities the evidence and information they will need, working in partnership with childcare providers and others, to facilitate and shape a childcare market that is sufficient, flexible, sustainable and responsive to parents needs.  

The Guidance and Regulations set the framework for the assessment of sufficiency, clarifying what is required to fulfil this duty. The Guidance details how the assessment duty fits with existing legislation, who is to be consulted, what it is to be considered within the assessment, and how the finished document is to be publicised and reviewed.  Also contained within the Guidance are examples of ‘best practice’, suggestions about possible methods and formats, and links to useful sources of information.  

The duty to assess the sufficiency of childcare will commence from April 2007.  We intend to publish the final version of the Guidance, taking account of points made in consultation, in January 2007. 

We plan to consult on the duty to secure sufficient childcare in 2007 and publish guidance in September 2007.
 
Please respond to this consultation so we can make the Guidance and Regulations as clear and as useful as possible. 
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Sheila Scales
Director – Sure Start, Extended Schools and Childcare Group
14 August 2006

	2
	Executive Summary

	2.1
	This document invites comments on regulations and guidance covering Section 11 of the Childcare Act 2006 – Duty to Assess Childcare Provision. This duty will come into force in April 2007. The regulations and guidance set out the statutory framework for how local authorities will assess the sufficiency of childcare provision in their area. Local authorities will undertake a detailed assessment of the supply of and demand for childcare to identify where parents childcare needs are not being met. 

	3
	Background and Context

	3.1
	The Childcare Act gives local authorities a key role in shaping the childcare market in their area. They will, working with providers from the private, voluntary, independent and maintained sectors, look to create a strong, sustainable and diverse childcare market that meets the needs of parents.

	3.2
	From April 2008, local authorities will have a duty to secure sufficient childcare for parents in their area. In preparation for this duty, from April 2007, local authorities will be required to undertake a detailed assessment of the supply of, and demand for, childcare in their area. Local authorities will need to consult with parents, employers, community groups and providers of childcare and undertake a detailed analysis of local demographics. They will then produce an analysis identifying where childcare supply does not match the needs of families and communities. 

	3.3
	The assessment will provide local authorities with the key evidence they will need to develop their strategies for meeting the new duty to secure sufficient childcare which will commence in 2008. The guidance relating to that new duty, found in Section 6 of the 2006 Act will be dealt with through a separate consultation that will take place in early 2007.

	4
	How To Respond

	4.1
	You can respond on-line at www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/. 

Or in writing to:
Consultation Unit
Department for Education and Skills
Area 1A
Castle View House
East Lane
Runcorn
Cheshire
WA7 2GJ

or by fax to: 01928 794113, or by e-mail to sufficiencyassessment.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk

	5
	Additional Copies

	5.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the DfES consultations site at http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/

	6
	Plans for making results public

	6.1
	We hope to have the results of the consultation on the DfES Consultations website by January 2007.


	Appendix 1

	1
	Glossary

	1.1
	Supply – the amount of a product or service available for people to purchase or use. In the context of the childcare sufficiency assessment this refers to the amount of childcare and early education available.

Demand – the amount of a product or service people wish to purchase or use. In the context of the childcare sufficiency assessment this refers to the amount of childcare required by families.

Free Nursery Provision – the free entitlement to 12 and half hours early education for three and four year olds. This is due to be extended to 15 hours a week by 2010 

Childcare – the Childcare Act defines childcare as “any form of care for a child and, includes education for a child, and any other supervised activity for a child.” 
Childcare does not include education (or any other supervised activity) provided by a school during school hours for a registered pupil who is not a young child, or any form of health care for a child.

Childcare does not include care provided for a child by a parent or step-parent of the child; a person with parental responsibility for the child; a relative of the child; a person who is a local authority foster parent in relation to the child; a person who is a foster parent with whom the child has been placed by a voluntary organisation; a person who fosters the child privately.

Super Output Areas (SOAs) – Office for National Statistics have established a new geographic hierarchy designed to improve the reporting of small area statistics in England and Wales. They are widely used across local and central government most notably in the Index of Multiple Deprivation 2004. They have replaced wards as the standard unit for reporting local statistical information.

Geographical Information Systems (GIS) – Computer based systems for the capture, storage, retrieval, analysis and display of spatial information. They allow the user to combine spatial and non-spatial information from different sources. GIS also allows the user to locate and identify features, spot trends and patterns, find optimal paths between places and, forecast and model events. The user can visualise relationships between features in reality. They also provide a spatial tool to aid decision making and risk assessment.

Index of Multiple Deprivation - The Index of Multiple Deprivation 2004 (IMD 2004) is a measure of multiple deprivation at the small area level. 


