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This consultation makes several proposals to improve the CFR capital data collection.
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Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Kent Hadley on: 

Telephone: 0207 925 6561

e-mail: cfr.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk 
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	1
	The Proposals

	1.1
	We have received feedback from LAs and schools over the last few years that it is time consuming to gather and submit capital CFR data to the Department, with very little value associated to the use of this data.

The Department currently collects school level capital data via the CFR return in the following categories:

Income:
CI01 - Capital Income
CI03 - Voluntary or private income
CI04 - Direct revenue financing

Expenditure:
CE01 - Acquisition of land and buildings
CE02 - New construction, conversion and renovation
CE03 - Vehicles, plant, equipment and machinery
CE04 - Information and communication technology

Balances:
B03 - Devolved formula capital 
B04 - Other Standards fund capital balance
B05 - Other capital balances

Please follow this link to the full descriptions of the CFR framework codes:

Proposal 1
Very few LAs or schools appear to use the capital data for benchmarking or any other purposes,  so we are proposing to remove most of the CFR capital codes from the framework, with the exception of the 2 main capital expenditure codes for ICT and New construction, conversion and renovation.

We also propose to bring the pupil and community focused revenue opening balance fields into the CFR framework for consistency.

What is being removed:
Income:
CI01 - Capital income
CI03 - Voluntary or private income
CI04 - Direct revenue financing
Expenditure:
CE01 - Acquisition of land and existing buildings
CE03 - Vehicles, plant, equipment and machinery
Balances:
B03 - Devolved formula capital balances
B04 - Other standards fund capital balances
B05 - Other capital balances

What is being kept:
Expenditure:
CE02 - New construction, conversion, and renovation
CE04 - Information and communication technology (ICT)
But we propose to change the CFR codes for the above to; 
CE01 - New construction, conversion, and renovation
CE02 - Information and communication technology (ICT)

Proposal 2
For those schools that wish to make better use of the capital data, we can make it more meaningful by improving what we collect.

What is being removed:
Income:
CI01 - Capital Income
CI03 - Voluntary or private income
CI04 - Revenue contributions to capital expenditure
Expenditure:
CE01 - Acquisition of land and buildings
CE02 - New construction and renovation
CE03 - Vehicles, plant, equipment and machinery
Balances:
B03 - Devolved formula capital balance
B04 - Other standards fund capital balance
B05 - Other capital balances

What is being kept:
Expenditure:
CE04 - ICT

What is being added:
Expenditure:
CE01 - Replacement and repairs of existing structures
CE02 - Remodelling of existing structures
CE03 - New construction 
CE05 - Contributions to LA led projects

Proposal 3

As well as the proposals to the capital side, we also propose to bring the revenue opening balance fields into the CFR framework

Additional changes:
Balances:
OB01 - Opening revenue balance
OB06 - Opening community focused revenue balance

Proposal 4
Costs for supply staff to cover staff engaged in development and training is currently shown as a supply staff cost.

This current method over emphasises supply staff costs and under emphasises development and training costs.

We propose to publish new guidance so that any expenditure on supply staff to cover development and training is captured in E09 - Development and training as opposed to E02 - Supply Staff or E26 - Agency supply staff.
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	How To Respond

	2.1
	Please respond to this consultation online where possible rather than completing a hard copy and posting it to us. This will not only save us time but you can help save a wee tree as well.

If you would like to email us an electronic copy please send to:
cfr.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk 

Or if you would like to post us a copy please do so at:
Kent Hadley (area 5c)
DfES
Sanctuary Buildings
Great Smith Street
London
SW1P 3BT

 

	3
	Plans for making results public

	3.1
	The results will be published in October on the DfES consultation website: http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/
and the Value for Money units website:
www.dfes.gov.uk/vfm 

 


