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	Childcare Registration Requirements

This consultation seeks views on the proposed regulations, due to be made under the Childcare Act 2006, to implement a new system of compulsory registration to replace the current registration requirements for childcare for children under the age of eight. The new system is due to come into effect from September 2008.
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	1
	Executive Summary

	1.1
	This consultation seeks views on the proposed regulations, due to be made under the Childcare Act 2006, to implement a new system of compulsory registration to replace the current registration arrangements for childcare for children under the age of eight. 

	1.2
	The new system is intended to be more streamlined and proportionate than the current system, particularly with respect to childcare that only caters for children over the age of 5, and to support the delivery of the Early Years Foundation Stage in childcare settings which cater for younger children.

	1.3
	Registration provides parents with assurance that their children are safe and being offered appropriate learning and development opportunities when they are being cared for by others in formal childcare settings.

	1.4
	The regulations specify: 

· requirements which childcare providers need to meet before registration by Ofsted; and 

· other detailed requirements that, under the Childcare Act, need to be prescribed in regulations, and which relate to -  

· the information that needs to be supplied with applications for registration,

· the checks that Ofsted carry out to confirm the requirements for registration have been met,

· the information on the registration certificate, and

· the arrangements for Ofsted to suspend a registration where children might be at risk of harm.

	1.5
	The current regulations covering registration of childcare by Ofsted are working well and enable them to collect the information needed to process applications for registration, undertake the necessary checks, issue a registration certificate and suspend a registration where there is a concern about the childcare. The Government is not proposing to make significant changes in these areas.

	1.6
	The costs and benefits relating to the proposed regulations have been considered and these are outlined in the Regulatory Impact Assessment attached as an Appendix.  

	2
	Background and Context

	2.1
	Currently childcare for children aged under 8 is regulated by Ofsted through a system which includes registration, inspection, the handling of complaints and enforcement action to secure compliance with national standards. Under the Childcare Act 2006, there will be a new, reformed regulation system with two distinct registers:   

· one for childcare in respect of children up to the start of compulsory school age1 , the Early Years Register. Those childcare providers on this register, for whom registration will be compulsory, will have to meet the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage2 ; and 

· one for other childcare , the Ofsted Childcare Register. This register will be in two parts: a compulsory part for childcare for children aged from the start of compulsory school age to the age of seven and a voluntary part for childcare for children aged eight and over and for childcare for children of any age that is not required to be registered.3 



1 - The first of September following the child's fifth birthday.
2 - This is a new framework for early years provision which brings together the current Foundation Stage Curriculum Guidance, the Birth to Three Matters framework and the national standards for under 8s day care and childminding. This framework will be compulsory for all registered providers on the Early Years Register from September 2008, and is now available on-line at http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/teachingandlearning/EYFS/ or from the DfES Publications Centre tel: 0845 60 222 60 quoting reference 00012-2007PCK-EN.
3 - These are categories of childcare exempted by order from the requirement to be registered by Ofsted.

	2.2
	The voluntary part of the Ofsted Childcare Register started in April 2007. The Early Years Register and compulsory part of the Ofsted Childcare Register will start in September 2008.

	3
	The Proposals

	3.1
	The proposed regulations will specify the requirements which will need to be met as a pre-condition of registration by Ofsted, as well as other more detailed requirements that, under the Childcare Act, need to be prescribed in regulations. 

	3.2
	The current regulations covering registration of childcare by Ofsted enable them to:

· collect the information needed to process applications for registration and carry out the necessary activities in relation to a registration; 

· undertake checks on someone applying for registration, or someone already registered if further information is needed. Some checks are routine while others are carried out as necessary; 

· issue a registration certificate that contains the terms of the registration and any conditions that may apply. The registered setting must display the certificate for parents to see; and 

· suspend a registration where there are concerns about the childcare, to allow Ofsted or another agency to investigate. 

	3.3
	The Government is not proposing to make significant changes to the current arrangements on these matters. 

	3.4
	Early Years Register
The Government’s preferred approach would mean that those seeking registration on the Early Years Register will only need to refer to the Early Years Foundation Stage requirements, rather than to a separate set of registration requirements. Before deciding whether or not to grant an application, Ofsted will need to be satisfied that the applicant and manager – if not the same person – are suitable to look after children. They will insist on seeing the results of Criminal Records Bureau checks on both these and others living in childminders’ households, and will confirm that systems are in place to check the suitability of all staff working with children. Ofsted will also need to be satisfied that the premises are suitable for the early years provision, and that appropriate assessment of risks has been carried out. 

	3.5
	The regulations would also stipulate that the provider must be capable of meeting the full welfare, learning and development requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage. 

	3.6
	Ofsted Childcare Register
For the compulsory part of the Ofsted Childcare Register, the Government is following the approach taken for the voluntary part of the Register of specifying all the requirements in regulations. This will provide, in a way that is proportionate, clarity over the essential standards that providers will have to meet. Before registration Ofsted will need to make an assessment of the suitability of the applicant and the manager (if different), based on the information supplied with the application and additional checks carried out – for example with the Criminal Records Bureau.

	3.7
	The regulations that will implement the compulsory part of the Ofsted Childcare Register are based on those for the voluntary part, which is being implemented from April 20074 .



4 - The Childcare (Voluntary Registration) Regulations 2007 have been laid before Parliament as Statutory Instrument 2007 No. 730. 

	3.8
	The costs and benefits of these proposals are set out in the attached Regulatory Impact Assessment.   

	4
	How To Respond

	4.1
	Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 4 July 2007.

Send by post to:

Sally Thatcher
Quality and Standards Division
Area 2C Caxton House
6-12 Tothill Street
London
SW1H 9NA

Send by e-mail to: eyrocr.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk 

	5
	Additional Copies

	5.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the DfES consultation site:

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/ 

	6
	Plans for making results public

	6.1
	We will publish the results of the consultation in October on the DfES website.


