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	Statutory Guidance on Section 6 Education & Inspections Act (Positive Activities for Young People)

Section 6 of the Education and Inspections Act 2006 introduces important new duties on local authorities regarding positive leisure time activities for young people; including the duty to secure access for young people to sufficient positive activities. Statutory guidance covering these duties has been produced and we would welcome your views on this guidance, shown here for consultation. Some respondents will have previously submitted evidence to the joint DfES/HMT review of youth services, influencing the shape of the review. The DfES is therefore also seeking comments that reflect this evidence, where relevant to the guidance.
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	Statutory Guidance on Section 6 Education & Inspections Act (Positive Activities for Young People)

	A Consultation

	To
Adults working with young people, local authority planning departments including those responsible for young people's services, leisure, transport and the built environment

Issued
5 January 2007

Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Chris Bestwick on: 

Telephone: 020 7273 5840

e-mail: christopher.bestwick@dfes.gsi.gov.uk 
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	Executive Summary

	1.1
	Young people’s engagement in positive leisure time activities makes a valuable contribution to their well-being; providing personal and social development, health benefits, and social skills that help equip young people for adult life.   

For some young people, engagement in positive activities can also help them avoid circumstances in which they might adopt risky or anti-social behaviour and help build a culture of respect.  

Yet despite the significance of positive activities to young people and communities no one body has previously had clear lead responsibility for securing young people’s access to the provision they require.

Newly inserted section 507B of the Education Act 1996 seeks to address this shortcoming by requiring local authorities to secure access for young people to a sufficient local offer of positive activities.  The statutory guidance examines the challenges and opportunities for local authorities acting on the legislation, explaining that to respond effectively they will need to:

· put young people at the heart of decision-making on the provision of positive activities, 

· address the needs of young people at greatest risk of negative outcomes and whose engagement in positive activities is often limited 

· work with partners to create and set out a planned ambition for the local offer of positive activity provision that builds on the National Standards for Positive Activities proposed by the green paper 'Youth Matters' 

· map existing provision of positive activities and identify gaps in provision and accessibility;  

· work with partners to realise the local ambition for positive activities through effective use of resources, strong partnership working, market development, and by addressing the barriers which reduce young people’s participation;  

· introduce measures that will enhance contestability when securing provision for young people; to utilise the strengths of organisations within the voluntary and private sectors alongside those of the local authority itself;    

· provide comprehensive, accurate and accessible information on local positive activities that informs young people about the activities and facilities available 

· monitor progress – including through developing local measures based on young people’s engagement in positive activities; 

· ensure that the provision of positive activities is integrated with other support functions such as information, advice and guidance and for those who require it, more targeted support.

	2
	Background and Context

	2.1
	The UK has a proud heritage of providing young people with enriching and varied leisure time activities.  In addition to paid leisure, cultural service and youth work professionals, many thousands of individuals across the nation also provide their services for free to ensure that young people are able to access things to do, places to go, and people to talk to in their spare time. 

However young people’s participation in positive leisure-time activities (‘positive activities’) is highly variable. Too many disadvantaged young people are unable to overcome barriers to participation such as cost and a lack of transport, and too much provision is of poor quality and is unappealing to young people.  The resulting lack of engagement constitutes a failure to reap health, learning and personal and social development opportunities.  


The new legislation on positive activities forms part of a body of reforms that were proposed in the Green Paper Youth Matters and which will contribute towards the delivery of integrated youth support as set out in the Annex to Youth Matters: Next Steps.  
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	The Proposals

	3.1
	The full text of the Statutory Guidance on positive activities (Section 6, Education and Inspections Act) can be downloaded from this site together with its accompanying Regulatory Impact Assessment.
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	How To Respond

	4.1
	You can respond on-line at www.dfes.uk/consultations/ 
or in writing to:

Chris Bestwick
DfES
Ground Floor
Tothill Street
London
SW1H 9NA 

or by email to: 
positive-activities.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk 
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	Additional Copies

	5.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the DfES consultations site at:

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/
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	Plans for making results public

	6.1
	We hope to have the results of the consultation on the DfES website by Summer 2007
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