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A consultation on Home to School Travel Guidance and Pathfinder Guidance to support implementation of new school transport provisions in the Education and Inspections Act 2006. This consultation is aimed primarily at local authorities, transport providers and schools.
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	To
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Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Ian Arrowsmith on:

Telephone: 020 7925 7494

e-mail: ian.arrowsmith@dfes.gsi.gov.uk


	
	Contact Details

	
	School Access Team, Mowden Hall, Staindrop Road, Darlington DL3 9BG

E-mail to: transport.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
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	Background and Context

	1.1
	Current school transport legislation was framed in 1944, and provides a guarantee of home to school transport for only a small minority of pupils – those of compulsory school age attending their nearest suitable school where this is beyond “statutory walking distance”.

The Education and Inspections Act 2006 extends local authority duties and powers relating to home to school transport: 

• By placing a general duty on local authorities to assess the travel and transport needs of all pupils, and promote sustainable travel to school; 

• By extending entitlement to free home to school transport for low income families (for secondary aged pupils to any one of the three nearest suitable schools, where the distance travelled is between 2 and 6 miles, and to the nearest school preferred on grounds of religion or belief where this is between 2 and 15 miles; and for primary aged pupils aged over eight, to their nearest school where this is more than 2 miles from their home);

• By enabling a small number of local authorities to propose Pathfinder schemes to test innovative approaches to home to school transport to support school choice, and increase the proportion of pupils travelling by sustainable means.


The Education and Inspections Act requires the Secretary of State to consult on and issue guidance to local authorities on the duties and powers under the Act.
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	How To Respond

	2.1
	You can respond:

· On-line at www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/ 

· In writing to: School Access Team, Mowden Hall, Staindrop Road, Darlington DL3 9BG

· by e-mail to transport.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
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	Additional Copies

	3.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the DfES consultations site at http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/ 
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	Plans for making results public

	4.1
	We hope to have the results of the consultation on the DfES Consultations website within one month of publication of the final guidance. 


