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	Consultation on Revised Exclusions Guidance - September 2007

This consultation seeks views on specific aspects of the Secretary of State’s guidance, and the related regulations, on exclusion from schools and pupil referral units. A revised version of the guidance is due to be published in July 2007. It will take account of the changes relating to excluded pupils, brought about by the Education and Inspections Act 2006, which come into force in September 2007. It will also include additions and amendments made in response to points raised by recent case law and by interested parties.
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Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Gerald Staines on:

Telephone: 020 7925 7393

e-mail: Gerald.staines@dfes.gsi.gov.uk  



	1
	Executive Summary

	1.1
	Review Of The Guidance On Exclusions From Schools And Pupil Referral Units
The Secretary of State’s guidance on exclusion, Improving Behaviour and Attendance: Guidance on Exclusion from Schools and Pupil Referral Units, last issued in September 2006, is being revised to reflect the changes to exclusion policy and practice brought about by the exclusion-related provisions of the Education and Inspections Act 2006, which come into force in September this year. It will also take account of points raised by interested parties and by a recent case law.

	1.2
	These changes are based largely on the recommendations of the Practitioners’ Group on School Behaviour and Discipline, a group of heads and other school practitioners chaired by Sir Alan Steer, head teacher of Seven Kings School, Ilford, which were set out in their report, Learning behaviour, published on 21 October 2005.  Among other things, the Steer Group recommended that exclusion should be made a more effective sanction by ensuring that excluded children received suitable full-time education from the sixth day of exclusion; that during the first five days they should be supervised so that they did not wander the streets; and that parents of excluded pupils should attend reintegration interviews. These recommendations were broadly endorsed by the Government in the White Paper, Higher Standards, Better Schools For All, published on 25 October 2005.

	1.3
	Ministers are consulting on the guidance and would welcome views on how these changes are to be implemented. This is in order to make the guidance clearer and to invite any suggested modifications that would improve it.   We have therefore prepared a series of questions on those aspects of the guidance on which we would welcome comments.  

	2
	The Proposals

	2.1
	Regulations
Two sets of regulations associated with the changes will, subject to Parliamentary approval,  be coming into force in September: 

The Education (Provision of Full Time Education for Excluded Pupils) (England) Regulations 2007 and The Education (Reintegration Interview)(England) Regulations 2007.

These regulations (in draft) can be downloaded from www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations 

	2.2
	Changes to the exclusions guidance
Revisions to Improving Behaviour and Attendance: Guidance on Exclusion from Schools and Pupil Referral Units – September 2006 have been made in the following paragraphs (numbered as in the updated document, not in the September 2006 version) and the Model Letters:

2-8          Managing Behaviour in Schools
12            Fixed period exclusions
18            Child’s opportunity to state case
19-20      Drugs
21 (f)       Factors to consider before deciding to exclude
24 (e)      Breaches of rules on appearance
25-28      Unofficial exclusions
35-37      Considerations following a fixed period exclusion
38-40      Reintegration Interviews
41-43      Parenting Orders and Contracts
47-48      Procedures following permanent exclusion
49            Exclusions from Pupil Referral Units
63-66      Looked After Children

Model Letters 1-4

109-110    Combined appeals
145-146    Reaching a decision
198-200    Admission Protocols

 

	3
	How To Respond

	3.1
	In order to influence the revision of the guidance we will need your responses by 18 May 2007.

You can respond:

On-line through the DfES consultation site at www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations
By e-mail to  exclusionsguidance.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk 

In writing to:

Consultation Unit
1st Floor Area A
Castle View House
East Lane
Runcorn
Cheshire
WA7 2GJ

	4
	Additional Copies

	4.1
	Additional copies of this document, the guidance and questionnaire are available on the Department’s website www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations 

	5
	Plans for making results public

	5.1
	In accordance with the Cabinet Office code of practice, the results of the consultation exercise will be made public on the Department’s website at www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations  


