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Guidance on inspections of independent schools which provide day care and/or funded nursery education or have this provision on their site
	[Version 1]


Guidance for inspectors

If the school has registered childcare and/or funded nursery education, this is usually indicated in the school’s SIEF (school information and self evaluation form). See the section below on provision that requires registration. 

Single inspection events (SIE):  registered day care and/or funded

nursery education  provided  by the school
If registered day care is provided and managed by the school, this becomes a single inspection event. A childcare inspector (CCI) is attached to the school inspection team wherever possible to inspect the day care. If the school also provides funded nursery education the CCI will carry out an integrated inspection of the care and the nursery education.

Where the school does not provide day care but there is funded nursery education provision managed by the governing body or proprietor, this will be inspected by a CCI. The CCI should be considered to be part of the inspection team and, in the case of small schools, may be the only team member. CCI will inspect in the EY part of the school’s provision, but contribute their evidence under the seven standards for the s162A inspection requirements. It is, therefore, very important that CCIs and school inspectors are clear about deployment so that the same children are not inspected twice and staff do not feel overburdened.

Where there are no other team members, LI may ask CCI to gather additional evidence to contribute to the s162A inspection but this should be negotiated in advance between them. Although the CCI will contribute evidence to various standards they will not be responsible for writing any part of the s162A report other than the paragraph(s) they would produce for the s122 and/or childcare inspection i.e. the paragraph on the effectiveness of nursery and the one on the effectiveness of the day care (where applicable). 
Where it might not be appropriate for the EY inspection of funded nursery education to take place at the same time as the school inspection, the s162A inspection team must report on the quality of education provided for 3 and 4-year-olds as part of their inspection of the provision throughout the whole school. In doing this, the s162A inspector should take account of the findings and recommendations of the most recent EY inspection report and check what progress the school has made.

Before the SIE inspection

1. About a week before the inspection the lead inspector (LI) will contact the childcare inspector (CCI) to discuss the proposed inspection arrangements such as the days to be spent in school and the timings of feedback, and to negotiate respective responsibilities within the inspection itself. The CCI is unlikely to be on site at the provision for more than one day and, depending on the nature of the provision, may be there for considerably less. 
2. The school will be given two clear days’ notice of its s162A inspection and will be notified by the CE administrator that the EY provision is to be inspected at the same time. The LI will need to clarify this with the school during initial contact and alert the school to the combined report format.
3. The LI will contact the CCI again if any issues about the early years provision arise from the SIEF or the initial conversation with the headteacher especially if it appears that there may be day care operating which we do not know about. The CCI will contact the relevant person in the EY region for advice. 
4. The CCI may need to contact the headteacher, for example, to clarify any issues about the registration status which have emerged after checking the provision on RSA. 

5. Cambridge Education will ensure that both the LI and the CCI receive a copy of the SIEF. The CCI should not expect the school to complete the EY self evaluation form (SEF) when an EY inspection is carried out at the same time as that of the school.

During the inspection

6. The CCI will join the school team and carry out an EY inspection of the day care and/or funded nursery education as applicable.

7. During the inspection, the CCI will attend, and contribute to, the school inspection team meetings. Evidence about the quality of the childcare, funded nursery education and the school’s educational provision as it emerges must be shared. 

8. LIs should note that many CCIs record all their evidence electronically but, if required, can copy information as a word document to be pasted into the ROIEJ as further evidence for the s162A. 

9. The LI will agree the judgements with the CCI prior to feedback to the proprietors.  In rare circumstances where inspection judgements differ, for good reason, from those made on the school as whole, this must be clearly explained to the provider at feedback.  If a significant element of the day care or of the funded nursery education is inadequate the team should discuss the impact on the overall judgement of the quality of education in the school. For example, if nursery education is inadequate the school is unlikely to comply with important regulations in curriculum and teaching. If there is a significant welfare, health and safety issue in the day care this may affect the WHS judgement in the whole school. The nature and scale of the issues will need to be taken into account when weighing up the overall judgements. In particular the CCI will need to be clear about the age of the children involved if there are shortfalls in standards, and whether this solely affects any registered day 

care for children under 3 who are not also subject to s162A observations, or if 
shortfalls also affect children over 3 in funded education and relevant to the 
whole school s162A findings. 

10. Where possible, the LI and CCI will feedback findings jointly to the school before departure. The CCI will normally give feedback on their findings unless the duration of the inspection means it is not practicable. In this case the LI must be quite clear what the findings are and how to deal with any controversial aspects.  LIs should note that CCIs feedback directly from their laptops, and are required to share certain information from the screen with the proprietor. 

11. The LI and CCI should agree the factual accuracy of the section ‘Information about the school’ with the proprietors and to ensure that this section correctly reflects the EY provision. 

12. The LI and CCI will agree how to contact each other during the drafting process, should that be required.

After the inspection

13. LI and CCI draft their respective sections for the report. The CCI will write the day care and /or nursery education sections to be included in the school report.

14. All procedures and timescales for writing and QA for s162A are as normal for the LI.

15. The LI will ensure that the section on ‘Information about the school’ contains accurate information about the day care and/or funded provision and is agreed with the CCI and the school (see 11 above). This section will refer to the evaluation of the provision in the final section(s) of the report. The LI will also complete the final page of the report with the school’s details ensuring with the school and CCI that these are correct.

16. The CCI will write their report the day after the inspection and submit it for QA to the EY regional team. The QA reader will have already been alerted to the need for this report to be given priority.

17. The EYQA reader sends the CCI’s sections to CE for inclusion in the s162A report to go to the school for checking. CE will take responsibility for a final read through to check consistency between the LI and CCI reports before sending to the school. CE will clarify any perceived discrepancies through discussion with the EYQA reader and/or LI as necessary. CE will send a copy of the combined report to the LI at the same time it is sent to the school for the factual accuracy check.

18. If the school raises any queries about the day care or nursery education sections of the report, CE must refer these back to the EYQA reader and negotiate any amendments. CE and/or the LI should not make any changes to the CCI’s report sections. LI will be alerted to any amendments by EYQA in case this affects the consistency of the whole report.

19. CE arranges for the report to be finalised and sent for ‘sign-off’ by HMI and publication on the Ofsted website. 

20. Once this is complete, CE emails the EYQA reader to inform them and enable the EY inspection to be closed

Parallel inspection events:  registered day care and/or funded nursery education not provided by the school
Parallel inspection events occur where day care operates on a school site but is not provide and managed by the school. In these circumstances wherever possible a CCI is allocated to inspect the day care and/or funded nursery education at the same time as the s 162A inspection.

The LI and CCI should introduce themselves preferably before, or during the inspection. They share information about the school and day care, where this is appropriate.  As a matter of courtesy the LI should make him or herself known to the day care provider and the CCI to the headteacher of the school.
The school and day care reports are produced and published separately. Links between the day care provision and the school should be included in the section ‘Information about the setting/school’, wherever appropriate.  

Provision which requires registration by the Children’s Directorate (CD) 
Educational provision for children aged 3+ does not require separate registration with CD, if it is within the normal school day. This is the case whether or not  that provision attracts public funds. However if the provision is:

not publicly funded it will be evaluated by the s162A inspection team as part of the provision of the school as a whole

publicly funded it is evaluated and reported on – in separate sections of the report by the CCI. 

Care which is provided for a total of more than two hours a day for children under eight must be registered with CD.  It is an offence for schools to provide such care without registration.

Childcare which runs for less than two hours a day does not require registration. For example if a school runs a breakfast club for an hour each day, it does not require registration, but if it also runs an out of school club for two hours, then registration is required because care is provided for a total of three hours each day.

If the school being inspected has unregistered care and the inspection is a SIE, the CCI will support the LI by contacting the relevant regional Compliance Investigation and Enforcement Team (CIE). If the inspection does not have a CCI the inspector should contact the NBU on the 08456 404040 number.  When connected, the LI should ask to speak to the CIE team which covers the area they are calling from.  The NBU will then put the call through to the regional CIE admin team, who will direct the call to an appropriate Case Officer in the team which covers the area concerned. The LI should explain their concerns to the Case Officer. The LI should alert the school that they have taken this action.

The inspector should not inspect this provision, but should at least look at that part of the school to ensure there are no concerns about children’s welfare, health, and safety. Any concerns should be noted and also reported to the CIE team. In such circumstances the inspector should also record any explanation given by the school as to why the situation has arisen.


























For use on s162A independent school inspections from April 2008 
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