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	Guidance on Personal Education Allowances for Looked After Children

This consultation provides draft statutory guidance on how local authorities should operate personal education allowances to support the learning and development of looked after children.
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	1
	Executive Summary

	1.1
	Care Matters: Time for Change, published in June 2007, set out how the Government would improve the education of looked after children. It included a commitment to introduce personal education allowances for all looked after children at risk of not reaching expected standards of attainment. 

Personal education allowances should be used to support a wide range of additional learning and development activities for looked after children. However they should not replace the support that local authorities, schools, carers and others already provide. 

This draft statutory guidance provides further detail on how local authorities should operate personal education allowances for looked after children. It sets out which looked after children should be eligible for personal education allowances, what support should be funded from a personal education allowance and how looked after children and young people, and their designated teacher should be involved.   

	2
	Background and Context

	2.1
	Improving the education of looked after children and narrowing the gap in their attainment and that of all children is a high priority for central and local government. This draft guidance relates to local authorities' duty under section 22(3A) to safeguard and promote the welfare of a child looked after them with particular reference to their educational achievement. It sets out additional support that looked after children at risk of not reaching expected standards of attainment should receive. 

When published all local authorities in England must under “act under” this guidance when performing their duties under section 22 (3)(a) of the Children Act 1989.  

	3
	The Proposals

	3.1
	Please see the attached draft statutory guidance, on which you are invited to comment. 

	4
	How To Respond

	4.1
	You can respond on-line at:
www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations
or in writing to:
Education and Wellbeing Team 
DCSF, 1E 
Caxton House 
Tothill Street 
London SW1H 9NA

or by email to:
laceducation.consultation@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk
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	Additional Copies

	5.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from
www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations

	6
	Plans for making results public

	6.1
	A summary of the consultation results will be published on the DCSF website by 30th June 2008.


