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If your enquiry is related to the DCSF e-consultation website or the consultation process in general, you can contact the Consultation Unit by e-mail: consultation.unit@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk or by telephone: 0870 000 2288.
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	Executive Summary

	1.1
	Introduction
The 2006 Education and Inspections Act laid a duty on the governing bodies of maintained schools, primary, secondary, special and Pupil Referral Units, in discharging their functions relating to the conduct of the school, to promote the well-being of pupils at the school. The duty came in to effect in September 2007. Since that date, an equivalent requirement has been placed on new academies through their funding agreements.

This consultation draft offers guidance on schools’ role in promoting well-being and on the support they can expect from their local authority and other partners in the Children’s Trust. The guidance gives practical examples of the ways in which schools can contribute to well-being.   Consultation questions, together with details of how to respond, are given in Annex A. Responses are requested by 25 September, and we will use your responses to inform publication of final guidance in 2009.

Section 1 - a new duty but not a new burden
Schools have long recognised that they have a role in supporting young people’s wider development, of which educational attainment is a critically important part.  The new duty is confirming existing practice therefore, not imposing a new burden.

Section 2 – what the law says
The guidance explains that well-being is defined in law in terms of the five Every Child Matters (ECM) outcomes: be healthy; stay safe; enjoy and achieve; make a positive contribution; and achieve economic well-being. Schools are already inspected against these by Ofsted.  In promoting well-being schools must have regard to the Children and Young People’s Plan for their area and to the views of parents.

Section 3 – school’s role in promoting well-being
The guidance notes that excellent teaching and learning to unlock the potential of every child must continue to be the core business of schools, on which they have the lead role. But schools can and do also make a significant contribution to other aspects of well-being, both because these are important in their own right for a good childhood and because they impact on children’s ability to learn and develop.  

Section 4 – Children’s Plan 
The 21st Century School
The Children’s Plan’s vision for all services and agencies including schools is to be more ambitious about improving outcomes for children and young people. Schools as the universal service for children and their families are uniquely well-placed to contribute to all aspects of their well-being, working with parents and with other services. The Children’s Plan describes a model of the 21st century school which, without compromising on its core mission of educating children to their full potential, contributes with others to all aspects of a child’s well-being, with a focus on early identification and prevention.

Schools working effectively with Children’s Trusts
Section 4 discusses how schools, local authorities and other partners within Children’s Trusts can work together more effectively. On the one hand schools should expect timely, appropriate support from other agencies and services to meet their pupils’ needs. On the other hand, schools need to contribute to discussions within the Children’s Trust about local needs and priorities, to be reflected in the Children and Young People’s Plan, and to discussions about how those needs will be met, including the schools’ contribution. 

Schools also need to have effective arrangements agreed with their Children’s Trust for day to day engagement with children’s services so that schools can access multi-agency teams of professionals who, with staff from the school, form the ‘team around the child’.  

School to school collaboration, partnership with parents, the school workforce and leadership
Section 4 notes the increasing importance of school to school, and school to college, collaboration for well-being: 14-19 Diploma consortia offer pupils access to a wider range of opportunities than is possible for a school on its own; secondary school behaviour partnerships help schools offer a wider range of alternative provision for at risk pupils. Section 4 concludes by discussing the contribution which parents, fathers as well as mothers, can play in support of all aspects of their children’s well-being if they are successfully engaged by schools; and the need for schools to further develop their work force to reflect their well-being duty.

Section 5 - School self evaluation and well-being
Section 5 discusses how schools go about considering and reviewing their contribution to all aspects of well-being in their cycle of self-evaluation, improvement planning and review.  Schools start by considering the evidence available about pupils in relation to each of the five ECM outcomes, including any significant differences in well-being between different groups within the school. Section 5 concludes by noting schools’ particular responsibilities for vulnerable children and looked after children, and their responsibilities under the equalities legislation. Section 5 also emphasises the importance of pupil and parental views about children’s well-being.

Section 6 – what the school contribution to well-being looks like 
Section 6 gives more detailed, illustrative examples of some of the practical ways on which schools promote the well-being of children and their families.


Section 7 – improving data on the school contribution to well-being
Section 7 notes the Children’s Plan commitment to develop school level indicators of a school’s contribution to pupil well-being to be reflected in the Ofsted cycle of inspections beginning in September 2009. The purpose is to provide additional benchmarked data to inform schools’ evaluation of their contribution to well-being and their consideration of priorities, and to inform Ofsted judgments of schools performance. Ofsted will not however judge schools on the indicators alone which will be evidence not inspection judgments. 

The well-being indicators proposals will be published in draft for consultation later in 2008 and will be trialled by Ofsted from this autumn before being reflected in the inspection process from September 2009.

The full Draft Guidance and a separate questionnaire are available to download from the Department for Children, Schools and Families e-consultation website at: 
https://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations 
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	How To Respond

	2.1
	How To Respond
Consultation responses can be completed online at: 

www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations 

by email to:

promotingpupil.well-being@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk   

or by downloading a response form which should be completed and sent to:

Consultation Unit, Ground Floor, Area B, Castle View House, East Lane, Runcorn, Cheshire, WA7 2GJ.
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	Additional Copies

	3.1
	Additional Copies
Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the Department for Children, Schools and Families e-consultation website at: 
https://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations 
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	Plans for making results public

	4.1
	Plans for making results public
The results of the consultation and the Department's response will be published on the DCSF e-consultation website in Autumn.

We will use your responses to inform publication of final guidance in 2009.

 


