	
Independent Review Mechanism (Fostering)


Consultation Response Form


The closing date for this consultation is: 
24 December 2008

Your comments must reach us by that date.
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THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically please use the online or offline response facility available on the Department for Children, Schools and Families e-consultation website (http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations).
The information you provide in your response will be subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which allow public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily mean that your response can be made available to the public as there are exemptions relating to information provided in confidence and information to which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies. You may request confidentiality by ticking the box provided, but you should note that neither this, nor an automatically-generated e-mail confidentiality statement, will necessarily exclude the public right of access.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Name
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	Organisation (if applicable)
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	Address:
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If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Shelli Fong on:

e-mail: shelli.fong@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk
If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 0870 000 2288

Please select one box that best describes you as a respondent
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	Local authority
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	Independent Fostering Provider
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	Existing foster carer
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	Prospective foster carer
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	Other
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	Please Specify:



	


1 Do you agree with the general approach to the independent review mechanism for fostering?
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


Currently, the timescale within which a representation can be made differs between fostering and adoption.  A person seeking a review of a decision relating to adoption has 40 working days to make a representation, beginning with the date on which the notification was sent.  In contrast, the Fostering Services Regulations 2002 state that a person seeking a review of a decision relating to fostering has 28 calendar days from the date of the notification.  

We would be grateful for your views on whether or not the timescale for applying to the Secretary of State for an independent review of a fostering qualifying determination should be the same as that for adoption at 40 working days. If so, please also indicate whether you think the 40 day limit should also apply where a person is seeking review by the fostering panel (rather than by an independent review panel). 

2 Do you think that the current 28 calendar day limit for prospective/current foster carers to apply to the Secretary of State to have their case reviewed should be extended to 40 working days?  
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


There is currently no requirement for a medical practitioner to be present on a provider’s fostering panel.  This differs from an adoption panel and an adoption IRM panel, which must include a medical practitioner who is professionally qualified and appropriately trained to work with children and young people, their families and adoptive parents, have a good understanding of adoption and understand the medical issues inherent in adoption.

We would be grateful for your views on whether a relevantly qualified and experienced medical practitioner should be required to sit on the fostering IRM panel; and, if you believe that they should, whether such a medical practitioner should also be required to sit on a fostering service provider’s fostering panel.   

3 a) Do you think it would be helpful to require a medical practitioner to sit on the independent review panel for fostering? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


3 b) Do you think it would be helpful to require a medical practitioner to sit on the on the provider’s fostering panel? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Currently, a fostering service provider’s panel reviewing a decision bases their recommendation on the information that was provided to the original panel, the recommendations made by that panel and the decision reached by the provider.  The Fostering Services Regulations 2002 do not explicitly state that the panel may seek additional information or legal advice.  This is in contrast to the Independent Review of Determinations (Adoption) Regulations 2005, which do state that the adoption IRM panel may seek additional information or legal advice.

The absence of such a reference in the Fostering Services Regulations 2002 does not bar members of a fostering panel from seeking additional information, however, its inclusion would set up an expectation that the panel consider whether additional information or legal advice is required.     

On this basis, we would be grateful for your views about whether there should be an explicit reference in the legislation to (1) the fostering IRM panel and (2) the fostering service provider’s panel being able to request additional information or assistance from the provider, and to seek legal advice.   

4 a) Do you think it would be helpful for regulations to state that the independent review panel should be able to seek additional information?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


4 b) Do you think it would be helpful for regulations to state that the provider’s fostering panel should be able to seek legal advice?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


5 Do you have any other comments you wish to make?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Comments:



	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply [image: image40.png]



Here at the Department for Children, Schools and Families we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?
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Yes
	[image: image42.png]


No


The 4 week timescale for consultation on the independent review mechanism for fostering (IRM) will allow the Department to make and lay regulations in time for the IRM to be implemented from 1 April 2009.  We already have in place an adoption IRM and this will enable the Department to issue a joint contract for managing the fostering IRM alongside that existing adoption IRM (the current contract for the adoption IRM expires on 31 March 2009).  The decision to have a joint contract was made in the interests of efficiency and value for money.  The start date of the consultation has been driven by the need for Parliament to agree an amendment to the Children and Young Persons Bill enabling the Regulations to be made to come into force on 1st April 2009.  The start date of this consultation has therefore been affected by that date.  Only a small proportion of the public will be affected by the IRM.  To ensure that all key stakeholders have sufficient time to respond we will be emailing these parties directly to make them aware of the consultation, and we will be informing local authorities (LAs) via the LA newsletter.  The introduction of the IRM was set out in the Care Matters White Paper and there was opportunity to comment during the passage of the Bill.  The IRM responds to concerns from stakeholders about the independence of the approval process for foster carers and has been positively received.   
If you have any comments on how DCSF consultations are conducted, please contact Phil Turner, DCSF Consultation Co-ordinator, tel: 01928 794304 / email: phil.turner@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk.

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 24 December 2008

Send by post to: 

Department for Children, Schools and Families, 
First Floor, 
Children in Care Division, 
Sanctuary Buildings, 
Great Smith Street, 
London SW1P 3BT

Send by e-mail to: carematters.consultation@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk
