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	DfEE
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	Brief summary of response

Please try to include keywords on which users may be likely to search


	Respondents were in overall agreement with the proposals contained within the document. The majority of respondents agreed with the elements set out in Strand 1. Some respondents highlighted the importance of not excluding rural areas and the importance of using initiatives already in place. Most respondents stated they did not want to see any elements excluded, but they did want to see a number of areas included or clarified. These included the importance of developing Excellence in Cities partnerships (EiC) and specific funding information for both students and institutions. Some respondents also addressed the importance of staff training in the success of EiC. Several respondents identified networking within EiC partnerships as being a key factor in ensuring roles and responsibilities for each partner were in place for 2001. Many respondents stated that without planning and sharing good practice the effectiveness of EiC partnerships would be reduced. 

Most respondents agreed with Strand 2 that developing effective access initiatives for pre and post 16 institutions and higher education institutions was vital to the success of the initiative. Respondents suggested that EiC needed to be promoted on both local and national level partnerships to be effective. A few respondents suggested several steps to be taken including sharing good practice/coordinating activities and the importance of providing guidance and advice to students on a long-term basis. 

Respondents supported the elements set out in Strand 3. A majority of respondents were keen to see an improvement in the access young people have to information about higher education. Respondents stated the importance of providing young people with advice and guidance from an early age to help raise awareness. Ensuring young people have access to co-ordinated information in a variety of formats was also seen as important. The Internet was identified by respondents as being an important tool for young people to use when researching their future options. A majority of respondents stated that there is a need for easy access to computers and co-ordinated education websites, to ensure that young people and their families make the most of this resource. Parents/carers were seen by respondents as being an important factor in encouraging target group students to go onto higher education.        

Most respondents supported the financial proposals set out in Strand 4. A majority of respondents thought that both extra financial support and a guarantee of funding would help encourage the target group to apply for higher education. A large number of respondents stated that other financial measures should be considered, including the reintroduction of grants. Although opinion was split over the effectiveness of financial incentives suggested for year 13 students.



	URL (the web site address where the response can be found)


	Not yet on our website.(www.dfee.gov.uk/excellencechallenge)

	URL (web site address) of Department/Agency consultation page


	www.dfee.gov.uk/consultations/index.shtml

	Contact details for No 10 use


	Vanessa.Nicholls@dfee.gov.uk 

 

	How many responses were received?


	102 

	How much did the consultation exercise cost?


	.£93,011.00 estimate

	Were any complaints received about the consultation process?


	We have no record of any complaints.

	Which aspects of the policy area changed as a result of the consultation?
	The Excellence Challenge was extended to Education Action Zones as a result of the consultation. We are no longer pursuing the HE EMA bonus payments for students applying for HE.  Responses to the consultation suggested that extending the programme to more areas of the country was seen as a higher priority.  
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