	Reporting Capital in CFR

Consultation Response Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 27 December 2004
Your comments must reach us by that date.
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The information you send to us may need to be passed to colleagues within the Department for Education and Skills and/or published in a summary of responses received in response to this consultation. We will assume that you are content for us to do this, and that if you are replying by e-mail, your consent overrides any confidentiality disclaimer that is generated by your organisation's IT system, unless you specifically include a request to the contrary in the main text of your submission to us.

The Department may, in accordance with the Code of Practice on Access to Government Information, make available on public request, individual consultation responses. This will extend to your comments unless you inform us that you wish them to remain confidential.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Name
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	Organisation (if applicable)
	[image: image4.png]




	Address:
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If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Kent Hadley on:

Telephone: 020 7925 6561

e-mail: kent.hadley@dfes.gsi.gov.uk 

If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888

Fax: 01928 794 311

e-mail: consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk

Please check one of the boxes that best describes you as a respondent.
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	LEA
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	School
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	Other (please specify)
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	Please Specify:



	


1 What issues do you face around the collection of capital data for CFR?

	[image: image10.png]



	Comments:



	


2 
Are there any particular codes that are problematic? Please give details.

Capital income 
CI01 Capital income
CI02 Loans
CI03 Voluntary or Private income
CI04 Direct revenue financing (revenue contributions to capital)

Capital expenditure
CE01 Acquisition of land and existing buildings
CE02 New construction conversion and renovation
CE03 Vehicles, plant, equipment and machinery
CE04 Information and communication technology

Balances
B03 Devolved formula capital balance
B04 Other Standards Fund capital balances
B05 Other capital balances
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	CI01
	[image: image12.png]



	CI02
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	CI03
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	CI04
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	CE01
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	CE02
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	CE03
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	CE04
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	B03
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	B04
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	B05
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	Comments:



	


3 What would add consistency between schools and LEAs for the collection of this information? 
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	Comments:



	


4 Would you recommend any amended or additional capital codes to help analyse capital spend?

	[image: image24.png]



	Comments:



	


5 De-minimis levels differ greatly between LEAs. Do you see value in having a single de-minimis level for all schools and LEAs?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


6 At present we use 3 capital balance codes. Do you see any problems having just one capital balance code?

Balances
B03 Devolved formula capital balance
B04 Other Standards Fund capital balances
B05 Other capital balances
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	Comments:



	


7 At present the VASIS website collects capital expenditure for VA schools based on committment rather than actual spend. What are the issues collecting actual spend form schools?

	[image: image30.png]



	Comments:



	


8 We would like to tidy up the way capital loans are recorded in CFR. 
We propose making a clear distinction between a) An advance or licenced deficit and b) A loan over and above yearly allocations.
a) An advance or licenced deficit should be captured as follows:
Yr1                                           CI01   100,000  
                                                 CE02 300,000
Balance BFWD                     B03   -200,000
    
Yr2                                           CI01   100,000
Balance CFWD Yr 1             B03   -200,000
Balance BFWD                     B03   -100,000
    
Yr3                                           CI01  100,000
Balance CFWD Yr 2             B03  -100,000
In year surplus Yr 3                B03   100,000
Balance BFWD                     B03               0

b) For a loan over and above yearly allocations, we are proposing to introduce a new CFR code CE05 to track the loan repayment against the existing CFR loan code CI02.
Yr1                                           CI01   100,000
                                                 CI02   200,000
                                                 CE02 300,000
Balance BFWD                     B03                 0
  
Yr2                                           CI01   100,000
                                                 CE05 100,000
Balance BFWD                     B03                0
   
Yr3                                           CI01   100,000
Balance CFWD Yr 2             B03                 0
                                                 CE05 100,000
Balance BFWD                     B03                 0

Does this help to clarify the recording of capital loans in CFR? Is the introduction of a new code justified in this instance?
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	Comments:



	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply [image: image32.png]



Here at the Department for Education and Skills we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?
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Yes
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No


Code of Practice on Consultation

All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions are being asked and the timescale for responses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the use of a designated consultation co-ordinator.

6. Ensure your consultation follows better regulation best practice, including carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the Cabinet Office Website: 
http://www.cabinet-office.gov.uk/regulation/consultation/code.htm

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 27 December 2004

Send by post to: Kent Hadley, Area 5A7, Sanctuary Buildings,Great Smith Street, London, SW1P 3BT

Send by e-mail to: kent.hadley@dfes.gsi.gov.uk 

