1


Quinquennial Review of Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA)

QCA was established in 1997 to advise government about the curriculum, assessment and qualifications.  It is a non-departmental public body (NDPB), and in accordance with Cabinet Office guidelines is subject to a standard review by its sponsoring body, the DfES, every five years.  You are invited to contribute your views on QCA by answering a number of questions.

Closing date for responses 28/2/01
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Consultation Outline page

Ivan Lewis, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Young People and Learning announced the Quinquennial Review of QCA in the House of Commons on 18th December 2001 in an answer to a parliamentary question by Jim Knight.  The Review Team would welcome your views on QCA and the role it performs.  
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Further Information page

QCA was established in 1997 to advise government about the curriculum, assessment and qualifications.  It describes its role as “guardian of standards in education and training”.   QCA aims to work with others to maintain and develop the school curriculum and associated assessments, and to accredit and monitor qualifications in schools, colleges and at work.

As a non-departmental public body (NDPB), QCA is subject to review by its sponsoring body, the Department for Education and Skills, every five years. On the 18th Dec 2001, the Government announced that the first stage of the review of QCA would commence in January and report in the spring. 

Reviews of NDPBs form a key part of Ministers’ Modernising Government agenda. They provide an opportunity to bring about change and improvement in the arrangements for delivering public services, paving the way for higher quality services that are better integrated and more responsive to users’ needs. Reviews have two main stages: 

· First, examining the functions and remit of QCA in order to consider whether these functions are required, and, if so, is an NDPB the best option for delivery of these functions, taking time to examine the current organizational structure and the Authorities relationship with its stakeholders.  

· Secondly - if it is determined that continued NDPB status is the right model – looking at ways in which QCA’s performance might be improved in future. 

The terms of reference for the first stage of the review are :


· To review the role and functions of QCA as outlined in its remit letter, the efficiency and effectiveness with which they have been carried out and how these functions contribute to the delivery of wider DfES and Government objectives

· To consider the likely need for these functions in the future and whether there is a need for any reduction or expansion in the functions undertaken by QCA 

· To consider what QCA's customers and other interested parties think about its role, performance and responsiveness to their needs

· To consider whether continued NDPB status is the best way of delivering these functions or whether some, or all, of the functions could be delivered more efficiently and effectively within an alternative organisational framework, including by another private, public or voluntary body or otherwise within Government
· To consider the powers, remit, objectives and status of QCA and the membership and role of the Board.
We are keen that the review includes the views of as many people as possible with an interest in QCA’s work.  If you would like to contribute your views, please either complete the questionnaire Online here, or download it and send your replies to Ellie Reynolds, QCA Quinquennial Review Team, E3C, Moorfoot, Sheffield S1 4PQ.

You are also welcome to send any other comments you may have by email to ellie.reynolds@dfes.gsi.gov.uk or by letter to Ellie Reynolds, QCA Quinquennial Review Team, E3C, Moorfoot, Sheffield S1 4PQ.

If there are others you think should have the opportunity to contribute to the review, then please point them to this website.


In the meantime, if you would like more information about DfES objectives, QCA, or about reviews of NDPBs, you can find this on the relevant websites:

· DfES Strategic Framework: 

Education and Skills: Delivering results.  A Strategy to 2006

www.dfes.gov.uk/delivering-results
· QCA website

www.qca.org.uk
· Cabinet Office Guidance on carrying out reviews of NDPBs


www.cabinet-office.gov.uk/eeg/2000/review/contents.htm
If you would like to discuss any aspect of the review further, please contact either Sarah Nixon or Ellie Reynolds in the review team on either 0114 259 3626 or 0114 259 5229.

Thank you for your time in providing your views.
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Personal Details

Name

Confidentiality

Your answers will remain confidential unless we have received your permission to attribute a particular comment:

Yes:……..     No:………..

Organisation

Email address

Address

Respondent: Please tick one of the following….

Agency or NDPB

Awarding Body

Further Education College 

Government Department

Local Education Authority

National Training Organisation

Representing Business or Employers 

School

Subject Association

Training provider

University

Other – please specify
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The response form

The questions below are the framework for the review, and form the basis of all our discussions and consultation.    It would be helpful if you give your comments under any of the questions to which they relate; or, if you prefer, please give your views on any of the issues relevant to the terms of reference for the review in section four of the response form. 

1 FUNCTION

1.1 What in your view are the main purposes of QCA?

1.2 How might these change in the future?

1.3 How clearly are the respective roles of QCA and your organisation defined?

1.4 How effective are the relationships between QCA and its partners e.g. DfES, OfSTED, Awarding Bodies, LSC, TTA, GTC, etc.

1.5
Are the differences in the arrangements by which QCA operates in different areas appropriate? (e.g. qualifications cf. curriculum issues; and as respects national tests, GCSE, A-level & GNVQ, vocational qualifications.)
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DELIVERY

2.1
What are QCA’s strengths / weaknesses? What issues need to be tackled?

2.2
How well have bringing the different functions of QCA together worked (e.g. assessment, curriculum and regulation); and similarly the merger of vocational and general qualifications worked?

2.3
Does QCA contribute to; the take up of qualifications; parity of esteem; and equality of opportunity?

2.4
How has QCA helped your organisation in its work?
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MODEL for the future

3.1
Is there a continuing need for QCA’s functions to be carried out at all?


3.2
If so, what are the advantages of QCA being an NDPB?  

3.3 Are there any of QCA’s services which might be better provided in another way? (e.g. by the private sector, by bodies at regional or other levels)
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OTHER COMMENTS

Please give your comments on any of the issues relevant to the terms of reference of the review.

