	Financial Management Standard External Assessment

Consultation Response Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 22 February 2005
Your comments must reach us by that date.
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The information you send to us may need to be passed to colleagues within the Department for Education and Skills and/or published in a summary of responses received in response to this consultation. We will assume that you are content for us to do this, and that if you are replying by e-mail, your consent overrides any confidentiality disclaimer that is generated by your organisation's IT system, unless you specifically include a request to the contrary in the main text of your submission to us.

The Department may, in accordance with the Code of Practice on Access to Government Information, make available on public request, individual consultation responses. This will extend to your comments unless you inform us that you wish them to remain confidential.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Name
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	Organisation (if applicable)
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	Address:
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If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Kent Hadley on:

Telephone: 0207 925 6561

e-mail: kent.hadley@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888

Fax: 01928 794 311

e-mail: consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
Please check one of the boxes that best describes you as a respondent.
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	LEA
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	School
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	Headteacher
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	Governor
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	Other please specify
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	Please Specify:



	


1. Do you agree or disagree that it is important to have an external assessment of the schools Financial Management Standard?

	[image: image13.png]



	Strongly agree
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	Agree
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	Neither agree nor disagree

	[image: image16.png]



	Disagree
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	Strongly disagree
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	Comments:



	


2. What possible benefits do you see in the external assessment of the financial management standard?
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	Comments:



	


3. What kind of qualities are important for the assessing body to possess?
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	Comments:



	


Of those who have been consulted so far, the feedback is that Local Authorities' internal audit officers would be the most appropriate people to undertake or carry out the assessment. As the majority of the standard is covered in the activities of the audit process already in place, the external assessment of the standard could be acheived as part of that process.

4. Do you agree that local authorities' internal audit officers should be responsible for the assessment?
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


For LEA respondents only
5. The external assessment of the standard is voluntary and will only be available if LEAs can provide the service. Can this service be provided within existing resources?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Comments:



	


For SCHOOL respondents only
6. Would you be prepared to cover the costs of having an external assessment. 
We estimate this cost to be approximately £150 per day
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	Yes
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	Partially
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	No


	[image: image31.png]



	Comments:



	


7. What possible problems or issues, if any, do you foresee occuring if an external assessment of financial standards was introduced? 
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	Comments:



	


8. Please use this space for any general comments that you may have on the consultation as a whole.
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	Comments:



	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply [image: image34.png]



Code of Practice on Consultation

All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions are being asked and the timescale for responses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the use of a designated consultation co-ordinator.

6. Ensure your consultation follows better regulation best practice, including carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the Cabinet Office Website: 
http://www.cabinet-office.gov.uk/regulation/consultation/code.htm

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 22 February 2005

Send by post to: Kent Hadley, DfES, Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, Westminster, London, SW1P 3BT

Send by e-mail to: kent.hadley@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
