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	European Qualifications Framework

This consultation is on the European Commission’s proposal for a European Qualifications Framework. This proposes to be an enabling framework, to be implemented on an entirely voluntary basis that will allow qualifications in different countries to be able to relate to each other. The UK Government will be submitting a response to the European Commission towards the end of this year, and we welcome views on the proposals from all those who have an interest in qualifications issues.
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Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Pauline Charles on:

Telephone: 020 7340 4486

e-mail: eqf.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk 



	
	Contact Details

	
	If you have any questions about this consultation, please contact Pauline Charles at eqf.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk  or on 020 7340 4486.

	1
	The Proposals

	1.1
	Introduction
This consultation is on a proposal for a European Qualifications Framework.  The proposal has been developed by the European Commission, in partnership with a working group consisting of experts from all EU member states, including the UK.  The UK Government will be submitting a response to the European Commission at the end of this year, and we are consulting all those who have an interest in qualifications issues, to invite them to submit their views.

	1.2
	The proposal for an European Qualifications Framework
You can download the European Commission's proposal for the European Qualifications Framework from this site (the links on the left).  It is available in word or PDF format.

	1.3
	Summary of the proposals
The European Qualifications Framework is designed to be a meta-framework; that is, a framework that sits above national qualification frameworks and enables them to relate to each other.  Its aim is to act as a translation device between qualifications obtained in different countries, thereby increasing transparency of qualifications, and facilitating the transfer and recognition of qualifications of individual citizens between member states.

The EQF is designed to be implemented on a voluntary basis, and will not create any legal obligations on Member States.  The European Commission anticipates that the optimal approach will be for each Member State to link their qualifications structures and systems to the EQF

The core of the EQF consists of a set of common reference points, located in a structure of eight levels, that are based on learning outcomes.  These levels will form the basis of mapping qualifications across different member states.  Qualifications at each level are described in terms of typical learning outcomes that can be related to qualifications and qualification frameworks, rather than inputs.  This is designed to provide the flexibility to allow a range of different national qualifications to be linked to the EQF.

The Commission’s proposal contains more specific details on the operation of the EQF, the principles behind it, the conceptual basis for it, and a detailed description of the proposed 8 levels, together with a set of questions.  

	2
	How To Respond

	2.1
	All comments on this proposal should be sent by one of the following methods:

by email to eqf.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
online at www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations
by post to: 

Pauline Charles

EQF consultation
Department for Education and Skills
Area 5C
CAXTON HOUSE 
Tothill Street
London
SW1H 9NA

All responses must be received by ?? 2005.

 

	3
	Additional Copies

	3.1
	Additional copies are only available electronically and can be obtained from the DfES consultations site at www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/

	4
	Plans for making results public

	4.1
	A summary of the responses to this consultation will be published on the DfES website in January 2006.


