	Draft Adoption Regulations and Guidance for Consultation: Prescribed Fees (Adoptions with a foreign element) and Non-Agency Adoptions

Consultation Response Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 27 June 2005
Your comments must reach us by that date.
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The information you send to us may need to be passed to colleagues within the Department for Education and Skills and/or published in a summary of responses received in response to this consultation. We will assume that you are content for us to do this, and that if you are replying by e-mail, your consent overrides any confidentiality disclaimer that is generated by your organisation's IT system, unless you specifically include a request to the contrary in the main text of your submission to us.

The Department may, in accordance with the Code of Practice on Access to Government Information, make available on public request, individual consultation responses. This will extend to your comments unless you inform us that you wish them to remain confidential.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Name
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	Organisation (if applicable)
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	Address:
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If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Ruth Wilson on:

Telephone: 020 7273 5827

e-mail: mechanisms.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
 

If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888

Fax: 01928 794 311

e-mail: consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
Please insert “X” in one of the following boxes that best describes you as a respondent
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	Local Authority
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	Voluntary Adoption Agency
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	Representative Group
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	Social Worker
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	Adopter
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	Prospective Adopter
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	Academic
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	Other (please specify)
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	Please Specify:



	


PRESCRIBED FEES – ADOPTIONS WITH A FOREIGN ELEMENT
Question 1 - Persons to whom a fee may be charged (paragraph 3 of guidance) 

1 a) Do you agree the list of persons to whom a fee may be charged by a local authority as set out in paragraph 3 of the guidance?
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	Yes
	[image: image17.png]



	No


1 b) If no, please state the persons to whom a fee may be charged? 
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	Comments:



	


Question 2 – Facilities which may attract a fee (paragraph 4 of the guidance)
 

2 a) Do you agree the facilities which may attract a fee as set out in paragraph 4 of the guidance?
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	Yes
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	No


2 b) If no, what facilities should attract a fee?

	


	[image: image21.png]



	Comments:



	


Question 3 – Local authority’s costs in providing the facilities (paragraph 5 of the guidance)

3 Do you agree that the fee should not exceed the local authority’s costs and expenses properly incurred in providing the facilities?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Comments:



	


Question 4 – Independent Review Mechanism 

4 Do you agree that no element of the recovery cost of a review (independent review mechanism) should be included in the fee? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Comments:



	


Question 5 – Method of calculation of fees

5 Do you consider it reasonable to require local authorities to provide on request details of the method by which the fee was calculated?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Comments:



	


Question 6 - Transitional provisions

6 a) Do you think transitional provisions are necessary to move from the fee charging system under the Adoption Act 1976 and the regulated system under the Adoption and Children Act 2002?
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	Yes
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	No


6 b) If yes, please explain the transitional provisions you consider necessary
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	Comments:



	


Question 7 - Overall detail - Regulations

7 a) Overall, is the level of detail provided by the Regulations
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	too much
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	about right
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	too little


7 b) What, if any, additional issues need to be covered?
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	Comments:



	


Question 8 – Overall detail - Guidance

8 a) Overall, is the guidance clear and helpful in assisting you in interpreting the requirements set out in the Regulations?  
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	Helpful
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	Not helpful


8 b) Which paragraphs in the guidance do you think are unclear and what would make them clearer?
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	Comments:



	


NON-AGENCY ADOPTIONS 

Question 9 – Definition of appropriate local authority 

9 a) Do you agree with the definition of the appropriate local authority in regulation 3?
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	Yes
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	No


9 b) If no what should the definition be?
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	Comments:



	


Question 10 - General comments

10 Please use this space for any general comments that you may have.
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	Comments:



	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply [image: image45.png]



Here at the Department for Education and Skills we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?
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Yes
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No


Code of Practice on Consultation

All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions are being asked and the timescale for responses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the use of a designated consultation co-ordinator.

6. Ensure your consultation follows better regulation best practice, including carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the Cabinet Office Website: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/regulation/consultation-guidance/content/introduction/index.asp

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 27 June 2005

Send by post to: 

Ruth Wilson
Department for Education and Skills
Area 4G
Caxton House
6-12 Tothill Street
London
SW1H 9NA
Fax:  020 7273 5838

Send by e-mail to mechanisms.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
