Appendix D 

GLOSSARY
Adoption agency
An adoption agency is a local authority or a voluntary adoption agency (VAA).  Only adoption agencies may make or facilitate adoption arrangements.  VAAs may provide an intercountry adoption service provided this is a condition of their registration with the Commission for Social Care Inspection or the National Assembly for Wales.  A local authority may contract out its intercountry adoption service to a VAA who is registered to provide an intercountry service.
Carer

Includes a foster-parent, relative and partner of one of the child’s parent. 

Section 144(1) of the Act (as amended by section 79 of the Civil Partnership Act (c.33)) defines:

“relative”, in relation to a child, means a grandparent, brother, sister, uncle or aunt, whether of the full blood or half-blood or by marriage or civil partnership.

“partner” – for the purposes of this Act, a person is the partner of a child’s parent if the person and the parent are a couple but the person is not the child’s parent.

“couple” – in this Act, a couple means –

(a) a married couple, or

(aa) two people who are civil partners of each other, or".

(b)  two people (whether of different sexes or the same sex) living as partners in an enduring family relationship.

Convention adoptions

A Convention adoption is an adoption made under the Hague Convention in any Convention country or federal State outside the British Islands and certified as having been made in accordance with Article 23(1) of the Convention.  This is automatically recognised in all Hague Convention contracting states.
Hague Convention

Convention on Protection of Children and Co-operation in respect of Intercountry Adoption, concluded at the Hague on 29 May 1993 – includes children who are habitually resident in the UK and children who are habitually resident outside the British Islands.  The Hague Convention aims to establish an international system of co-operation to prevent the abduction of, sale of, or traffic in children.   
Looked After Child
A child who is being looked after by the local authority under the Children Act 1989.
Non-agency child

A non-agency child is a child who is not being looked after by a local authority.
