ANNEX A

ADOPTION SUPPORT WITHIN THE ADOPTION AND CHILDREN ACT 2002

3 MAINTENANCE OF ADOPTION SERVICE 

(1) Each local authority must continue to maintain within their area a service designed to meet the needs, in relation to adoption, of-

(a) children who may be adopted, their parents and guardians,

(b) persons wishing to adopt a child, and

(c) adopted persons, their parents, natural parents and former guardians; and for that purpose must provide the requisite facilities. 

(2) Those facilities must include making, and participating in, arrangements-

(a) for the adoption of children, and

(b) for the provision of adoption support services.

(3)As part of the service, the arrangements made for the purposes of subsection (2)(b)-

(a) must extend to the provision of adoption support services to persons who are within a description prescribed by regulations, 

(b) may extend to the provision of those services to other persons.

(4) A local authority may provide any of the requisite facilities by securing their provision by-

(a) registered adoption societies, or

(b) other persons who are within a description prescribed by regulations of persons who may provide the facilities in question. 

(5) The facilities of the service must be provided in conjunction with the local authority’s other social services and with registered adoption societies in their area, so that help may be given in a co-ordinated manner without duplication, omission or avoidable delay. 

(6) The social services referred to in subsection (5) are the functions of a local authority which are social services functions within the meaning of the Local Authority Social Services Act 1970 (c. 42) (which include, in particular, those functions in so far as they relate to children). 
4 ASSESSMENTS ETC. FOR ADOPTION SUPPORT SERVICES 

(1) A local authority must at the request of-

(a) any of the persons mentioned in paragraphs (a) to (c) of section 3(1), or

(b) any other person who falls within a description prescribed by regulations (subject to subsection (7)(a)),carry out an assessment of that person’s needs for adoption support services.

(2) A local authority may, at the request of any person, carry out an assessment of that person’s needs for adoption support services. 

(3) A local authority may request the help of the persons mentioned in paragraph (a) or 

(b) of section 3(4) in carrying out an assessment. 

(4) Where, as a result of an assessment, a local authority decide that a person has needs for adoption support services, they must then decide whether to provide any such services to that person. 

(5) If-

(a) a local authority decide to provide any adoption support services to a person, and

(b) the circumstances fall within a description prescribed by regulations, the local authority must prepare a plan in accordance with which adoption support services are to be provided to the person and keep the plan under review. 

(6) Regulations may make provision about assessments, preparing and reviewing plans, the provision of adoption support services in accordance with plans and reviewing the provision of adoption support services. 

(7) The regulations may in particular make provision-

(a) as to the circumstances in which a person mentioned in paragraph (b) of subsection(1) is to have a right to request an assessment of his needs in accordance with that subsection, 

(b) about the type of assessment which, or the way in which an assessment, is to be carried out, 

(c) about the way in which a plan is to be prepared, 

(d) about the way in which, and time at which, a plan or the provision of adoption support services is to be reviewed, 

(e) about the considerations to which a local authority are to have regard in carrying out an assessment or review or preparing a plan, 

(f) as to the circumstances in which a local authority may provide adoption support services subject to conditions, 81 

(g) as to the consequences of conditions imposed by virtue of paragraph (f) not being met (including the recovery of any financial support provided by a local authority), 

(h) as to the circumstances in which this section may apply to a local authority in respect of persons who are outside that local authority’s area, 

(i) as to the circumstances in which a local authority may recover from another local authority the expenses of providing adoption support services to any person. 

(8) A local authority may carry out an assessment of the needs of any person under this section at the same time as an assessment of his needs is made under any other enactment. 

(9) If at any time during the assessment of the needs of any person under this section, it appears to a local authority that-

(a) there may be a need for the provision of services to that person by a Primary Care Trust (in Wales, a Health Authority or Local Health Board), or 

(b) there may be a need for the provision to him of any services which fall within the functions of a local education authority (within the meaning of the Education Act 1996 (c. 56)), the local authority must notify that Primary Care Trust, Health Authority, Local Health Board or local education authority. 

(10) Where it appears to a local authority that another local authority could, by taking any specified action, help in the exercise of any of their functions under this section, they may request the help of that other local authority, specifying the action in question. 

(11) A local authority whose help is so requested must comply with the request if it is consistent with the exercise of their functions 






































































