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Dear Colleague,
DfES FIVE-YEAR STRATEGY: CONSULTATION ON PROPOSALS FOR FOUNDATION SCHOOLS, EXPANDING POPULAR AND SUCCESSFUL SCHOOLS AND ADDING SIXTH FORMS

The Department’s five-year strategy for children and learners sets out a vision for the secondary school sector of “independent specialist schools”.  This vision is underpinned by proposals for encouraging secondary schools to become more autonomous by becoming foundation schools, and for enhancing the freedoms and flexibilities available to foundation schools.  

The strategy also explains how the Department intends to encourage the creation of more places in popular and successful secondary schools by speeding up the process for schools to expand, and introducing a presumption in favour of the approval of proposals for the addition of a sixth form by “high-performing” specialist schools.

Two consultation documents are attached to this letter setting out in more detail how we intend to give effect to the strategy proposals.  The first relates to foundation schools.  It covers draft regulations amending the Education (Change of Category of Maintained Schools) (England) Regulations 2000 and School Governance (Constitution) (England) Regulations 2003.  The second relates to the expansion of popular and successful schools.  It covers draft regulations and guidance amending the Education (School Organisation Proposals) (England) Regulations 1999.  

We would welcome any comments on the proposals.  Consultees should send separate responses to each consultation document.  Responses, and any questions about the consultation exercise, should be sent by e-mail to:                             Expansion-Foundation.CONSULTATION@dfes.gsi.gov.uk or posted to David Shand at Room 5.86 Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, London, SW1P 3BT.

It would be helpful to have your comments by 31 December 2004.  This allows over twelve weeks for responses in line with the Cabinet Office’s Code of Practice on consultations.

 Foundation (and voluntary aided) schools are, of course, employers of their own staff.  It is important to ensure that the freedoms that they enjoy as employers are balanced by appropriate protection for employees, including on terms and conditions of employment and prevention of the development of a two-tier workforce.  We will be consulting separately on our proposed approach to this issue.
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List of consultees
	· 
	Agency for Jewish Education

	· 
	Association of Muslim Schools (UK)

	· 
	Association of Teachers and Lecturers (ATL)

	· 
	Board of Deputies of British Jews

	· 
	Catholic Education Service and all Roman Catholic Dioceses

	· 
	Church of England Board of Education and all Church of England Dioceses

	· 
	Churches Together in England

	· 
	Confederation of Education and Children’s Services Managers (CONFED)

	· 
	Foundation and Aided Schools National Association (FASNA)

	· 
	Greek Orthodox Church

	· 
	GMB

	· 
	General Teaching Council (GTC)

	· 
	Local Government Employers’ Organisation

	· 
	British Humanist Association

	· 
	Human Scale Education

	· 
	Information for School and College Governors (ISCG)

	· 
	All Local Education Authorities in England

	· 
	Local Government Association (LGA)

	· 
	Learning and Skills Council (National)

	· 
	The Methodist Church

	· 
	National Association of School Governors (NASG)

	· 
	National Association of Head Teachers (NAHT)

	· 
	National Secular Society

	· 
	National Governors Council (NGC)

	· 
	National Association of Schoolmaster Union of Women Teachers   (NASUWT)

	· 
	National Union of Teachers (NUT)

	· 
	National Employers’ Organisation for School Teachers (NEOST)

	· 
	Office of Schools Adjudicator (OSA)

	· 
	Professional Association of Teachers (PAT)

	· 
	Seventh-Day Adventist Church

	· 
	Secondary Heads Association (SHA)

	· 
	Network of Sikh Organisations

	· 
	Quakers – Society of Friends

	· 
	Steiner Waldorf Fellowship

	· 
	Transport and General Workers Union (TGWU)

	· 
	Teacher Training Agency (TTA)

	· 
	Unison
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