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	Department/Agency
	Department for Education and Skills



	Title of consultation
	CONSULTATION: EMPLOYMENT OF OVERSEAS TRAINED TEACHERS (OTTs), ARRANGEMENTS FOR AWARDING QUALIFIED TEACHER STATUS (QTS) AND EXEMPTION FROM INDUCTION, AND STEPS TO GIVE EASIER ACCESS TO THE GRADUATE TEACHER PROGRAMME (GTP) FOR ALL TEACHERS

	Launch date 
	Monday, 22 January 2001



	Closing Date
	Friday, 16 March 2001

	Brief summary of response

Please try to include keywords on which users may be likely to search


	Consultation responses were generally favourable, although many respondents emphasised that there must be no reduction in QTS standards, and that OTTs need proper support when they start teaching in England.

All consultees agreed that the 4 month limit on OTTs temporary postings should be removed, and most agreed that an extension of the maximum from 2 to 4 years was appropriate.

A number of consultees disagreed with removing the 3 month minimum GTP time requirement on the grounds that it could not realistically be completed in a shorter period and that a QTS assessment made in less than 3 months could not be rigorous.

There were some objections to awarding QTS on the basis of assessment only although no respondents made their reasons clear

There were some objections to our proposals to exempt OTTs from an induction period.  However, half of these saw the need for a non-statutory period of adjustment and recognised that a years statutory induction for an experienced OTT is excessive.

There were few objections to the proposal to assess induction and QTS simultaneously.  There were a number of comments about the two year qualification period we proposed for OTTs to be exempt from induction: our response was to clarify that OTTs’ experience must be 2 years FTE, and that it must be undertaken in periods each lasting a minimum of one school term.

The independent sector were critical of the proposals.  They thought it was unfair to allow OTTs quick and cheap assessment, and exemption from induction, whereas teachers without QTS in the independent sector do not have the same access.  

Our policy position is that OTTs are fully qualified teachers in their own country whereas independent school teachers without QTS have not completed a course of initial teacher training.  

	URL (the web site address where the response can be found)


	

	URL (web site address) of Department/Agency consultation page


	www.dfee.gov.uk/consultations/index.shtml

	Contact details for No 10 use


	John Watson Tel: 01325 392182, Ext 62182.

	How many responses were received?


	72 including the main teacher unions, GTC for England, the Learning and Skills Council, many LEAs, a small number of schools, ITT institutions and individuals.

	How much did the consultation exercise cost?


	

	Were any complaints received about the consultation process?


	No

	Which aspects of the policy area changed as a result of the consultation?
	Amendments to The Education(Teachers’ Qualifications and Health Standards) (England) (Amendment) Regulations and The Education (Induction Arrangements for School Teachers) Regulations to permit the changes consulted on.
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