Dear Colleague 
CONSULTATION ON THE PROPALS FOR A LONDON STUDENT PLEDGE 

I am writing to seek your views on our proposals for a London Student Pledge as part of our strategy for transforming the quality of education in London.  Details of the proposed pledge are below.  Should you wish to see a copy of the whole London secondary education strategy,   Transforming London Secondary Schools can be accessed at: www.Londonchallenge.gov.uk 
The London Challenge aims for London to become one of the world’s great cities for learning and creativity.  We want to draw on the richness of London’s opportunities and resources to raise young people’s aspirations through broadening their experience.   The Student Pledge offers students during the years 11-16, a range of experiences both in and out of school that we would like all to have the opportunity to experience.  The experiences would be delivered inside and outside school, but we would like schools to engage with the concept and play a full part in ensuring that young people access these opportunities.   They might be recorded in student’s Progress Files. 
 The proposals as set out in the strategy are reproduced below.  Information in italics offers some further suggestions on ways the Pledge could be met.   

Every young person should have an opportunity: 
· early in their time at secondary school to have their achievements formally recognised, perhaps in a sporting, public speaking, essay writing, or painting competition.   There are many other ways this can be fulfilled and it need not be a competitive experience – every pupils art work or written work might be displayed, ASDAN, Jack Petchey, early GCSE and other awards would all be ways of meeting the concept of early recognition of achievement.  
· to take part in a public event such as sports match, musical performance or painting exhibition.  For some pupils a public event may be in front of other pupils, or pupils and parents – for others there may be a community audience could include setting up an exhibition of pupils recent work (painting, photography, sculpture), as an individual or group on a particular theme, medium or technique; preparing an original piece of music, for a particular occasion; taking part in a live or recorded performance, each with an individual part.    Physical activity could include:  participation in teams and/or in clubs, in sport/physical activity at school; participation in inter-school, or voluntary agency, sport and physical activity competitions; • Participation in local teams/clubs 

· to be involved in a play, musical or reading either as an actor or by helping to produce it.   This differs from the concept above by being essentially rooted in the spoken or written word.   In addition to the examples mentioned, it might be fulfilled by reading to a small group of younger children or taking part in a choral reading. engage in a rehearsed performance of a scripted drama, for an audience; writing a picture book for younger readers, visiting an infant class and reading their work to a small group of children; performing a rehearsed reading of a distinctive piece of their own writing, to the class as a whole; taking part in a performance of the choral speaking of a poem, to an audience; taking part in a scripted presentation, in assembly
· to take part in a residential course or visit that will further their education.  There are a wide range of providers who offer different types of residential opportunities.  Staying away from home can be a powerful learning experience – activities taking place might be several of those from the pledge – but it also provides a chance to develop closer relations with other members of the school community a field trip e.g. for geography coursework ; Duke of Edinburgh, Key Skills or Youth Achievement Awards Scheme, (ASDAN); other residential experience, including language exchanges
· to have the opportunity to help others in a voluntary activity.  This can cover any sort of volunteering from environmental – Plant a Tree for London to mentoring younger pupils, helping in the community or local faith group.. voluntary work or other activity; Fundraising in school; Schools Council activities etc
· to attend a major artistic or sporting event at one of London’s major venues.  London has so many world renowned theatres, concert halls and stadia but many young people never get opportunities to visit them...  We aim to make more visits possible for more pupils and some may even get opportunities to perform at major venues
· to have opportunities to understand and celebrate diverse cultures and to extend their international knowledge, understanding and experience. Examples could include be building on the multicultural school community, including celebrating pupil’s home languages, cultures and religions;  joint classes via videoconferencing with students from overseas or exchange visits.  There is scope too for multinational business to open their doors to students
· to engage in an enterprise that requires planning, design, completion and review. Examples could include running a school shop, building a new machine or helping with the design of a new school facility.   Another angle on this would be to participate in a business activity outside the school, or through a voluntary organisation. Young Enterprise /Team Enterprise scheme is one model – to understand how a business operates
· to make use of cutting edge learning technologies, including online learning, to extend their knowledge and understanding.   City Learning Centres, libraries and higher education could all offer opportunities here.

· to contribute their views on London issues and have their voices heard.  There are opportunities within school through schools councils, and other options could be via the Internet, youth panels and youth parliaments.  Some of these will be accessed through the Youth Service or Connexions partnerships. Young People’s Participation – offer a menu: Youth Parliaments by borough or for London, Young Mayor,  Young People’s Council, debating competitions etc
We would welcome any comments on the components of the pledge, and on the concept as a whole.  Some of the experiences could clearly be achieved in combination. They will not all be delivered by schools or in the school day.  The Youth Service, Connexions, Millennium Volunteers, sports, arts and voluntary organisations could all play a part.  We hope that parents and students themselves will be keen to ensure that these opportunities are open to all young people.  It should not be the sole responsibility of any one body.  
The Department is drawing together information about ways the pledge items can be met, including range of organisations in London and nationally that can help.  This will be available to schools and other bodies in the autumn.  

When the consultation is over, we plan to launch a London Pledge with an event that will allow young people to demonstrate their skills and talents on a public stage.   
Plans for making results public

We will incorporate as many comments as possible in refining the pledge. A summary of comments from the consultation will be available on www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations from August 2003.  
I attach a sheet with some consultation questions to guide your thinking, but please feel free to express other views too.  Please return this to Nikos Thomas by the 30 July 2003. You can either post your return to the above address or e-mail it to nikos.thomas@dfes.gsi.gov.uk. Please call Nikos on 020 7925 5453 if you need any further help or information   
I look forward to hearing from you

Questions
1. Do you agree that these proposals cover a valuable range of supplementary experience to complement the curriculum?  Are there other items not included?
2. Is it realistic to expect that every pupil can have the opportunity to have these experiences during the 5 years between 11 and 16, starting from the cohort entering school in September 2003?   Please comment on capacity issues or financial implications.  
3. Which of the ten experiences have the potential to most inspire and engage students?

4. Which aspect of the Student Pledge is likely to be most difficult to achieve, and why? 
5...
What part should schools play in helping to ensure that all pupils have these opportunities?  What part should other organisations play? 
6.
Where can schools make the greatest contribution on pledge items?  
7.
What potential impact do you think the experiences will have on pupils? 
8.  
Any other comments

