
	

	RESPONSE FORM TO THE CONSULTATION ON NEW GOVERNING BODY PROCEDURES

Consultation Response Form 

The closing date for this consultation is 03/03/2003. Your comments must reach us by that date.
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	Note:
	Use:
	(
	tab key, only to access input boxes;

	 
	
	(
	scroll bar to navigate the form;

	
	
	(
	mouse to access hyperlink.

	

	The Department may, in accordance with the Code of Practice on Access to Government Information, make available on public request, individual consultation responses. This will extend to your comments unless you inform us that you wish them to remain confidential.

	

	Please insert ‘X’ if you want us to keep your response confidential
	 
	

	

	Name
	     

	

	Organisation (if applicable)
	     

	

	Address
	     
	

	


	

	If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact:

	

	Telephone:
	01928 794888

	Fax:
	01928 794 311


	Email:
	Consultation.Unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk


	

	Please insert ‘X’ in one of the following boxes that best describes you as a respondent.



	
	 
	Support Staff Member
	 
	Teacher

	

	
	 
	Governor
	 
	Headteacher

	

	
	 
	LEA officer
	 
	Diocesan Body

	
	 
	National Organisation
	
	

	

	
	 
	Other (please specify)
	(
	
	     


	Guidance

Question 1

	

	Please indicate your overall view on the guidance on the new governing body procedures for clerks, chairs, LEAs and other interested parties.

	

	

	
	 
	Very Helpful
	 
	Helpful
	 
	Not very Helpful
	 
	Not Sure

	

	

	We would welcome your comments on the proposal or suggestions for improvement.

	     


	Part 2: appointment, function and removal of officers

Question 2 (See Part 2)

	

	Please indicate your view on the proposal that governing bodies should have the flexibility to set the chair and vice chair’s term of office between one and four years (as set out in paragraph 2.3 of the guidance).

	

	

	
	 
	Strongly support
	 
	Support
	 
	Support in part
	 
	Do not support

	

	

	We would welcome your comments on the proposal or suggestions for improvement.

	     


	Question 3 (See Part 2)

	

	Please indicate your view on the proposal that governing bodies must appoint a clerk to each committee it sets up (as set out in paragraph 2.7 of the guidance).

	

	

	
	 
	Strongly support
	 
	Support
	 
	Support in part
	 
	Do not support

	

	

	We would welcome your comments on the proposal or suggestions for improvement.

	     



	Part 4: meetings and proceedings

Question 4 (See Part 3)

	

	Please indicate your view on the proposal that the single quorum for all governing body meetings must be one half of the complete membership (as set out in paragraph 3.3 of the guidance).

	

	

	
	 
	Strongly support
	 
	Support
	 
	Support in part
	 
	Do not support

	

	

	We would welcome your comments on the proposal or suggestions for improvement.

	     


	Question 5 (See Part 3)

	

	Please indicate your view on the proposal that governing bodies can vote to suspend a governor on prescribed grounds for a limited period (as set out in paragraph 3.7 of the guidance).


	

	
	 
	Strongly support
	 
	Support
	 
	Support in part
	 
	Do not support

	

	

	We would welcome your comments on the proposal or suggestions for improvement.

	     


	Part 4: committees of governing bodies

Question 6 (See part 4)

	

	Please indicate your view on the proposal that governing bodies can establish committees as set out in paragraph 4.1 of the guidance.

	

	

	
	 
	Strongly support
	 
	Support
	 
	Support in part
	 
	Do not support

	

	

	We would welcome your comments on the proposal or suggestions for improvement.

	     


	GENERAL

We would welcome your view as to whether we should be less prescriptive in certain areas of the draft regulations and guidance than we are currently proposing.  In particular we would like to know your views on the following questions:
Question 7 (See part 3) 

	

	Should we deregulate the requirement that governing bodies must hold at least three meetings in a school year (as set out in paragraph 3.2 of the guidance), so that governing bodies decide how often they need to meet?

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not Sure

	

	

	We would welcome your comments on the proposal or suggestions for improvement.

	     


	Question 8 (See Parts 3 and 4)

	

	Should we deregulate the requirement that at least seven days written notice must be given for meetings and committees, circulation of the agenda and papers (as set out in paragraphs 3.2.2 and 4.3 of the guidance), so that these matters are decided by the governing body?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not Sure

	

	

	We would welcome your comments on the proposal or suggestions for improvement.

	     


	Question 9 (See Part 4)

	

	Should we deregulate the provision that prescribes the voting arrangements for governing body committees (as set out in paragraph 4.5 of the guidance), so that a governing body decides this?
 

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not Sure

	

	

	We would welcome your comments on the proposal or suggestions for improvement.

	     


	Question 10 (See Part 4)

	

	Should we deregulate the provision that prescribes the quorum for governing body committees (as set out in paragraph 4.4 of the guidance), so that a governing body decides the quorum for its committees?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not Sure

	

	

	We would welcome your comments on the proposal or suggestions for improvement.

	     


	Question 11

	

	It would be helpful to know if you think there are any other provisions where we can be less prescriptive and let governing bodies decide.  We would welcome any suggestions.

	

	

	     


	General Comments

	

	Please use this space for any general comments that you may have, comments on the layout of this consultation would also be welcomed.

	

	

	     


	Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you tick the box below.

	Please acknowledge this reply
	 
	

	

	Here at the Department for Education and Skills we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations.  As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents? 

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	
	

	

	

	Code of Practice on written consultation

	

	The following seven standards from the Cabinet Office Code of Practice on written consultation should be reproduced in all consultation documents. This is binding on Departments. Ministers’ reasons for any departures should be explained.

	

	All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following standards:

	

	1.
	Timing of consultation should be built into the planning process for a policy (including legislation) or service from the start, so that it has the best prospect of improving the proposals concerned, and so that sufficient time is left at each stage.

	
	

	2.
	It should be clear who is being consulted, about what questions, in what timescale and for what purpose.

	
	

	3.
	A consultation document should be as simple and concise as possible. It should include a     summary, in two pages at most, of the main questions it seeks views on. It should make it as easy as possible for readers to respond, make contact or complain.

	
	

	4.
	Documents should be made widely available, with the fullest use of electronic means (though not to the exclusion of others), and effectively drawn to the attention of all interested groups and individuals.

	
	

	5.
	Sufficient time should be allowed for considered responses from all groups with an interest. Twelve weeks should be the standard minimum period for a consultation.

	
	

	6.
	Responses should be carefully and open-mindedly analysed, and the results made widely     available, with an account of the views expressed, and the reasons for decisions finally taken.

	
	

	7.
	Departments should monitor and evaluate consultations, designating a consultation 
co-ordinator who will ensure the lessons are disseminated.

	
	

	Thank you for taking the time to respond to this consultation.

	
	

	Return completed forms to:


	Gary Mead
Consultation Unit

Level 1, Area B

Castle View House

East Lane

Runcorn

WA7 2GJ




	
	reg.procedure@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
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