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1 Introduction 
 

1.1 Purpose and status 
 

 All programmes of initial teacher education (ITE) in Scotland require the approval of Scottish Ministers, under regulation 4 of the Teachers 
(Education, Training and Recommendation for Registration) (Scotland) Regulations 1993. These guidelines set out the Ministers’ policy on the 
content, nature and duration of programmes leading to teaching qualifications (TQs) for the primary and secondary sectors. They supersede those 
which were issued in 1998 and come into effect from the start of academic session 2007/2008. 
 

1.2 The aims of teacher education 
 
 The overall aim of programmes of initial teacher education is to prepare student teachers to become competent, thoughtful, reflective and innovative 
practitioners, who are committed to providing high quality teaching and learning for all pupils. Programmes must ensure that student teachers meet 
the requirements of the Standard for Initial Teacher Education. 
 
 The means by which such professionals will be developed is through programmes whose design match in with the Quality Assurance Agency for 
Higher Education’s requirements and the Standard for Initial Teacher Education in Scotland.  
 

1.3 Partnership in initial teacher education 
 
 Initial teacher education in Scotland is provided by the universities in partnership with schools and education authorities. Each of the partners has 
particular priorities, roles and responsibilities as have been highlighted in documents such as the Review of Initial Teacher Education Stage: 2 Report 
of the Review Group (Scottish Executive 2005) and the Ministerial Response to it, Student Teacher Placements within Initial Teacher Education 
(HMIE 2005), and Reflecting on the Teacher Induction Scheme (GTCS 2005).  Good partnership arrangements take full account of the partners' 
mutual aims and their respective priorities and responsibilities   All partners, the GTCS and SEED will continue to keep the quality of arrangements for 
partnership under consideration.  
 

1.4 Initial teacher education in the context of continuing professional development 
 
 Initial teacher education, as the first stage in the process of professional education, is the foundation on which all further professional development is 
built. Newly qualified teachers are provisionally registered with the General Teaching Council and only attain full registration on successful completion 
of a probationary period (normally one year) which allows them to achieve the Standard for Full Registration  Fully-registered teachers are thereafter 
expected to be committed to lifelong learning and to identify their own professional development needs through a process of self-evaluation and 
review which allows them to maintain and enhance the Standard for Full registration. 
 
While some universities may continue to offer Additional Teaching Qualifications, which will remain subject to accreditation and approval, other 
opportunities for teachers to gain professional recognition or additional registration are provided through the General Teaching Council for Scotland’s 
Framework for Professional Recognition/Registration. 
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2 Conditions for the Approval of All Courses of Initial Teacher Education  
 

As a general rule, the Scottish Ministers will only approve those programmes of initial teacher education which meet the following conditions: 
 
 Programmes must be subject to validation and review processes under the auspices of a university or degree awarding institution. These 

processes must involve external members from outside the university teaching the programme. 
 
 Programmes must be accredited by to the General Teaching Council for Scotland as leading to registration as a primary or secondary teacher. 
 
 The minimum requirements for entry to programmes in any year will be those laid down in the relevant 'Memorandum on Entry 

Requirements to Courses of Initial Teacher Education in Scotland'. 
 
 Programmes must meet the requirements set out in Section 3, below. 

 
 

3 Requirements for Programmes 
 

The requirements in this section apply to the pattern of programme provision at the time of publication. This does not preclude the development of 
other types of provision and universities are free to discuss alternative proposals with the GTCS and SEED. 
 

3.1 Requirements applying to ALL programmes 
 
 The system of selection of student teachers must take into account available reports on individual applicants, their experience and interests and the 
extent to which they match personal characteristics desirable in a teacher. Student teachers should only be admitted to a programme after an 
interview which should normally involve personnel from both the university and education authorities/schools. Programmes must contain clear 
arrangements and criteria for recognising prior learning and experience, and offer opportunities for part-time and distance learning wherever this is 
appropriate.  Satisfactory completion of an enhanced Disclosure Scotland check will be required as part of the application process as a condition of 
admission. 
 
Student teachers completing the programme and gaining the award of a teaching qualification (TQ) must have demonstrated that they have met the 
Standard for Initial Teacher Education. 
 
Programmes must: 
 
 have effective partnership arrangements; 
 have an appropriate balance of professional studies, subject studies and relevant school educational placement experience; 
 contain clear arrangements for updating in line with national developments and new perspectives arising from educational research; 
 meet the QAA Benchmarks which are within the Standard for Initial Teacher Education; and 
 allow student teachers to meet the Standard for Initial Teacher Education. 
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Programmes must prepare teachers to be responsive to the range and diversity of the needs of all pupils.  
 
School experience placements (or other relevant educational placement experience such as within Children’s Services provision) must provide the 
practical context to illustrate and develop the skills, understanding and content being developed in the programme. They will normally be undertaken 
in blocks of time, but may also include a series of days.  Each placement block must be assessed.  
 
Within partnerships, placements must be jointly planned with the roles and responsibilities of staff clearly defined. 
 
Programmes must develop in student teachers an understanding of the importance of partnership between the different sectors of education in order 
to ensure the smooth transition of pupils from one sector to another. 
 
Programmes must address current educational issues and develop in student teachers the flexibility to play a positive part in new educational 
developments, such as A Curriculum for Excellence, by encouraging a disposition for professional enquiry. 
 
Programmes which offer a Gaelic medium pathway must ensure that at the end of the programme student teachers can demonstrate the Standard for 
Initial Teacher Education through Gaelic. 
 
The quality of student teachers' teaching and classroom management must be assessed and the award of a teaching qualification will be conditional 
on such quality being satisfactory. 

 

3.2 Requirements applying to programmes leading to the award of a Teaching Qualification (Primary Education) 
 
 General  
 

Programmes must prepare teachers to teach children through two full years of pre-school education, and those attending primary school. They must 
ensure that all new teachers are able to deliver teaching programmes which are appropriate for these stages. New teachers must, therefore, have 
knowledge and understanding of children's learning and development and be able to deliver the full curriculum.  They should also have an awareness 
of the transition issues between pre-school, primary and secondary schools. 
 
Programmes must make student teachers aware of their contribution to pupils’ development, including the acquisition of core skills.  They should also 
raise student teachers’ awareness of primary teachers’ wider role in protecting the children they teach. 
 
Student teachers must, therefore, undertake blocks of experience, including in a pre-school environment, and giving appropriate coverage to the 
range of stages of the primary school.  

 
 Bachelor of Education (Primary Education) Degrees 
 

BEd programmes leading to a TQ (Primary Education) must involve 4 academic years of full-time study or equivalent part-time study. 
At least 30 weeks must be devoted to school/educational placement experience. More than half of this experience should occur in the final 2 years of 
the programme, with a substantial block taking place in the last year. 
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Programmes must contain appropriate elements of study to allow student teachers to extend and deepen their knowledge, understanding and 
experience in order to meet the Standard for Initial Teacher Education. 

 
Other Undergraduate Programmes Leading to a Primary Teaching Qualification 
  
Concurrent programmes (where the final degree is awarded and a TQ is awarded separately) must involve four academic years ful l-time study or the 
equivalent part-time study.  Universities must ensure that, on graduation, student teachers have an area of specialism within the Primary curriculum.  
There must be a total of school/educational placement experience equivalent to that in a PGDE (Primary) programme, ie a minimum of 18 weeks. 
 
Professional Graduate Diploma in Education (PGDE) : Primary 
 
The PGDE (Primary) programme must be a full-time programme, lasting for a minimum of 36 weeks, or the equivalent on a part-time basis. 
 
At least 50% of the programme must be devoted to school/educational placement experience which will occur in each school term, with a block of at 
least 4 weeks taking place towards the end of the programme.  
 
Programmes must contain appropriate elements of study to allow student teachers to extend and deepen their knowledge, understanding and 
experience in order to meet the Standard for Initial Teacher Education and should enable all student teachers to build on relevant elements of their 
degree programme for use in primary schools. 

 

3.3 Requirements applying to programmes leading to the award of a Teaching Qualification (Secondary Education) 
 
 General 
 

Programmes must be designed to prepare teachers to teach pupils in secondary schools in one or more subjects and will lead to a TQ (Secondary 
Education) in a subject (or subjects). Consideration must also be given to the needs of adults taught in some secondary schools. 
 
Student teachers' study of the secondary curriculum must cover current national guidance and prepare student teachers to identify and meet pupils' 
needs in the cross-curricular aspects of their subjects, including literacy and numeracy. 
 
Student teachers must have some experience and understanding of the primary sector, the secondary/further education/higher education interface 
and of progression beyond formal education into the world of work. 
  
Programmes must make student teachers aware of the contribution made by their subject(s) to the secondary school curriculum and to pupils' 
development, including the acquisition of core skills. They should also raise student teachers' awareness of secondary teachers' wider role in schools 
beyond subject teaching, through contributing to the ethos of the school and to interdisciplinary studies. 
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Professional Graduate Diploma in Education (PGDE) : Secondary 
 

The PGDE (Secondary) programme must be a full-time programme lasting for a minimum of 36 weeks, or the equivalent on a part-time basis. 
 
At least 50% of the programme must be devoted to school/educational placement experience which should take place in each school term with a 
block of at least 4 weeks taking place towards the end of the programme. In the case of student teachers seeking a qualification in more than one 
subject, the arrangements for school experience must allow student teachers to meet the requirements for the Standard for Initial Teacher Education 
in each subject. 
 
Student teachers undertaking a PGDE (Secondary) programme leading to a TQ or TQs in physics, chemistry or biology must also be appropriately 
prepared to teach general science from S1 to S4. 

 
 Undergraduate programmes leading to secondary Teaching Qualifications 
 

Concurrent programmes (where the final degree is awarded in a Secondary subject and a TQ in that subject is awarded separately) must involve at 
least three and a half academic years full-time study or the equivalent part-time study. Universities must ensure that, on graduation, student teachers' 
level of academic attainment in their subject specialism complies with the relevant PGDE (Secondary) entry requirements in the 'Memorandum on 
Entry Requirements to Courses of Teacher Education in Scotland'. There must be a total of school/educational placement experience equivalent to 
that in a PGDE (Secondary) programme, ie a minimum of 18 weeks. Concurrent programmes leading to a TQ or TQs in physics, chemistry or biology 
must prepare student teachers to teach general science in S1 to S4. 
 
Programmes in which the degree awarded at the end of the programme is also a TQ are normally Bachelor of Education (BEd) programmes. Such 
programmes must involve 4 academic years full-time study or the equivalent part-time study. Universities must ensure that, on graduation, student 
teachers' level of academic attainment in their subject specialism complies with the relevant PGDE (Secondary) entry requirements in the 
Memorandum on Entry Requirements to Courses of Initial Teacher Education in Scotland. Not less than 30 weeks of the programme must be 
devoted to school/educational placement experience. In the case of the BEd (Technology) a minimum of 24 weeks must be spent on school 
experience and a further minimum of 6 weeks on industrial placement. The industrial placements must be an integral part of the programme and 
should be drawn from a range of industrial, commercial and service organisations. 
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