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	Safeguarding Children and Young People who may be affected by Gang Activity

The Government is committed to publishing good practice guidance for agencies on safeguarding children and young people affected by gang activity. The guidance is supplementary to, and should be used in conjunction with, the Government’s statutory guidance Working Together to Safeguard Children (2006). This supplementary guidance is intended to help agencies and professionals ensure that the safeguarding process responds effectively to the needs of children and young people who are at risk of gang-related violence and harm.
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	Safeguarding Children and Young People who may be affected by Gang Activity

	A Consultation

	To
Those who work in social care, crime prevention, the police, probation, health, education and all others whose work brings them into contact with children and young people.

Issued
18 March 2009

Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Barbara Black on:

Telephone: 0207 783 8035

e-mail: safeguardingfromgangactivity.consultation@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk 



	
	Contact Details

	
	If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation, you can contact Barbara Black by e-mail: safeguardingfromgangactivity.consultation@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk or telephone: 0207 783 8035

 

If your enquiry is related to the DCSF e-consultation website or the consultation process in general, you can contact the Consultation Unit by e-mail: consultation.unit@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk or by telephone: 0870 000 2288.
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	Executive Summary

	1.1
	Safeguarding Children and Young People Who May be Affected By Gang Activity has been developed as new good practice guidance that will support agencies and professionals to ensure that the safeguarding process responds effectively to the needs of children and young people who are at risk of gang-related violence and harm.

	1.2
	The new guidance, developed in partnership with the Home Office, the police and local authorities focuses on those young people on the periphery of becoming involved with street gangs and those young people already involved in some way.

	1.3
	The role of safeguarding and child protection in relation to gangs should be preventative and responsive – responding to the needs of those young people who are involved in gangs and at risk of harm as well as addressing the risk factors of other young people being drawn into gangs in the future.

	1.4
	The guidance addresses the problem of gang involvement as a multi-agency issue that is absolutely crucial for all local agencies to adopt. Partnership working and information-sharing is crucial to safeguarding young people at risk of gang-related harm and helping them achieve better outcomes.

	1.5
	To ensure the guidance is as good as it can be it is vital we hear your views. 
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	How To Respond

	2.1
	Consultation responses can be completed online at www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations by emailing safeguardingfromgangactivity.consultation@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk or by downloading a response form which should be completed and sent to:

Child Protection Performance Division, Department for Children, Schools and Families, 1st Floor Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BT.

	3
	Additional Copies

	3.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the Department for Children, Schools and Families e-consultation website at: 
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations

	4
	Plans for making results public

	4.1
	The results of the consultation and the Department's response will be published on the DCSF e-consultation website in July/August 2009.


