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The purpose of this consultation is to gather views on the draft document, Drugs: Guidance for Schools.  This document provides guidance to maintained primary, secondary, special schools and pupil referral units (PRUs) in England on all matter relating to drug education and the management of drugs within the school community. It is relevant to all staff, particularly senior managers and those responsible for co-ordinating, teaching and supporting the delivery of drug education.  
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	Drugs: Guidance for Schools

	A Consultation

	To
Schools, pupil referral units, governors, parents/carers, young people, local authorities, teacher unions, professionals working with young people in health, children's services and education settings, voluntary groups and other interested parties.

Issued
13 November 2009

Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Holly Turner on:

Telephone: 01325 392256

e-mail: holly.turner@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk
 If your enquiry is related to the DCSF e-consultation website or the consultation process in general, you can contact the Consultation Unit by e-mail: consultation.unit@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk or by telephone: 0870 000 2288.



	1
	Executive Summary

	1.1
	Drugs: Guidance for Schools provides guidance on all matters relating to drug education, the management of drugs within the school community, supporting the needs of pupils with regard to drugs and drug policy development. The document defines drugs as including alcohol, tobacco and illegal drugs, as well as medicines and volatile substances.

It outlines the important role schools play in tackling drug misuse in England, by providing drug education and wider support to all pupils and identifying those vulnerable to or affected by drug misuse so that pupils who need extra help either receive it in school or through links to other services.

It applies to primary, secondary, special schools and pupil referral units (PRUs) in England.

The guidance is for all staff, particularly senior managers, the person responsible for coordinating drug issues within the school and staff who teach drug education.
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	Background and Context

	2.1
	The Government has announced its intention to make Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PSHE) education, including sex and relationship education (SRE) and drug and alcohol education, compulsory from September 2011.  This is in response to the recommendations of advisory groups that reviewed the effectiveness of SRE and drug and alcohol education and reported its findings to Ministers in October 2008.  The advisory groups also recommended that the current guidance to schools on drug education and management  (and SRE) are updated.   

Ministers believe it is important to respond now to the recommendations of the reviews.  This new guidance on all matters relating to drugs will help support schools to put together their drug and alcohol curriculum until September 2011 when PSHE becomes a compulsory subject for all school aged children in England. It also in part fulfils a commitment from the Youth Alcohol Action Plan to implement the recommendations of the drug and alcohol education review, and outlines the Chief Medical Officer's advice and key guidelines on young people and alcohol, announced earlier this year.

The final version of this guidance, incorporating appropriate comments will be published in 2010. Revised guidance to schools on SRE will be consulted upon in the New Year.

	3
	The Proposals

	3.1
	This is your opportunity to get involved, which is why we want to your thoughts and comments so that you can help this guidance document to be a success.

	4
	How To Respond

	4.1
	Consultation responses can be completed online at www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations  by emailing DrugsGuidance.CONSULTATION@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk or by downloading a response form which should be completed and sent to:

Consultation Unit, Area 1A, Castle View House, East Lane, Runcorn, Cheshire, WA7 2GJ. 

	5
	Additional Copies

	5.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the Department for Children, Schools and Families e-consultation website at: 
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations 


	6
	Plans for making results public

	6.1
	We will attempt to incorporate your comments where possible.  Please note that it will not always be possible to incorporate all your comments.  A summary of the results of the consultation and the Department's response will be published on the DCSF e-consultation website in Summer 2010.
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