
Tell us whether you accept cookies

We use cookies to collect information about how you use GOV.UK.
We use this information to make the website work as well as possible
and improve government services.

 

Guidance

Free school meals supplementary
grant: conditions of grant 2019 to
2020
Published 25 February 2020

Accept all cookies Set cookie preferences

GOV.UK

The UK has left the EU
Find out what this means for you

Hide message

Home Free school meals supplementary grant: 2019 to 2020

Education & Skills 
Funding Agency

1. Introduction
The Secretary of State for Education is providing financial assistance to
maintained schools and high needs schools in the form of the free school meals:
supplementary grant (FSMS) for the financial year beginning 1 April 2019.

FSMS provides funding for schools to help them meet the costs of providing extra
free school meals due to the roll out of universal credit before the lagged funding
system catches up.

The Education and Skills Funding Agency (ESFA) will pay the FSMS funds to
local authorities on behalf of the Secretary of State for Education on 28 February
2020.
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The following terms and conditions apply to the FSMS for the financial year
beginning 1 April 2019.

You can also access the FSMS rates and eligibility.

FSMS allocations will be calculated for all schools who were open on 1 January
2020.

2. Allocation and payment to schools
The 2019 to 2020 FSMS allocations for each local authority’s maintained schools,
as at 1 January 2020, are published alongside these conditions of grant.

Local authorities must pay the amounts shown for each school in the allocations
table to each of the following that they are responsible for maintaining, or were
responsible for maintaining at 1 January 2020:

maintained primary and secondary schools
maintained special schools
pupil referral units (PRUs)
all-through maintained schools

Local authorities must comply with this condition irrespective of any deficit relating
to the expenditure of the school’s budget share.

We pay FSMS to academies and free schools on 9 March 2020; this is for all
academies and free schools that are open on 1 January 2020.

FSMS is not part of schools’ budget shares and is not part of the individual
schools budget. It is not to be counted for the purpose of calculating the minimum
funding guarantee.

3. Permitted use of FSMS funds
Local authorities must ensure that their maintained schools only spend FSMS for
the purposes of the school, or for the benefit of pupils registered at other
maintained schools or PRUs.

FSMS funds do not have to be spent by maintained schools, PRUs or hospital
schools, in the financial year beginning 1 April 2018, they may carry some or all
FSMS funds forward to future financial years.
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Transition period

4. Certification
Local authorities will be required to certify that they have passed on the correct
amount of funding to schools or, where funding has been spent centrally, that it
has been spent in line with these conditions of grant. We will issue a certification
form in April 2020.

5. Variation
The basis for allocation of this grant may be varied by the Secretary of State from
those set out above.

6. Overpayments
Any overpayment of FSMS by the ESFA to a local authority shall be repaid by the
local authority upon on such terms and conditions as the ESFA or Secretary of
State for Education shall determine.

7. Further information
Books and other documents and records relating to the recipient’s accounts shall
be open to inspection by the Secretary of State and by the Comptroller and
Auditor General.

The Comptroller and Auditor General may, under Section 6 of the National Audit
Act 1983, carry out examinations into the economy, efficiency and effectiveness
with which the recipient has used its resources in discharging its grant-aided
activities.

Schools and local authorities shall provide information as may be required by the
Secretary of State to determine whether it has complied with these conditions.

Is this page useful? Yes No Is there anything wrong with this page?

https://www.gov.uk/contact/govuk
https://www.gov.uk/contact/govuk
https://www.gov.uk/contact/govuk


Find out what it means for you

Benefits

Births, deaths, marriages and care

Business and self-employed

Childcare and parenting

Citizenship and living in the UK

Crime, justice and the law

Disabled people

Driving and transport

Education and learning

Employing people

Environment and countryside

Housing and local services

Money and tax

Passports, travel and living abroad

Visas and immigration

Working, jobs and pensions

Services and information Departments and policy

How government works

Departments

Worldwide

Services

Guidance and regulation

News and communications

Research and statistics

Policy papers and consultations

Transparency and freedom of information
releases

Help  Privacy  Cookies  Contact  Accessibility statement  Terms and conditions
Rhestr o Wasanaethau Cymraeg  Built by the Government Digital Service

 © Crown copyright
All content is available under the Open Government Licence v3.0, except where otherwise
stated

https://www.gov.uk/transition
https://www.gov.uk/browse/benefits
https://www.gov.uk/browse/births-deaths-marriages
https://www.gov.uk/browse/business
https://www.gov.uk/browse/childcare-parenting
https://www.gov.uk/browse/citizenship
https://www.gov.uk/browse/justice
https://www.gov.uk/browse/disabilities
https://www.gov.uk/browse/driving
https://www.gov.uk/browse/education
https://www.gov.uk/browse/employing-people
https://www.gov.uk/browse/environment-countryside
https://www.gov.uk/browse/housing-local-services
https://www.gov.uk/browse/tax
https://www.gov.uk/browse/abroad
https://www.gov.uk/browse/visas-immigration
https://www.gov.uk/browse/working
https://www.gov.uk/government/how-government-works
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations
https://www.gov.uk/world
https://www.gov.uk/search/services
https://www.gov.uk/search/guidance-and-regulation
https://www.gov.uk/search/news-and-communications
https://www.gov.uk/search/research-and-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/search/policy-papers-and-consultations
https://www.gov.uk/search/transparency-and-freedom-of-information-releases
https://www.gov.uk/help
https://www.gov.uk/help/privacy-notice
https://www.gov.uk/help/cookies
https://www.gov.uk/contact
https://www.gov.uk/help/accessibility-statement
https://www.gov.uk/help/terms-conditions
https://www.gov.uk/cymraeg
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/government-digital-service
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/re-using-public-sector-information/uk-government-licensing-framework/crown-copyright/

	www.gov.uk
	Free school meals supplementary grant: conditions of grant 2019 to 2020 - GOV.UK


