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Important dates

About the 2020 science tests The biennial science sampling tests for pupils at the end of key stage 2 (KS2) will
Statutory duty take place in June 2020.

Test administration
Selected pupils will sit the tests on a single day during a 2-week period from

Monday 8 June to Friday 19 June.

Test results

We will notify those schools selected to take part by email on 27 April 2020.

About the 2020 science tests

Pupils at the end of the KS2 programme of study do not routinely sit a science
test, as their performance is measured using teacher assessment judgements.
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However, in order to monitor overall national performance, a sample of pupils sit
tests in science on a biennial basis.

The sample contains approximately 1,900 schools and we select up to 10 pupils
per school to take the tests. The sample is selected in such a way as to ensure it
is representative of the population. This means that each eligible pupil at the
school has an equal chance of being selected.

Each test consists of 3 papers that will take 25 minutes each to complete.

The KS2 science sampling tests are not subject to local authority monitoring visits,
however the Standards and Testing Agency (STA) may choose to observe the
test administration.

Statutory duty

Participation in the science sampling tests is statutory and all schools selected are
required to take part.

Headteachers of schools selected to participate in the science sampling tests
have a statutory duty to ensure that selected pupils take part.

They must ensure that:

e teachers and other staff comply with the arrangements for the sampling tests

¢ all selected pupils take the tests if they are working at the expected standard in
science at the end of the KS2 programme of study

Test administration

For 2020, STA has commissioned the National Foundation for Educational
Research (NFER) to conduct the statutory science sampling tests and technical
pre-tests in schools. The tests will be administered in schools by NFER test
administrators. A member of school staff should be present at all times during the
tests to assist with any issues.

NFER will send selection letters and detailed information about the administration
process to selected schools.

They will then contact schools in May to agree which day they will visit the school
to administer the tests. Consideration will be given to schools’ existing
commitments. NFER will also contact the school to confirm which pupils have
been selected to take part.

Schools do not need to place test orders for these tests. The NFER test



administrator will bring all necessary test materials and will take away pupils’
completed test scripts for marking.

Test results

Test results will be reported as national data only. No individual school or pupil will
be identified within the published data.

Individual pupil and school test results will not be:

¢ used for school accountability or performance tables
¢ shared with Ofsted, Regional Schools Commissioners or any other third party
e returned to schools or pupils

We will publish a report summarising the outcomes of the 2020 KS2 science
sampling tests in the summer of 2021.

Is this page useful? Yes No Is there anything wrong with this page?

Transition period

Find out what it means for you

Services and information Departments and policy
Benefits Education and learning How government works

Births, deaths, marriages and care Employing people Departments

Business and self-employed Environment and countryside Worldwide

Childcare and parenting Housing and local services Services

Citizenship and living in the UK Money and tax Guidance and regulation

Crime, justice and the law Passports, travel and living abroad News and communications

Disabled people Visas and immigration Research and statistics



https://www.gov.uk/contact/govuk
https://www.gov.uk/contact/govuk
https://www.gov.uk/contact/govuk
https://www.gov.uk/transition
https://www.gov.uk/browse/benefits
https://www.gov.uk/browse/births-deaths-marriages
https://www.gov.uk/browse/business
https://www.gov.uk/browse/childcare-parenting
https://www.gov.uk/browse/citizenship
https://www.gov.uk/browse/justice
https://www.gov.uk/browse/disabilities
https://www.gov.uk/browse/education
https://www.gov.uk/browse/employing-people
https://www.gov.uk/browse/environment-countryside
https://www.gov.uk/browse/housing-local-services
https://www.gov.uk/browse/tax
https://www.gov.uk/browse/abroad
https://www.gov.uk/browse/visas-immigration
https://www.gov.uk/government/how-government-works
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations
https://www.gov.uk/world
https://www.gov.uk/search/services
https://www.gov.uk/search/guidance-and-regulation
https://www.gov.uk/search/news-and-communications
https://www.gov.uk/search/research-and-statistics

Driving and transport Working, jobs and pensions Policy papers and consultations

Transparency and freedom of information
releases

Help Privacy Cookies Contact Accessibilitystatement Terms and conditions
Rhestr o Wasanaethau Cymraeg Built by the Government Digital Service

OGL Al content is available under the Open Government Licence v3.0, except where otherwise
stated © Crown copyright



https://www.gov.uk/browse/driving
https://www.gov.uk/browse/working
https://www.gov.uk/search/policy-papers-and-consultations
https://www.gov.uk/search/transparency-and-freedom-of-information-releases
https://www.gov.uk/help
https://www.gov.uk/help/privacy-notice
https://www.gov.uk/help/cookies
https://www.gov.uk/contact
https://www.gov.uk/help/accessibility-statement
https://www.gov.uk/help/terms-conditions
https://www.gov.uk/cymraeg
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/government-digital-service
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/re-using-public-sector-information/uk-government-licensing-framework/crown-copyright/

	www.gov.uk
	Science sampling arrangements - GOV.UK


