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What are the plans for schools for
September?

On the 9t July the Minister for Education confirmed that all pupils will be able
to return to school in September. A copy of the Minister’s announcement
can be accessed.

The Welsh Government has published updated operational
guidance and learning guidance in readiness for September.

What is the basis for this decision?

The Welsh Technical Advisory Group, which provides scientific and technical
advice to Government during emergencies, recommends that schools “plan to
open in September with 100% of pupils physically present on school sites,
subject to a continuing, steady decline in the presence of COVID-19 in the
community.” The paper which includes this advice has been published
and can be accessed.

What date does the Autumn term
start?

The autumn term will start on 15t September and schools that can
accommodate all pupils from the start of the term should do so. However,
there will be a period of flexibility in recognition that schools may want to focus
on priority year groups, such as those new to secondary schools, those sitting
exams next summer or those in reception classes. This will also allow time, up
to a fortnight, for any planning and reorganisation. Schools will be working on
their plans and will inform parents, carers and pupils of their arrangements.

There are concerns that some pupils
may have fallen behind with their
learning. What is Welsh Government
doing to address this issue from
September?

We appreciate that for some learners going back to normal will continue to be
a challenge and for some lockdown will have had a significant impact on their
learning and engagement in school education. The time learners spend in
school over June/July 2020 is explicitly focused on wellbeing and preparation
for a return to learning in autumn 2020. The Welsh Government will provide
an additional £29 million to schools to boost support for learners at crucial
stages in their education from September.

The equivalent of 600 extra teachers and 300 teaching assistants will be
recruited throughout the next school year, targeting extra support at Years 11,
12 and 13, as well as disadvantaged and vulnerable learners of all ages. This
will support learners taking their A level and GCSEs in 2021 and those known
to have been affected most. This targeted action is hugely important to the
futures of these young people.

Professional learning resources will be provided to support the new and
existing teachers, in preparation for September. Staff will be recruited on a
one-year fixed term contract and are expected to move into educational roles
in the following school year. The support package, provided at a school level,
could include extra coaching support, personalised learning programmes and
additional time and resources for exam year pupils. A range of teaching
approaches will be relevant, including blended learning.
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