	Care Matters: transforming the lives of children and young people in care

Consultation Response Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 15 January 2007
Your comments must reach us by that date.
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THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically please use the online or offline response facility available on the Department for Education and Skills e-consultation website (http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations).
The information you provide in your response will be subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which allow public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily mean that your response can be made available to the public as there are exemptions relating to information provided in confidence and information to which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies. You may request confidentiality by ticking the box provided, but you should note that neither this, nor an automatically-generated e-mail confidentiality statement, will necessarily exclude the public right of access.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Name
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	Organisation (if applicable)
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	Address:
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If you have an enquiry relating to the policy content of this consultation you can contact Helen White by email: helen.white@dfes.gsi.gov.uk or by telephone:  0870 000 2288.

If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation Unit by:

Telephone: 01928 794888

Fax: 01928 794 113

e-mail: consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
Which of the following best describes you:
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	Child in care (under 13)
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	Child in care (under 18)
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	Care leaver
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	Foster carer
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	Residential carer
	[image: image12.png]



	Professional working with young people
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	Volunteer working with young people
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	Other
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	Please Specify:



	


If you work with children or young people in care, which best describes the organisation you work in:
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	Local authority
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	School
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	Further or higher education institution
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	Private sector organisation
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	Voluntary and community sector organisation
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	Health organisation
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	Youth justice organisation
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	Other
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	Please Specify:



	


Chapter 1: The need for reform

1 Are the elements we suggest for our 'pledge' the right ones?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


2 Are there other key barriers to attainment which we should address in order to transform outcomes?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Chapter 2: Children on the edge of care

3 What more can be done to reassert the responsibility of parents and help them to fulfill those responsibilities?
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	Comments:



	


4 a) Do you agree that there is a need for a more systematic approach to sharing effective practice in children's services? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


4 b) If so, how can we ensure maximum impact in supporting evidence-informed commissioning and practice? 
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	Comments:



	


5 What more can be done to support links between adult and children's services, particularly in relation to drug abuse and mental health support?
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	Comments:



	


6 What more could be done to support family and friends carers?
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	Comments:



	


7 Is it right for us to work towards an increase in the number of children supported in families and, as a result, a small younger care population with more complex needs?  
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


	[image: image44.png]



	Comments:



	


Chapter 3: The role of the corporate parent

8 Do the proposals in this chapter add up to a sufficient strengthening of the corporate parenting role? If not what more should be done? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


9 Would a 'social care practice' help give social workers more freedom to support children? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


10 Should the Independent Visitor role be revitalised and renamed as 'independent advocate' to introduce advocacy as a key element of the role? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Chapter 4: Ensuring children are in the right placements

11 a) Should a 'tiered' approach to fostering placements be developed? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


11 b) If so, should this be underpinned by a formal qualification framework?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


12 How can we increase placement choice without increasing financial burdens on the system? 
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	Comments:



	


13 Should local authorities be required to consider whether disabled children in 52 week specialist residential provision should have the 'looked after' status? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Chapter 5: A first class education

14 How might the role of the Designated Teacher for children in care be strengthened further? 
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	Comments:



	


15 How would a 'virtual headteacher' best raise standards for children in care? 
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	Comments:



	


16 What more can be done to reinforce the educational role of the carer? 
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	Comments:



	


17 Are the measures proposed in relation to the Further Education sector sufficient to achieve a step change in outcomes for young people in and leaving care?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Chapter 6: Life outside school

18 Have we set out the right features in the comprehensive model of health care for children in care? 
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	Yes
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	No
	[image: image79.png]



	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


19 What more could we do to help young people in care to participate in sporting, leisure and cultural activities? 
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	Comments:



	


20 Is the approach to supporting children in care who enter youth custody the right one? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


21 What more can be done to support the role of carers in managing behaviour within the home? 
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	Comments:



	


Chapter 7: Making the transition to adult life

22 Should young people be allowed to remain with their foster families up to the age of 21, including when the young person is at university? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


23 What is the best way of ensuring greater availability of dedicated supported accommodation for young people making the transition to adulthood? 
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	Comments:



	


24 Are there other ways in which we can increase the number of children in care progressing to university? 
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	Comments:



	


Chapter 8: Making the system work

25 Should we introduce a new power for local authorities to intervene in schools performing poorly for children in care?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


26 What more should we do to give children in care a greater say in decisions which affect them? 
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	Comments:



	


27 How can Independent Reviewing Officers be made more independent and their role strengthened? 
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	Comments:



	


28 What key outcomes should we measure to assess whether we are being successful in transforming the lives of children and young people in care? 
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	Comments:



	


29 Please use this space for any general comments you would like to make
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	Comments:



	


30 Please let us have your views on responding to this consultation. For instance did you have any difficulty understanding any of the questions and did you think we had the right number or type of questions?
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	Comments:



	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply [image: image102.png]



Here at the Department for Education and Skills we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?
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Yes
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No


All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions are being asked and the timescale for responses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the use of a designated consultation co-ordinator.

6. Ensure your consultation follows better regulation best practice, including carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the Cabinet Office Website: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/regulation/consultation-guidance/content/introduction/index.asp

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 15 January 2007

Send by post to: Consultation Unit, Area 1A, Castle View House, East Lane, Runcorn, Cheshire, WA7 2GJ

Send by e-mail to: carematters.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
