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Six Steps to Due Regard

Step 1. What’s the piece of work and its objective(s)?

The assessment has been completed in relation to the White Paper consultation on
‘Prevention of Offending by Young People’.

The proposed policy objectives within the White Paper consultation suggest the following 
would be addressed, with regard to youth justice:

 A statutory duty on Local Authorities to establish Regional Reintegration and 
Resettlement Partnerships to provide improved support for young people in the 
youth justice system, to increase collaboration between partners, Local Authorities 
and Local Health Boards, and to reduce reoffending;

 To create ‘reintegration and resettlement broker’ posts to establish and embed 
regional processes to improve reintegration and resettlement outcomes for young 
people;

 To identify a trigger point at which a young person should be brought to the attention 
of the Regional Reintegration and Resettlement Partnerships; and

 To coordinate support for those young people from a lead professional.
 Develop a plan for reintegration and resettlement for young people who are 

considered by the partnership, ensuring links are made to any existing established 
assessment and planning processes, such as health, social services, education and 
housing.

 Young people should be involved in their planning which should be ‘person-centred’, 
holistic and tailored to individual needs; it should be a flexible process which adapts
to the changing needs of a young person.
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Step 2. Analysing the impact

The proposals within the White Paper consultation would positively affect many of the 
articles within the UNCRC as those proposals concern improvements and support for 
young people within the youth justice system. However, the articles as detailed below are 
those in which it will most positively affect.

The impact assessment completed also identified the following articles as being related to 
this piece of work:

Articles 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 25, 33, 36, 37 and 39

Step 3. How does your piece of work support and promote children’s 
rights?

Article 1 – Everyone under 18 years of age has all the rights in this Convention:  the 
proposed policy objectives concerning children/ young people in the youth justice system 
would help towards ensuring these children get help and support in a similar way to other 
children.

Article 2 – The Convention applies to everyone whatever their race, religion, abilities, 
whatever they think or say and whatever type of family they come from: the proposed 
objectives would ensure the convention applies to children within the youth justice system 
whatever their race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national, 
ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status.

Article 3 – All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for 
each child: the proposed objectives would bring together services in the youth justice 
system, to ensure they are working to the needs of the child. It will also ensure the focus is 
on the child and not the behaviour.

Article 4 - Governments should make these rights available to children: the policy 
proposals in the White Paper would assist to enforce UNCRC rights for these children, they
would not make all these available. However the Welsh Government does more generally 
ensure these rights are considered, and UNCRC assessments are conducted for new 
policy and legislation.
The White Paper Consultation will also be made available as a youth friendly version to 
ensure children and young people understand and provide their views.

Article 12 - Children have the right to say what they think should happen, when adults are 
making decisions that affect them, and to have their opinions taken into account: there are 
some Resettlement Support Panels in place in Wales. These are a local way of co-
ordinating the multi-agency delivery of resettlement support to all young people leaving 
custody by developing an individual support plan which is owned and resourced by a range 
of partners who all have a stake in positive outcomes for children and young people. The 
young people also input into their own plan, ensuring they can understand the proposals 
as this may affect them.
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Article 13 - Children have the right to get and to share information as long as the 
information is not damaging to them or to others: under these proposals a support plan 
would be put in place for these children and young people in the youth justice system. 
Information on their support and resettlement would be shared with them where 
appropriate in order to keep them informed of their support and to know what would 
happen going forward.

Article 25 - Children who are looked after by their local authority rather than their parents 
should have their situation reviewed regularly: if children are looked after there should be 
a support plan put in place, and monitoring should be conducted to ensure this plan is right
for the child. The policy objectives propose to ensure this for children within the youth 
justice system.

Article 33 - The Government should provide ways of protecting children from dangerous 
drugs: the objectives could have a positive affect with regards to this as a substance 
misuse programme may be used for a child in the youth justice system if there has been a 
high risk identified. 

Article 36 - Children should be protected from any activities that could harm their 
development: the proposals to identify those who are prolific offenders and prevent them 
from further offending and getting into custody could address this.

Article 37 - Children who break the law should not be treated cruelly. They should not be 
put in prison with adults and should be able to keep in contact with their families: the aim of 
the proposed policy is ultimately to seek to keep children out of custody.

Article 39 - Children who have been neglected or abused should receive special help to 
restore their self respect: the proposed objectives would assist in identifying if help is 
needed, and the support services proposed will provide this assistance to the child, and 
help them to lead crime free lives.

Step 4. Advising the Minister and Ministerial decision

Step 5. Recording and communicating the outcome

Step 6. Revisiting the piece of work as and when needed
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See next page for a Summary List of the UNCRC articles
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