
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Intake targets for controlled subjects in universities for academic year 2014-15 

Issue date:  
 
Reference: 
 
Summary: 
 
 
 
FAO: 
 

25 February 2014 
 
SFC/AN/03/2014 
 
The purpose of this publication is to announce the intake targets for academic year 
2014-15 for the controlled subjects of medicine, dentistry and initial teacher 
education. 
 
Principals and directors of Scotland’s universities  

Further information: 
 
 Contact: Jennifer McGregor 

Job title: Senior Funding Policy Officer 
Department: Funding Policy 
Tel: 0131 313 6629 
Email: jmcgregor@sfc.ac.uk 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scottish Funding Council 
Apex 2 

97 Haymarket Terrace 
Edinburgh 
EH12 5HD 

T 0131 313 6500 
F 0131 313 6501 

www.sfc.ac.uk 



2 

Intake targets for controlled subjects in universities for academic year 
2014-15 

Purpose 

1. I am writing to announce the academic year (AY) 2014-15 intake targets for the 
controlled subjects of medicine, dentistry and initial teacher education. These 
are set out in the attached tables: 

Annex A:  undergraduate medicine 
Annex B:  undergraduate dentistry 
Annex C:  initial teacher education 
 

2. Intake targets for nursing and midwifery pre-registration education will be 
announced separately.  

Summary of intake targets for AY 2014-15 

3. The table below summarises the intake targets for AY 2014-15: 

4. The intakes and total enrolments for controlled subjects will be monitored for 
AY 2014-15 for notable levels of over-recruitment as well as under-recruitment 
against funded places. 

Further information 

5. Please contact Jennifer McGregor, Senior Funding Policy Officer,  
Tel: 0131 313 6629, email: jmcgregor@sfc.ac.uk. 

 
Martin Smith 
Deputy Director, Funding Policy  

 2014-15 
intakes 
(FTEs) 

2013-14 
intakes 
(FTEs) 

Change from 
2013-14 to 
2014-15 (FTEs) 

Undergraduate medicine 784 784 0 

Undergraduate dentistry 135 153 -18 

Initial teacher 
education  

BEd Primary 710 700 +10 
BEd Secondary 187 187 0 
PGDE Primary 1,025 975 +50 
PGDE Secondary 1,070 920 +150 
Combined degree 195 195 0 

mailto:jmcgregor@sfc.ac.uk


3 

Annex A  

Undergraduate medicine 

1. We have received guidance from the Scottish Government advising that there 
should be no change in the student intake for medicine for academic year  
2014-15. A copy of the guidance letter from the Scottish Government on 
medicinal intakes is provided at Appendix A. Details of individual intake targets 
are set out in Table 1 below. 

Table 1:  Undergraduate medicine 

University AY 2014-15 intake targets 

Scots/EU/RUK International Total 
Aberdeen 152 16 168 
Dundee 134 13 147 
Edinburgh 190 17 207 
Glasgow 210 18 228 
St Andrews 98 0 98 
Total 784 64 848 
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___ 
 
Our ref: A7383466 

16 December 2013 
 
 
Dear Laurence 
 
MEDICAL UNDERGRADUATE NUMBERS 
 
As you may be aware, I chair the Medical Undergraduate Group, the group of stakeholders 
which provides advice to the Cabinet Secretaries for Health & Wellbeing and Education & 
Lifelong Learning in respect of the annual medical school intake.   
 
You may recall that last year, the Cabinet Secretaries accepted the Group’s 
recommendation for the retention of the status quo i.e. no reduction in the student intake.  
The Group met during the summer and concluded that there should be no reduction in the 
2014 student intake.  The Cabinet Secretaries have accepted the Group’s recommendations. 
 
I would be grateful if the Funding Council would consider and make the necessary 
arrangements for the 2014 intake. 
 
I would be happy to discuss the work of the Medical Undergraduate Group with you.  
Alternatively, you can contact Colin McGowan, who leads on the work on the undergraduate 
numbers.  Colin can be contacted on 0131 244 3714 or by e-mail at 
Colin.mcgowan@scotland.gsi.gov.uk. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
SHIRLEY ROGERS 
Deputy Director Workforce 

Appendix A 
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Annex B 

Undergraduate dentistry 

1. We have received guidance from the Scottish Government advising of a 
reduction in undergraduate dental intakes of 18 FTEs for academic year 
2014-15. We are not reducing Aberdeen Dental School’s intake target, and have 
therefore applied the reduction of 18 FTEs across Dundee and Glasgow dental 
schools.  

2. Institutions should note that the Scottish Government’s guidance states that 
universities will be allowed to recruit additional international students to 
compensate for the loss of income from the reduction in Scottish and EU 
students. However, institutions should note that for the 2014-15 cohort of 
international students, these students will not attracts ACT(D) funding and it is 
expected that this will be covered by the student fees.  

3. A copy of the guidance letter from the Chief Dental Officer is provided at 
Appendix B. Details of intake targets are set out in Table 2 below.  

Table 2:  Dentistry 

University AY 2014-15 intake target 
Scots/EU/RUK International Total 

Aberdeen 20 0 20 
Dundee 48 21 69 
Glasgow 67 19 86 
Total  135 40 175 

* Dundee University has been given permission to recruit five additional international students 
which they were unable to recruit in AY 2013-14. 
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___ 
 
 
Our ref:  DEN 211 - SFC 
 
 
17 December 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mark  
 
DENTAL UNDERGRADUATE NUMBERS  
 
My purpose in writing is to inform you that following extensive analytical work on the needs 
of the dental workforce in Scotland undertaken by SGHSCD, Ministers have agreed to 
reduce the number of students entering Scottish Dental Schools by 18 FTEs for academic 
year 2014-2015. The recommended overall dentistry intake for Scots/EU and the rest of the 
UK students for academic year 2014-15 is therefore 135.  
 
You will be aware that since academic year 2005-06 the Scottish Government, through NHS 
Education for Scotland (NES), has provided additional funded student places to achieve the 
target of 135 newly qualified dentists each year. These additional places have been 
allocated to Glasgow and Dundee Universities. Workforce planning figures suggest that we 
do not need to maintain this number of newly qualified dentists, and therefore from AY 2014-
15 we will no longer provide funding for additional places for the new intake of students. 
However we will continue to provide funds for students in years 2-5 currently in the system 
as they progress through their studies.  
 
The setting of intake targets to dental schools is a matter for the Scottish Funding Council, 
however I recommend that no change is made to Aberdeen Dental School’s intake target for 
academic year 2014-15. Therefore, if SFC accepts this recommendation I would expect the 
reductions to be made from Dundee and Glasgow Universities’ intake targets. 
 

Appendix B 



 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 

3DGwww.scotland.gov.uk 
  

 

Universities will be allowed to recruit overseas students to compensate for loss of income 
from home funded students. For the cohort from this year forward overseas students will not 
attract ACT(D) funding and it is expected that this will be covered by the student fees. 
Clearly the reason behind this action is to address the oversupply of new dental graduates 
entering the system in Scotland. Consequently, the overseas students will be expected to be 
covered by a Memorandum of Understanding which requires them not to enter the Scottish 
dental workforce. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
MARGIE TAYLOR 
Chief Dental Officer 
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Annex C 

Initial teacher education 

1. In setting intake targets for AY 2014-15, we have taken account of the letter of 
guidance issued to SFC by the Scottish Government’s Learning Directorate. A 
copy of this letter is attached for your information at Appendix C. 

2. Overall intakes for AY 2014-15 have been increased to reflect projections of the 
requirement for teachers from the Scottish Government’s teacher workforce 
planning exercise. Full details of intake targets are set out in Table 3. 

3. In response to the guidance from the Scottish Government, we have increased 
the intake target for PGDE Primary to 1,025 and increased the intake target for 
BEd Primary to 710. BEd Secondary intakes have been maintained at 187 and 
PGDE Secondary intake targets have increased by 150 to 1,070. Full details of all 
intake targets are set out in Table 3. 

4. An element of students withdrawing from courses has been taken into account 
in the allocated intakes and it is not necessary for universities to factor in any 
additional element for this. 

Primary provision  

University of Stirling – BEd Primary 

5. We will continue to allocate places to the University of Stirling for a four year 
primary teaching degree course with a science or modern language specialism. 
In AY 2014-15 we will allocate 29 FTEs for this course. These places have been 
allocated from the overall intake target of 710 FTEs for BEd Primary. 

6. We will continue to allocate 15 FTEs to the University of Stirling for an early 
years teaching qualification. This is allocated from within the overall intake 
target for BEd Primary of 710 FTEs.  

University of Aberdeen – BEd and PGDE Primary 

7. We have continued to allocate five places for part-time provision in AY 2014-15 
to the University of Aberdeen. These places have been allocated from the 
overall PGDE Primary intake baseline numbers. 

8. We will continue to allocate five PGDE Primary places to the University of 
Aberdeen in support of Gaelic-medium provision. 

9. We will continue to allocate BEd Primary and PGDE Primary places to the 
University of Aberdeen to address the mismatch between the location of newly 
qualified teachers and the areas where vacancies are occurring. We have 
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allocated nine FTEs for PGDE Primary and 12 FTEs for BEd Primary for this 
provision. 

10. The University of Aberdeen has developed a new Distance Learning Initial 
Teacher Education Course (DL ITE) to train existing school staff (e.g. classroom 
assistants) on a part-time, distance learning basis. This helps ensure that the 
profession can draw on the largest possible pool of talent and extends teacher 
training opportunities in Aberdeenshire and the Highlands. To enable the 
University to support students undertaking DL ITE, we have allocated 30 PGDE 
Primary places for this purpose. These places have been allocated from within 
the overall intake target of 1,025 for PGDE Primary. 

University of Edinburgh – MA in Gaelic and Primary Education 

11. The University of Edinburgh has developed a new MA in Gaelic and Primary 
Education. This course is set to run for 4-5 years, depending on the students’ 
level of fluency in Gaelic on commencement of the course. We will allocate 10 
places to this course in AY 2014-15 from within the overall ITE intakes. 

University of Glasgow – MA in Primary Education with Teaching Qualification 

12. We will continue to allocate an intake of 20 FTEs for the Master of Arts in 
Primary Education with Teaching Qualification (Combined Degree) at the 
Crichton Campus. 

PGDE Primary funded student places for Gaelic 

13. The supply of teachers able to teach in the Gaelic medium continues to be a 
priority for Scottish Ministers, and we will continue to allocate places 
specifically for this provision. The allocation of these places comes from within 
the overall PGDE intake target. 

14. In AY 2013-14 we allocated an additional 20 places to the University of the 
Highlands and Islands for PGDE Primary. In AY 2014-15 we will continue to 
allocate 20 places to UHI for this purpose from within the overall PGDE Primary 
intake target. 

15. In addition, we will allocate a further 20 PGDE Primary places to UHI to support 
the enhancement of Gaelic-medium ITE provision and to widen access to 
teacher education in rural Scotland. These places have been allocated within 
the overall PGDE Primary intake targets. 

16. We will continue to allocate 25 of the PGDE Primary intakes for AY 2014-15 to 
the Universities of Aberdeen (five places) and Strathclyde (20 places in support 
of Gaelic-medium provision. This allocation of places comes from within the 
overall PGDE Primary intake targets. 
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17. We are aware of the difficulties institutions face in filling the number of places 
allocated specifically for Gaelic-medium provision. We expect universities to 
promote Gaelic-medium provision on both a full-time and part-time basis. 

Allocation of intake targets among universities 

18. Once the places indicated above have been allocated for policy priorities to 
specific institutions, we have then allocated the remainder of the intakes 
among the universities using the same shares used to inform the intakes for 
2013-14. 

Secondary provision 

PGDE Secondary subjects: Allocation of intake targets among universities 

19. Universities should note that one university asked for no increase in their PGDE 
Secondary numbers from those allocated in AY 2013-14. The 32 additional 
PGDE Secondary places that this institution would have received have been 
redistributed as follows: 

· The University of the West of Scotland had previously applied for an increase 
in their PGDE Secondary places and the reasons for this increase were in line 
with Scottish Government policy priorities. We have therefore provided the 
University of the West of Scotland with an additional 10 PGDE Secondary 
places 
 

· The remaining 22 PGDE Secondary places have been shared amongst other 
ITE providers, based on the shares used to inform the overall intakes. 

The Open University in Scotland 

20. The Open University in Scotland (OUS) has withdrawn from teaching provision. 
The OUS was previously allocated 15 PGDE Secondary places each year in 
support of provision in Mathematics. These places have been redistributed 
amongst the other ITE providers based on the shares used to inform overall 
intakes.  

University of Dundee – PGDE Secondary 

21. We will continue to allocate funded student places to the University of Dundee 
for secondary Priority subjects. We have increased this to 35 FTEs in  
AY 2014-15. These places are allocated from within the overall PGDE Secondary 
intake target. 
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Priority secondary subjects 

22. The Scottish Government’s letter of guidance for 2014-15 sets out 
recommendations for a different approach to the identification of priority 
secondary subjects. The Teacher Workforce Planning Working Group 
recommended that the Scottish Government should: 

· Modify slightly its method of identifying and ranking priority subjects 
 

· Calculate a national intake target for each individual subject, rather than the 
previous method of presenting advice on broad subject groupings 

 
23. Annex C of the Scottish Government’s letter of guidance sets out the national 

target intake for each subject. We do not intend to break this down into an 
institutional target intake for each subject. However, we would ask that 
institutions take account of these national targets when recruiting to individual 
subjects. Furthermore, institutions should consult with each other on the 
recruitment of students to different subjects with a view to working together to 
meet the national targets set out in Annex C. 

24. Together with the Scottish Government, we will monitor institutions’ pattern of 
recruitment to individual subjects. Given the small numbers involved for some 
of these subjects and the amount of cross-institutional co-ordination required, 
we recognise that it will not be feasible for institutions to meet these national 
targets with absolute accuracy. Therefore it is not our intention to penalise 
institutions if the individual subject targets are not met. However, the usual SFC 
rules regarding under and over-enrolment will continue to apply to institutions’ 
overall allocation of PGDE places. We will monitor recruitment to the individual 
priority subjects over the next three years to assess if the sector is achieving a 
better match between the supply of graduates and the vacancies in secondary 
schools.  

ITE Intakes beyond 2014-15 

25. We would like to draw the attention of ITE providers the modelled student 
intakes for the coming years as set out in Annex A of the Scottish Government’s 
letter of guidance. This is the first year that the 2011 census data has been used 
to model the predicted intakes and this, coupled with the changing age profile 
of the teaching profession, has impacted on the modelled intakes. Based on the 
new data, there will be more of a decrease in Primary PGDE than the previous 
modelling suggested, whist the increase in Secondary PGDE is greater than 
previously thought. We would ask Universities to note the ‘direction of travel’ 
suggested by these projections and to take this into account in their internal 
planning. 



M:\H E\TFundfig\TEIntake\ITE Intakes 2014-15 Feb 17 2014.xlsx

Target intakes to initial teacher education courses, 2014-15 Table 3

2013-14 2014-15 2013-14 2014-15 2013-14 2014-15 2013-14 2014-15 2013-14 2014-15 2013-14 2014-15 2013-14 2014-15 2013-14 2014-15

FTE FTE FTE FTE FTE FTE FTE FTE FTE FTE FTE FTE FTE FTE FTE FTE

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17)

Aberdeen, University of 113  113  -  -  -  -  25  25  131  161  130  158  5  5  404  462  

Dundee, University of 65  65  -  -  -  -  -  -  136  136  30  36  -  -  231  237  

Edinburgh, University of 120  130  100  100  -  -  -  -  123  123  176  176  -  -  519  529  

Glasgow, University of 134  134  -  -  33  33  -  -  175  175  138  168  25  25  505  535  

Highlands and Islands, University of the -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  20  40  -  -  -  -  20  40  

Open University in Scotland -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  15  -  -  -  15  -  

Royal Conservatoire of Scotland -  -  -  -  -  -  29  29  -  -  -  -  -  -  29  29  

Stirling, University of 44  44  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  115  115  159  159  

Strathclyde, University of 152  152  -  -  -  -  -  -  306  306  378  460  30  30  866  948  

West of Scotland, University of the 72  72  -  -  -  -  -  -  84  84  53  72  -  -  209  228  

Crichton -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  20  20  20  20  

Total 700  710  100  100  33  33  54  54  975  1,025  920  1,070  195  195  2,977  3,187  

Change in intakes 2013-14 to 2014-15

Number 10  -  -  -  50  150  -  210  

Percentage 1%  0%  0%  0%  5%  16%  0%  7%  

Secondary PGDE Total

Institution

Combined DegreePrimary PGDEBEd PE BEd Technology BEd Music /
Combined Degree

with Music

BEd Primary
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